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Blair  sacks  Greer  supporte 


Director  of  lobby  firm  dismissed 
from  Labour’s  frontbench  in  Lords 


David  Nencke  and 
Michael  White 


THE  cash-for-ques- 
tions  scandal 
crossed  party  po- 
litical lines  last 
night  when  Tony 
Blair  dismissed  a 
front  bench  spokeswoman  in 
the  Lords,  Lady  Muriel 
Turner,  after  she  publicly  de- 
fended the  lobbyist  Ian  Greer 
over  his  role  in  the  affair. 

Lady  Turner  is  on  the 
board  of  Ian  Greer  Associates. 


The  Labour  leader's  action 
came  as  John  Major  and 
Brian  Mawhinney,  the  Tory 
Party  chairman,  launched  a 
damage  limitation  exercise  in 
an  attempt  to  head  off  more 
em  harassment  over  the  scan- 
dal — involving  Mr  Greer  and 
disgraced  former  minister 
Neil  Hamilton  — in  advance 
of  next  week's  Conservative 
conference  in  Bournemouth. 

Mr  Blair's  decision  came 
after  Lady  Turner  told  Chan- 
nel 4 News:  “While  I believe 
Ian  acted  in  an  honourable 
way,  I will  stand  by  him.”  She 


Is  an  old  friend  of  the  lobbyist 
and  joined  the  board  of  Ian 
Greer  Associates  in  1991. 

Lady  Turner,  one  or  Mr 
Blair's  employment  spokes- 
men. said;  “It  Is  always  a lot- 
tery to  enter  into  litigation. 
But  I still  firmly  believe  in 
the  innocence  of  Ian  Greer. 
And  1 will  continue  to  support 
him  while  I believe  that.” 

When  colleagues  were 
alerted  to  her  remarks,  the 
leader  of  the  Lords.  Lord 
Richard  QC.  consulted  Mr 
Blair’s  office  and  then  told 
Lady  Turner  it  would  be 
inappropriate  for  her  to  stay 
on. 

Mr  Major  said  that  he  will 
give  evidence  to  the  inquiry 
set  up  by  Sir  Gordon  Downey, 


the  Parliamentary  Commis- 
sioner for  Standards  The 
Guardian  will  supply  evi- 
dence to  the  inquiry  to  prove 
its  case  that  Mr  Hamilton  had 
a covert  financial  relation- 
ship with  Mr  Greer  which  in- 
volved the  ex-minister  taking 
money  for  asking  parliamen- 
tary questions. 

Dr  Mawhinney  yesterday 
announced  a clamp  down  on 
donations  in  the  wake  of  the 
Guardian's  disclosures  ear- 
lier this  week  that  21  Tories 
had  received  election  funding 
from  Mohamed  A1  Fayed,  the 
Harrods  owner,  and  from  the 
DHL  private  courier  company 
boss,  Dave  Allen,  through  Mr 
Greer. 

His  warning,  contained  in  a 


letter  to  651  local  Tory  party 
chairmen,  said  that  the  party 
did  not  accept  donations  if 
they  had  “strings”  attached, 
if  there  was  reason  to  believe 
they  included  illegally  ob- 
tained money,  if  they  were 
from  foreign  governments  or 
from  an  unknown  source. 

Mr  Major  said;  "1  remain 
determined  to  maintain  the 
reputation  of  Parliament.  I 
have  therefore  written  to  Sir 
Gordon  to  say  that  the  Gov- 
ernment will  cooperate  fully 
with  his  investigation.  He 
will  be  free  to  inspect  all  the 
papers  which  the  Govern- 
ment provided  to  the  court  in 
connection  with  the  libel 
action." 

Last  night  Michael  Cole,  a 


spokesman  for  Mr  A1  Fayed, 
sriid  that  all  material  which 
the  Harrods  owner  is  to  sub- 
mit to  Sir  Gordon's  inquiry 
had  been  put  in  front  of  Mr 
Major  two  years  ago.  Mr  A) 
Fayed  then  submitted  the  full 
details  of  his  cash  payments 
to  Mr  Hamilton  to  Sir  Geof- 
frey Johnson-Smith,  chair- 
man of  the  Commons  Mem- 
bers' Interests  Committee. 

Mr  Hamilton  had  asked  for, 
and  received,  Harrods  gift 
vouchers  worth  thousands  of 
pounds.  Mr  Cole  told  PIN: 
“He  was  given  gift  vouchers 
on  more  than  one  occasion. 
"[They  were  forj  £1,000, 
£2,000.  around  Christmas 
time  and  around  his  wife's 
birthday." 


Alan  Rusbrldger.  editor  of 
the  Guardian,  yesterday  chal- 
lenged Mr  Hamilton  to 
release  court  papers  to  jour- 
nalists after  he  denied  yester- 
day's Guardian  story  that  he 
had  received  gifts  and  pay- 
ments in  kind  from  Mr  Greer 
worth  thousands. 

The  payments  in  kind  were 
offset  against  the  £10,000  Mr 
Hamilton  has  already  con- 
fessed to  have  taken  from  Mr 
Greer. 

Mr  Hamilton  dismissed  as  a 
“fabrication”  claims  that  he 
was  given  paintings  worth  al- 
most £1,000  and  airline  tickets 
and  that  his  wife  Christine 
bought  furniture  on  an  ac- 
count held  by  Mr  Greer's 
company  with  the  Chelsea  de- 


partment store,  Peter  Jones. 

But  Mr  Rusbridger  said: 
“We  know  — and  Mr  Hamil- 
ton knows  — that  Mr  Greer's 
papers  tell  the  true  story  of 
how  Mrs  Hamilton  bought 
furniture  on  Mr  Greer's  ac- 
count and  how  IGA  Asso- 
ciates also  paid  for  paintings 
worth  £1.000  as  well  as  plane 
tickets. 

"So  the  choice  for  Mr  Ham- 
ilton is  simple:  will  be  and  Mr 
Greer  allow  journalists  to  ex- 
amine these  papers  today?  If 
not,  then  people  will  draw 
their  own  conclusions." 


Profile,  page  3;  Leader 
comment,  page  8;  Peter 
Preston,  Bel  Littlejohn, 
paged 


New  cloak  of 
fear  falls  over 
Kabul  as  the 
Taliban  cruise 

for  Islamic 

code-breakers 


Jonathan  Steele  In  Kabul 


THE  young  woman  was 
carrying  her  baby,  her 
two  friends  walking  be- 
side her.  All  three  were 
veiled,  their  faces  completely 
hidden  from  view.  Suddenly  a 
passing  car  braked  to  a halt 
and  two  men  jumped  out 
From  the  style  of  their  tur- 
bans, wrapped  round  their 
heads  with  one  end  loose  and 
hanging  almost  down  to  the 
waist,  it  was  clear  they  were 
the  Taliban  from  Kandahar  in 
southern  Afghanistan. 

Each  was  brandishing  a 
stick.  They  set  about  beating 
the  women  on  the  legs.  As 
their  arms  rose  and  fell,  they 
shouted  that  the  women 


should  never  come  out  in  pub- 
lic dressed  in  such  immoral 
fashion  again.  A few  inches  of 
bare  leg  were  showing  above 
the  women's  ankles  between 
their  shoes  and  the  bottom  of 
their  pyjama-style  trousers. 

This  was  nudity  enough  to 
affront  Islam  as  preached  by 
Afghanistan's  new  rulers, 
who  seem  determined  to  turn 
the  country  into  the  most  fun- 
damentalist state  in  the 
world. 

The  woman  with  the  baby 
staggered  and  swayed  be- 
neath the  blows,  desperately 
trying  to  stay  upright  None 
of  the  three  dared  to  utter  a 
sound  as  the  sticks  whipped 
their  legs.  Then  the  men  got 
back  in  toe  car  and  drove  off. 
The  incident  lasted  less  than 
five  minutes,  but  it  was  suffi- 
ciently brutal  to  leave  toe 
women  quaking  as  they 
limped  silently  away. 

This  is  kerb-crawling,  Ka- 
li ul-styJe.  It  is  toe  sharp  end  of 
a reign  of  intimidation  which 
has  sunk  on  the  capital  since 
the  Taliban  captured  it  a 
week  ago.  Its  name  means 
“seekers”  or  “students",  and 
in  toe  short  time  they  have 
been  ixi  power  they  have 
closed  all  the  schools,  for  boys 
and  girls,  and  given  orders 
that  women  should  not  work. . 

The  incident  was  recounted 
to  me  by  Hashmat  (not  his 
real  name),  a young  male  doc- 
tor, as  we  sat  in  his  room  in 
toe  Jumhuriyet  hospital  He 
saw  the  beating  on  Monday 
evening  as  he  came  into  toe 


Two  Afghan  women,  seen  through  a car's  cracked  windscreen  in  KabnL  are  dressed  in  strict  Islamic  style  according  to  anew  code  laid  down  by  the  Taliban  miiiHw  photograph;  saeeo  khan 


building.  Other  Kabalis 
report  similar  punishment 
beatings. 

Jumhuriyet  hospital  is  a 
run-down  and  depressing 
place,  short  of  drugs,  medi- 
cine and  water.  During  the 
civil  war  when  large  parts  of 
Kabul  came  under  rocket  and 
artillery  fire,  toe  hospital  sur- 
vived almost  unscathed,  al- 
though its  corridors  were 
overcrowded  with  the 
wounded  and  dying. 

Since  the  Taliban  takeover, 
toe  deputy  director  and  12 
male  doctors  have  disap- 
peared. Colleagues  assume 
they  fled  to  the  north  to  es- 
cape the  Taliban  advance, 
along  with  government  offi- 
cials and  an  estimated  250,000 
Kabulis. 

No  nurses  or  women  doc- 
tors have  come  to  work.  The 
Taliban'  has  promised  the 
women  will  be  paid  for  three 
months  while  new  regula- 
tions are  worked  out,  but  no 


one  knows  whether  they  will 
ever  be  allowed  back.  The 
hospital  has  small  six-bed 
rooms,  separate  ones  for  men 
and  women.  They  are  on  toe 
same  corridors.  Will  this 
have  to  be  changed? 

Two  women  were  cleaning 
toe  floor  outside  Dr  Hashe- 
mat's  office.  One  wore  a black 
veil  round  her  head  which 
she  clearly  had  had  little 
practice  in  adjusting.  It 
flopped  down  as  she  talked  A 
widow  with  eight  children, 
she  said  she  felt  obliged  to 
break  the  new  rules  and  come 
to  work  because  she  had  to 
feed  her  family.  She  earns  £4 
a month  from  the  health  min- 
istry and  an  extra  £8  from  the 
international  relief  agency, 
Medecins  Sans  Frontieres, 
which  has  a programme  to 
help,  the  hospital.  With  the 
schools  closed,  all  her  chil- 
dren are  at  home.  The  eldest 
girl,  aged  14,  is  looking  after 
them. 


The  boys'  schools  have 
been  shut  while  a new  “Is- 
lamic" curriculum  Is  pre- 
pared The  university  was 
shut  at  the  weekend,  and  toe 
rector  dismissed,  for  the  same 
reason. 

Another  male  doctor  at 
Jumhuriyet,  Dr  Kabir,  said 
he  had  watched  the  Taliban 
starting  up  in  the  refugee 
camps  in  Pakistan  during  the 
mojahedtn  war  against  toe 
Soviet  occupation  of  Afghani- 
stan. Now  aged  30.  he  had 
done  a course  in  field  medi- 
cine in  Peshawar  and  trav- 
elled with  the  mojahedin  in 
the  liberated  zones  inside 

Afghanistan. 

“People  sent  their  sons  to 
the  madrassahs  [religious 
schools]  so  that  they  could  at 
least  learn  something.  We 
never  thought  they  were 
teaching  such  extremism,"  he 
said  ruefully. 

Like  many  other  followers 
of  toe  mojahedin,  Dr  Kabir 


Catholics  deny  secret  abuse  cases  fund 


Madeleine  Bunting 
ReBglPtts  Affairs  Eifitor 

TIHE  Catholic  Church 
flatly  rejected  media 
reports  yesterday  of  a 
secret  Channel  Is  lands- based 
fUnd  used  to  pay  compensa- 
tion. to  victims  of  sexual 
abuse  by  priests. 

It  . said  its  insurance  was 
stehdard  employers  liabilty 
ooror.-:  . , 

'.StfcQrahig  to  BBC  Scotland, 


toe  Catholic  National  Mutual. 
an  insurance  company 
wkral  by  Royal  Sun  Alli- 
ance, based  in  Guernsey,  of- 
fered Catholic  dioceses  in  the 
UK  in  toe  early  1990s  special 
liability  cover  on  payment  of 
additional  premiums  against 
claims  arising  from  abuse 

■ The  Catholic  Church  has 
faced  million  dollar  settle- 
ments for  claims  brought  by 
victims  erf  child  sex  abuse  m 
the  United  States,  Australia 


and  Canada  in  recent  years, 
bringing  some  dioceses  and 
religious  orders  to  to  toe 
verge  of  bankruptcy. 

The  Catholic  Media  Office 
in  London  said  the  Catholic 
National  Mutual  was  based  in 
Guernsey  purely  as  a cost- 
saving measure.  It  insisted  its 
cover  made  no  specific  refer- 
ence to  abuse  and  was  similar 
to  thousands  of  policies  taken 
out  by  schools,  hospital  trusts 
and  local  authorities. 

Inquiries  in  toe  early  1990s 


had  revealed  toe  standard 
policy  already  provided  cover 
fbr  liability  riaims  from  vic- 
tims of  abuse,  but  would  only 
make  pay  outs  If  the  diocese 
was  negligent,  said  Monsi- 
gnor  Kieran  Conry. 

'It  is  a standard  liability 
policy  which  covers  the 
Church  for  when  a tile  falls 
off  a roof  or  the  spire  falls 
down.  There  are  no  sinister 
extra  bits  for  additional  cover 
for  abuse  and  no  specific  ref- 
erence to  abuse."  confirmed 


Tom  Sault  for  the  Royal  Sun 
Alliance. 

A trustee  of  toe  Catholic 
National  Mutual,  Monsignor 
Nicholas  Rothon,  financial 
secretary  for  Southwark  dio- 
cese, said:  "The  terms  of  the 
policy  haven't  changed  at 
alL" 

BBC  Scotland  said  a “well- 
placed  Church  source"  told  it 
of  a specific  policy  relating  to 
abuse  and  that  additional  pre- 
miums were  collected  by  a 
Bristol-based  broker. 


was  disillusioned  by  their 
performance  after  they  took 
power  in  1992.  The  two  main 
factions  could  not  combine. 
Tbe  army  led  by  Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar,  a fundamentalist, 
sat  on  the  edge  of  toe  city, 
pouring  in  artillery  and 
rocket  fire  for  three  years 
until  his  conditions  were  met 
and  he  became  prime  minis- 
ter  in  June. 

The  fighting,  plus  the  cor- 
ruption of  President  Burhan- 
uddin  Rabbanl's  government 
and  the  former  mojahedin 
field  commanders,  who 
awarded  themselves  several 
villas  and  cars  apiece,  de- 
stroyed their  support  People 
half-welcomed  the  Taliban 
when  it  ousted  Mr  Rabbani 
last  week,  hoping  that  at  least 
peace  would  be  restored. 
They  have  already  changed 
their  minds. 

The  two  doctors  revealed 
that  the  director  was  given  a 
turn  to  page  2,  column  6 


British  jazz 
musician  wins 
top  award 


Alex  Bellos 


BRITAIN'S  resurgent  jazz 
scene  was  given  a boost 
yesterday  when  one  of  its  mu- 
sicians won  the  jazz  equiva- 
lent of  the  Nobel  Prize. 

Django  Bates,  the  pianist, 
bandleader  and  composer, 
was  awarded  the  annual 
£20,000  International  Jazzpar 

Prize  in  Copenhagen. 
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The  Rikki  Neave  case:  Mother  accused  of  murder 


Boy’s 
’like  a 


• ; • I • 


Chris  EUtott 


ASIX-year-old  boy 
strangled  and  sprea- 
deagled  naked  In  the 
manner  of  a Leo- 
nardo da  Vinci  drawing  may 
have  been  a black  magic  sac- 
rifice, a court  heard 
yesterday. 

Rikki  Neave’s  body  was 
found  in  a wood  near  a Peter- 
borough housing  estate  18 
hours  after  he  had  been 
reported  missing  on  a Mon- 
day evening  two  years  ago  by 
his  28-year-old  mother,  Ruth. 
At  Northampton  crown  court 
yesterday  she  pleaded  not 
guilty  to  his  murder. 

He  had  been  strangled, 
apparently  by  someone  tak- 
ing hold  of  bis  anorak  to  haul 
Mm  off  the  floor,  and  twisting 
the  clothing  in  a way  that 
turns  the  collar  into  a 
ligature. 

So  powerful  was  the  force* 
used  that  an  imprint  of  the 
pip  was  left  In  the  skin  just 
under  the  boy’s  Adam’s  apple. 

,rHe  must  have  been  held  in 
that  position  fbr  at  least  half  a 
minute  before  he  became 
limp  and  lifeless,"  said  Janies 
Hunt,  QC,  as  he  opened  the 
case  for  the  prosecution  at  the 
crown  court 

He  said  the  distinct  position 
in  which  the  body  had  been 
arranged  was  no  less  signifi- 
cant than  the  manner  of  his 
death  and  was  one  of  the  keys 
to  the  case. 

The  boy’s  body  was  sprea- 
deagled  in  a hollow  in  the 
woods,  several  hundred  yards 
from  his  home  on  the  estate. 
Each  limb  had  been  arranged 
symmetrically  in  the  image  of 
da  Vinci’s  famous  drawing, 
The  Vitruvian  Man.  Even  his 
thumbs  were  aligned. 

Ruth  Neave,  who  had 
threatened  to  kill  the  child  in 
the  past  and  was  a drug  ad- 
dict, had  a strong  interest  in 
the  occult 

She  even,  gave  visiting 
neighbours  readings  from 
tarot  cards,  Mr  Hunt  told  the 
jury. 

When  a visitor  to  her  home 
had  picked  up  a book.  Magic, 
by  Aleister  Crowley,  she  be- 
came very  annoyed.  She 
warned  the  man  that  he 
“didn’t  know  what  he  was 
dealing  with”. 

Mr  Hunt  said:  ‘The  book 
speaks  of  sacrifice,  of  sacrific- 
ing animals,  and  that  for  the 
highest  spiritual  working  one  | 


Ruth  Neave . . . ’sent  six-year-old  son  out  after  midnight  to  boy  drugs  for  her* 


sacrifice,  and 
that  for  the 
highest 
spiritual 
working  one 
must  choose 
a victim  such 
as  a male 
child  of 
perfect 
innocence 
and  high 
intelligence. 
That  is  the 
most 

satisfactory 

victim’ 


Rikki  Neave ...  ‘mother  said  she  would  kill  him  if  he  was  not  taken  into  care’ 


James  Hunt,  QC 
prosecuting 


must  choose  a victim  such  as 
a male  child  of  perfect  inno- 
cence and  high  intelligence. 
That  is  the  most  satisfactory 
victim.” 

A magazine  entitled  Unex- 
plained Mysteries  of  Mind, 
Space  and  Time  was  recov- 
ered from  a suitcase  at  her 
council  home.  On  the  front 
was  the  da  Vinci  drawing. 

“We  suggest  that  when  you* 
look  at  that  cover  and  when 
one  looks  at  the  picture  [of 
the  dead  boy]  there  is  a link. 

“Is  it  for  fetched  to  suggest 
that  from  the  position  in 
which  it  was  laid  out  it  was 
almost  as  if  the  body  had  been 
offered  up  as  a sacrifice?  Is 
that  over  the  top?" 

The  short  life  of  Rikki 
Neave  was  a miserable  one,, 
the  jury  heard.  He  and  his 
stepfather,  Dean  Neave,  hated 
each  other.  But  his  mother 
adored  Mr  Neave  although  he 


walked  out  the  weekend  be- 
fore the  boy’s  death  on  their 
third  wedding  anniversary. 
She  had  described  Rikki  as  a 
“stumbling  block  to  the 
relationship”. 

Ruth  Neave,  who  regularly 
injected  amphetemines,  used 
Rikki  to  go  out  and  buy  the 
drugs  fbr'ber,  and  for  her  hus- 
band when  he  was  there. 

Sometimes  she  also  took 
him  Into  Peterborough  to 
shoplift  for  her.  If  Rikki 
returned  empty  handed,  she 

hit  him. 

Rikki  was  scared  of  the 
dark  but  he  was  regularly 
sent  out  after  midnight  to  get 
the  drugs,  sometimes  dressed 
only  in  a T-shirt 

Hie  developed  behavioural 
problems  and  regularly 
missed  school.  i 

Ruth  Neave  told  people  she  I 
could  not  cope.  She  regularly  | 
chastised  the  boy  by  grabbing 


him  round  the  collar  and  lift- 
ing him  off  the  ground. 

Things  were  so  bad  that  two 
days  before  he  died,  she  asked 
Cambridgeshire  social  ser- 
vices to  take  Rikki  into  care, 
after  die  told  a social  worker 
that  she  would  kill  him  if 
nothing  was  done.  He  was  not 
taken  into  care. 

On  the  day  be  died.  Novem- 
ber 28,  she  claimed  that  he  set 
off  for  school  and  that  she  did 
, not  see  him  again,  said  Mr 
Hunt  But  Rikki  did  not  get 
there. 

At  6pm  she  called  the  police 
to  report  him  missing.  But 
according  to  officers  who 
came  to  see  her.  said  Mr 
Hunt  she  appeared  uncon- 
cerned and  had  not  even  gone  | 
out  to  look  for  the  boy  before 
railing  them. 

After  Rlkki’s  body  was- 
fbund,  Ruth  Neave,  who  was 
described  as  having  an  un- 


usual fascination  with  death 
and  murder,  went  to  the  mor- 
tuary “four  or  five  times”  to 
stroke  and  fondle  the  boy’s 
body. 

She  showed  a keen  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  pathologist 
who  bad  carried  out  the  post 
mortem  examination. 

“It  is  plain  there  were  no 
eye  witnesses  to  the  killing,” 
said  Mr  Hunt  “It’s  a matter 
for  you  to  decide  whether  this 
was  a wicked  woman,  who  as 
a calculated  act  decided  to 
sacrifice  her  six-year-old  son 
who  was  out  of  control  to 
keep  her  husband  and  rid  her- 
self of  a stumbling  block. 

“She  went  further  In  her 
usual  method  of  violence 
towards  her  delinquent  son 
. . . Going  to  the  brink  as  she 
had  done  in  the  past  but  in 
-going  further  than  she  had 
done  before,  she  killed  him.” 

. The  case  continues. 


Channel  ferry  merger  to  sink  1,000 jobs  Cloak 

of  fear 
falls  on 

Giveaway  £i  ferry 

crossings  and  winter  L.  . _ B 
“booze  cruises”  could  be-  1^  Q fl  I 1 1 
come  tilings  of  the  past  I XClh^UI 


Council  defends  canal  boat 
trip  for  disturbed  youngster 


Influence  of 
Shuttle  brings 
deal  between 
Stena  and  P&O 


1 Channel  competition 

m 

Selected  fares. 

Keith  Harper  and 
Lisa  Buckingham 


AT  LEAST  1.000  ferry 
workers  will  become 
the  first  victims  of  yes- 
terday's decision  by  the  cross- 
Channel  ferry  companies 
P&O  and  Stena  to  merge 
their  operations  between 
Dover  and  Calais. 

They  bowed  to  the  fierce 
competition  of  Le  Shuttle  — , 
the  32-minute  raLL  route  I 
through  the  tunnel  — and 
formed  a new  company,  P&O 
Stena  line.  Two  ferries  will 
disappear  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  other  savings  will 
follow. 

At  present,  the  companies 
employ  5.500  on  the  route,  a 
figure  which  will  be  initially 
reduced  to  4,500,  partly 
through  the  loss  of  jobs  on  the 
Stena  line  ship  lnvlcta  and 
the  P&0  ship  Pride  of 
Bruges. 

Some  on-shore  redundan- 
cies will  eventually  be  an- 
nounced after  further  details 
have  been  worked  out 
The  consolidation  of  the 
ferry  business  follows  the 
Government  decision  to  lift 
its  ban  on  links  between 
Channel  operators.  The  ban 
was  imposed  before  the  tun- 
nel was  built  But  it  has 
placed  unfair  competition  on 
ferry  companies  who  have 
been  losing  out  to  Le  Shuttle., 


#P&0 
£15 
0 Stena 

£15  » 


► Le  Shuttle 

£59 


Cheap  fares 
could  go 


0P&O 
£50 
0 Stena, 

£49  j 


■ Le  Shuttle 

£69  3 


• P&O^ 
£99 
•Stena 

£98 


1 Le  Shuttle* 
£129.^-? 


Lord  Sterling:  “It  is  a David 
and  Goliath  battle' 


Lord  Sterling,  P &0’s  chair- 
man, said  that  the  merger 
was  for  the  “benefit  of  the 
populace  at  large.” 

He  declared:  “It  is  a David 
and  Goliath  battle,  if  you  like, 
but  history  has  shown  us  that 
David  can  win.  The  enemy  is 
the  tunneL  We  realised  there 
was  no  point  in  fighting  each 
other. 

“Someone  had  to  make  the 
move  and  make  sure  we  could  1 
fight  in  the  future." 

Lord  Sterling  said  that  the 
merger  would  satisfy  de-  | 
raands  of  the  regulators  and  ; 
politicians  for  “vigorous  com- 
petition." .“The.  ferry  compa- 
nies were  being  emasculated 
and  we  had  the  problem  of 
whether  we  would  have 
enough  capital  left,  let  alone 
money  for  new  ships  in  2005." 

He  admitted  that  there 
would  be  job  losses  “and  to 
suggest  otherwise  would  be 


nonsense.  But  to  do  nothing 
meant  that  there  would  have 
been  a bleak  future.  The  dif- 
ference between  us  and  the 
Channel  tunnel  is  that  we  are 
a people  operation  directed 
towards  the  public.  The  pub- 
lic therefore  would  have  more 
choioe." 

In  figures  to  be  published 
today,  the  Shuttle  will  claim  a 
48  per  cent  share  of  the  pas- 
senger car  market,  against  34 
per  cent  a year  ago.  Stena  and 
P&0  dispute  the  claim,  and 
say  their  combined  operation 
will  bring  them  more  than  40  j 
per  cent  of  cross-Channel 
trade. 

Under  the  deal,  P&0  Stena 
line  will  be  60  per  cent  owned 
by  P&0,  and  will  operate  14 
ships  on  the  Dover-Calais,  Ne- 
whaven-Dieppe  and  Dover- 
Zeebrugge  routes.  The  Swed- 
ish-owned company,  Stena, 
will  own  40  per  cent  of  the 


business  and  deploy  five  fer- 
ries and  one  fast  craft  operat- 
ing on  the  Dover- Calais  and 
Newhaven-Dieppe  routes. 
Voting  rights  in  the  new  com- 
pany will  be  held  equally,  al- 
though the  deal  allows  for 
either  side  to  buy  the  other 
out  by  2002. 

Eurotunnel  welcomed  the 
merger.  “The  Channel  Tunnel 
has  been  coming  towards  the 
ferries  for  10  years. 

“If  they  chose  to  grow  by 
increasing  their  capacity 
since  1993,  then  they  can 
hardly  blame  EurotunneL" 

Jimmy  Knapp,  leader  of  the 
Rail,  Maritime  and  Transport 
Union,  said  it  was  bad  news. 
He  was  concerned  about  jobs, 
the  withdrawal  of  two  ships 
and  the  rationalisation  of 
shore  staff.  T want  to  ensure 
we  dp  not  kill  off  the  scope  for 
fhture  expansion  by  applying 
short  term  surgery  today.” 


Vlcrossings  and  winter 
“booze  cruises”  could  be- 
come things  of  the  past 
following  yesterday’s 
merger  of  cross  Channel  op- 
erators. P&O  and  Stena, 
writes  Lisa  Buckingham. 

Although  Lord  Sterling, 
chairman  of  P & O,  said  he 
did  not  see  fare  prices  ris- 
ing because  of  competition 
from  EurotunneL  analysts 
predicted  that  the  “Mickey 
Mouse  tickets”  tradition- 
ally offered  to  Ml  empty 
ferries  would  disappear. 

The  merged  ferry  com- 
pany, P&O  Stena  Line,  is 
aiming  to  cut  more  than 
£75  million  off  combined 
operating  costs  which  top 
£280  million  a year.  Some 
savings  will  come  from 
eliminating  their  most  bla- 
tantly loss  making  fares. 

Precise  figures  • are  un- 
available but  experts  calcu- 
late that  ultra -cheap  tickets 
probably  account  for  about 
a tenth  of  the  market. 

Mark  McVicar,  an  ana-  j 
lyst  with  stockbroker 
NatWest,  said  that  al- 1 
though  cheap  deals  would  j 
I almost  inevitably  be  axed, 
the  new  operator  would  not 
want  to  raise  the  cost  of 
standard  fares  for  fear  of 
dampening  market  growth. 

Even  after  P&O  Stena 
palls  two  ferries  off  the 
Channel,  the  route  will  still 
suffer  severe  overcapacity 
so  pressures  will  remain  on 
fares. 


Priceless  acting  in  lewdly  funny  double  bill 


Review 


Michael  BWfngton 


Blue  Murder 

Newcastle  Theatre  Royal 


WELL  Peter  Nichols  get 
away  with  Blue  Mur- 
der? I rather  hope  so 
since  his  new  play  is  an  odd, 
quirky  double  bill  that  both 
examines  1860s  sexual  moral- 
ity and  plays  Pirandellian 
games  with  naturalistic  theat- 
rical conventions.  It  may  be 
more  successful  at  the  latter 
than  the  former  but  it  is 
lewdly  funny  and  boasts  a 
pair  of  priceless  perfor- 


mances by  Ntchola  McAuliffe. 

It  is.  in  fact  two  plays  in 
one.  The  first.  Foreign  Bodies, 
is  set  in  1963  — the  year,  of 
course,  that  “sexual  inter- 
course began”,  according  to 
T jrkin  — and  subverts  all  the 
conventions  of  drawing-room 
comedy.  It  takes  a once-arcbe- 
typal  Shaftesbury  Avenue 
bourgeois  family  (all  G and  Ts 
and  tennis-playing)  and 
I shows  it  ready  to  embrace 
1 murder,  perversion,  sexual 
i fantasy  and  eager  to  grasp  a 
1 pneumatic  porn-star  to  tts  col- 
lective bosom. 

Nichols  upends  all  the  con- 
ventions of  the  genre  even  to 
the  extent  of  putting  the 
play's  writer  Into  the  cast  and 
allowing  the  . actors  to  com- 
ment on  the  action. 


Which  leads  to  the  second 
play,  A Game  of  Soldiers, 
which  is  set  in  1967  and  shows 
Foreign  Bodies  being  submit- 
ted, somewhat  belatedly,  to 
the  censorious  attention  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  in  St 
James’s  Palace. 

Once  again  Nichols  demol- 
ishes bourgeois  respect- 
ability. showing  one  of  the 
tbearical  censor’s  military 
aides  to  be  a frantic  pursuer 
of  passing  guardsmen  and  the 
other  to  be  a dirty-minded 
smut-hound  whose  working 
motto  is  “if  In  doubt,  take  it  j 
out".  As  in  the  first  piece, 
Nichols  also  plays  post-mod- 
ernist games  showing  the 
characters  finally  rebelling 
against  their  author. 

Nichols’s  basic  point  that 


: the  1960s  was  a confused  de- 
! cade  in  which  the  new-found 
sexual  freedom  confronted 
residual  moral  conventions  is 
not  startlingly  original. 

He  also  sometimes  goes  for 
easy  targets  by  suggesting 
that  middle-class  Shropshire 
masons  are  secret  transves- 
tites given  to  wearing  French 
maids’  uniforms  or  that  the 
official  guardians  of  our  mo- 
rality are  lecherous 
hypocrites. 

The  real  fun  lies  in  his  anti- 
naturalistic  anarchy  and 
Carry  On  jokes.  Nlchola 
McAuliffe,  in  particular.  Is  a 
Joy  as.  In  the  first  play,  a 
queenly  Shropshire  mum  ■ 
who  innocently  utters  lines 
like  ‘When  I hear  the  word  j 
soldier  I always  picture  pri- ! 


vates’,  goes  on  a spectacular 
bender,  blithely  exits  through 
non-existent  walls  and  mer- 
rily watches  the  lemon  from 
her  drink  sail  into  the  front 
row  of  the  stalls.  Even  as  the 
draggle-stoekinged  tea-lady  in 
the  second  play  she  manages 
to  make  every  line  tell  a dirty 

story. 

Barry  Foster  and  Anton 
Rodgers  lend  dignified  sup-1 
port  as  de- trousered  figures  of 
authority.  Nichols's  own  di- 1 
rection  is  less  wild  and  ubn- 
buttoned  than  his  writing, 
but  this  idiosyncratic,  meta- 
theatrical  double-bill  de- 
serves an  extended  life  and 
proves  the  truth  of  Gilbert 
Adair's  observation  that  the 
post-modernist  always  rings 
twice. 


continued  from  page  l 
hand-written  leaflet  from  tix 
Taliban  this  morning,  saying 
that  no  woman  can  talk  to  s 
man  Inside  the  building.  Ai 
we  spoke,  the  door  of  the  doc- 
tor’s office  opened,  and  twc 
tur banned  young  men  with 
long  black  beards  strode  in 
One  carried  an  AK-47  semi 
automatic  rifle.  They  had  the 
grace  to  smile  and  shake 
bands,  then  started  to  Ore 
questions. 

About  90  per  cent  of  Kabul’s 
population  speaks  Dari,  a 
variant  of  Persian.  The  Talij 
ban  invaders  are  Pashtun,  so 
linguistic  estrangement  adds 
to  the  feeling  in  Kabul  that  is 
is  being  occupied  again.  Just 
as  in  Soviet  times.  j 

My  interpreter  found  htm-l 
self  Interpreting  for  the  Tali] 
ban,  although  they  assumed 
he  was  another  doctor.  “Havd 
you  got  any  patients  here  whd 
were  soldiers  or  officials  id 
the  Rabbani  regime?”  they 
asked.  One  could  guess  whd 
they  wanted  to  know.  “Wt 
don’t  ask  where  people  com? 
from,"  said  Dr  Hashmat.  “Wt 
are  doctors.  It  is  not  oui 
business." 

The  Taliban  repeated  the 
question  a number  of  times 
before  taking  an  interest  in 
Dr  Hashmafs  naked  chin. 
“Why  haven’t  you  got  i 
beard?  You  had  better  grow 
one  from  now  on,”  they 
threatened. 

The  Taliban  fighters  have 
some  vices.  The  one  without 
the  rifle  fished  in  his  flowing 
robes  fbr  a packet  of  ciga 
rettes,  then  discovered  he  bac 
no  matches.  “Anyone  got  3 
light?”  he  asked.  The  hospita] 
is  full  of  No  Smoking  signs 
but  not  all  the  Taliban  fight 
ers,  despite  their  religious 
education,  can  read. 

The  doctors  excused  them 
selves  for  another  lapse,  anc 
the  disappointed  Taliban  pul 
his  cigarettes  away.  They 
asked  the  interpreter  if  be 
was  a Pashtun,  then  gave  him 
a hearty  embrace. 

I seized  file  moment  to  ask 
if  they  had  been  to  Kabul  be 
fore.  “No,”  they  said.  “Do  you 
like  it?"  I asked.  “Very  nice,’ 
the  older  of  the  two  replied 
“But  Islamic  rule  has  not  yet 
been  implemented:”  With 
that  ambiguous  comment 
they  left  the  room  and  set  ofl 
cruising  again. 


THE  use  of  a month-long  ca- 
■ nal  trip  to  stop  a youth 
charged  with  assault  from  ab- 
sconding was  defended  by 
council  leaders  yesterday. 

The  youth,  aged  18,  said  to 
be  extremely  disturbed,  is  due 
to  spend  another  seven  days 
— at  a cost  of  £1,100  a week  to 
Gloucestershire  social  ser- 
vices department  — on  a 
nar  rowboat  which  Is  cur- 
rently travelling  Midlands 
waterways. 

The  aim  is  to  prevent  hfru 
running  away  before  he  ap- 
pears before  magistrates  next 
week  in  Stroud. 
Gloucestershire. 

He  is  one  of  three  youths  on 
the  boat  run  by  the  Liverpool 
firm  Care  Afloat  with  four 
adults  as  supervisors. 

| "It  is  not  a holiday”,  a 


Gloucestershire  social  ser- 
vices spokeswoman  said  last 
night  “It  is  quite  high  secu- 
rity. People  might  assume  the 
boy  can  just  jump  off  on  to  a 
towpath  and  go  to  pubs  but 
that  is  not  so.” 

The  department  said:  “This 
youngster  is  In  care  because 
of  family  problems.  He  is  too 
young  to  be  placed  in  secure 
accommodation.  This  is  the 
next  best  thing. 

"Some  institutions  can  cost 
anything  up  to  £6.000  a week. 
We  view  this  as  a very 
reasonable  sum  to  be  taken 
out  of  an  annual  budget  of 
over  £64  million. 

“The  use  of  a boat  is  partic- 
ularly appropriate  when 
there  is  a danger  of  the  young 
person  absconding  and  when 
they  have  to  be  subject  to  firm 
control,  but  the  authority 
does  not  have  the  powers  to 
pot  them  in  a secure  unit.'' 
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NEWS  3 


An  unlikely 
alliance 
of  Krakow 
and  Essex 
yesterday 
helped 
a 73  year 
old 
writer 
win  the 
Nobel 
Prize  for 
Literature 


Wislawa  Szymborska  receiving  a Polish  Pen  Club  award 

1996  Nobel pT}ze  for Literature  has  and  now  he 
been  awarded  to  the  Polish  poet  Wislawa  poets  in  a r 
Szymborska,  a 73-year-old  former  Soli-  Szymbor 

aarity  activist  based  in  Krakow,  writes  hv  the  awa 
Adam  CzemiawsL  “This  is  a d 

Her  work  is  little  known  in  western  “I  am  norn 

Europe  but  her  elevation  to  Nobel  laure-  and  now  I f 
ate  is  sure  to  change  that,  and  a battle  for  moments. ’ ’ 
nghtstoherpoemsbeganassoonasthe  She  is  a I 
news  reached  the  publishers  gathered  famously  n 
for  the  annual  Frankfurt  Book  Fair.  from  her  K 
In  its  citation,  the  Swedish  Academy  teins  and  ^ 

compared  her  poetry  to  the  music  of  vals.  Large 
Mozart  but  added  that  "she  also  has  quickly  sel 
something  of  the  fury  of  Beethoven".  311(5  she  355 

Szymborska  was  prominent  in  the  Sol- 
idarity  movement  in  its  early  days,  and  n “zy™.00|; 
former  president  Lech  Walesa  was  yes- 
terday  quick  to  laud  her  as  a woman  5aa  1 S81 

“great  of  heart  and  pen". 

Jonathan  Galassi,  president  of  the  DOemc.  Aftl 

Academy  of  American  Poets,  said:  “This  communisl 
is  wonderful  news.  She  is  the  greatest  with  the  eo 

living  author  in  Poland.  It  is  fabulous.  her  nopnw  l 
With  Seamus  Heaney  winning  last  year  oblique 


and  now  her,  it  is  incredible  to  have  two 
poets  in  a row." 

Szymborska  herself,  though  delighted 
by  the  award,  was  rather  less  effusive. 
“This  is  a difficult  situation,"  she  said. 
“I  am  normally  a very  private  person 
and  now  I foresee  some  difficult 
moments." 

She  is  a literary  star  in  Poland  — but  a 
famously  modest  one.  She  often  escapes 
from  her  Krakow  flat  to  the  Tatra  moun- 
tains and  is  never  seen  at  poetry  festi- 
vals. Large  editions  of  her  slim  volumes 
quickly  sell  out  in  her  native  country, 
and  she  also  has  a following  in  Germany 
and  the  US. 

Szymborska  was  first  published  in 
Poland  in  1957,  the  year  after  censorship 
had  lost  its  stranglehold.  She  has  pro- 
duced a handful  of  what  the  academy 
caDed  “slim  but  powerful"  collections  of 
poems.  After  an  early  flirtation  with  the 
communist  system,  her  relationship 
with  the  government  became  difficult  as 
her  poems  became  more  personal  and 
oblique. 


William  Walker  holds  the  fort  during  an  historic  day  at  the  offices  of  Forest  Books,  Szymborska's  British  publisher  photograph:  martn  Godwin 


Down  in  the  forest  something 


The  terrorist,  he  watches 

The  bomb  will  explode  in  the  bar  at  twenty  past  one. 
Now  it's  only  sixteen  minutes  past. 

Some  will  still  have  time  to  enter, 
some  to  leave. 

The  terrorist's  already  on  the  other  side. 

That  distance  protects  him  from  all  harm 
and,  well,  it  s like  the  pictures: 

A woman  in  a yellow  jacket,  she  enters. 

A man  in  dark  glasses,  he  /eaves. 

Boys  in  jeans,  they’re  talking. 

Sixteen  minutes  past  and  tour  seconds. 

The  smaller  one,  he's  lucky,  mounts  his  scooter, 
but  that  taller  chap  ha  walks  Iri: 

Seventeen  minutes  and  forty  seconds. 

A girl,  she  walks  by.  a green  ribbon  in  her  hair. 

But  that  bus  suddenly  hides  her. 

Eighteen  minutes  past. 

The  girl'a  disappeared. 

Was  she  stupid  enough  to  go  in.  or  wasn't  she. 

We  shall  see  when  they  bring  out  the  bodies. 

Nineteen  minutes  past. 

No  one  else  appears  to  be  going  in. 

On  the  other  hand,  a fat  bald  man  leaves. 

But  seems  to  search  his  pockets  and 
at  ten  seconds  to  twenty  past  one 
he  returns  to  look  for  his  wretched  gloves. 

h's  twenty  past  one. 

Time,  how  it  drags. ' 

Surely,  it's  now. 

No.  not  quite. 

Yes.  now.  . 

The  bomb,  it  explodes. 


Stephen  Koss 
Literary  Editor 

IT  WAS  supposed  to  be  a 
quiet  Thursday  in  the 
office  at  Forest  Books,  a 
tiny  publishing  house 
based  opposite  the  golf 
course  in  Chingford,  east 
London. 

Then  the  foreign  editor  of 
the  Times  rang:  then  the 
Guardian:  and  the  Indepen- 
dent; and  Kaleidoscope. 
Would  you  have  a copy  of 
People  On  A Bridge  by 
Wislawa  Szymborska?  The 
name  of  the  translator?  Look, 
any  information,  basically. 

Press  agencies  were  report- 
ing that  Szymborska.  a 73- 
year-old  poet  based  in  Kra- 
kow, had  won  the  Nobel  Prize 
for  Literature,  and  the  British 
press  — not  usually  noted  for 
its  interest  in  Polish  poetry  — 
was  beating  a path  to  the  door 
of  Forest,  her  sole  UK  pub- 
lisher. While  the  literary 
world  celebrated  Szymbors- 
| ka's  surprise  success  at  the  ! 
Frankfurt  Book  Fair,  Ching- 
ford too  was  quietly  agog. 

Forest  published  Szymbor- 
ska’s  slim  volume  in  1990  — it 
was  printed  in  Poland  with 
Arts  Council  backing  — and 
sales  have,  not  surprisingly, 
been  slow.  Yesterday  an 
American  company  bought 


1,000  — the  entire  print  run  — 
and  orders  were  taken  from 
across  Europe,  with  interest 
especially  strong  in 
Scandinavia. 

It  was  Forest  founder 
Brenda  Walker’s  greatest 
moment  but  unfortunately 
she  was  not  there  to  enjoy  it. 
She  was  in  Bucharest  on  the 
lookout  for  other  writers  for 
her  predominantly  eastern 
European  list  leaving  her  son 
and  a secretary  to  deal  with 
the  biggest  thing  to  hit  Ching- 
ford since  Norman  Tebbit. 

Walker.  62,  a former  head- 
teacher who  has  financed  her 
publishing  by  spells  of  supply 
teaching,  had  no  inkling  that 
Szymborska  was  in  the  run- 
ning for  the  £700.000  prize. 
Seamus  Heaney  won  it  last 
year  and  it  was  not  expected 
that  another  poet  would  win. 

“I  didn't  even  know  she  had 
been  nominated, said 
Walker.  “I  started  Forest 
Books  as  a hobby  in  the 
spring  of  1984,  and  it  has 
never  made  any  money.  The 
recession  hit  us  badly  and 
these  days  1 can  hardly  pub- 
lish any  new  work.  I concen- 
trate on  selling  the  backllsL  I 
even  wanted  to  sell  Forest  at 
one  point,  but  no  one  wanted 
to  buy  it" 

Walker's  list,  which  aims  to 
promote  "ethnic  groups 
whose  literatures  are  not  well 


known”,  could  not  be  said  to 
pander  to  populism.  Titles 
include  An  Elusive  Eagle 
Soars:  An  Anthology  of  Mod- 
ern Albanian  Poetry,  a collec- 
tion of  Slovenian  short 
stories,  and  an  anthology  of 
Sorbian  (yes  Sorbicm)  poetry. 

The  110-strong  list  is  a 
labour  of  love.  Turnover  was 
only  £60,000  a year  at  its  pre- 
recession  peak  and  is  now  a 
good  deal  lower,  but  having  a 
nobel  laureate  on  the  list 
makes  it  all  worthwhile.  "It 
will  put  Forest  on  the  map,” 
said  Walker. 

Meanwhile  in  Frankfurt, 
Faber  and  Faber,  a rather 
grander  publishing  enter- 
prise. had  moved  swiftly  to 
add  Szymborska  to  their  list 
Within  hours  of  the  an- 
nouncement, it  had  acquired 
the  rights  to  her  Selected 


Poems  and  is  in  negotiation 
for  the  back  list  Joanna 
Mackle,  a director  of  Faber, 
said:  "It  may  sound  unlikely, 
but  she  is  somebody  we  have 
been  chasing  for  some  time.” 

It  seems  that  poets,  like 
footballers,  tend  to  move  up  a 
division  when  they  achieve 
fame,  and  henceforth  Szym- 
borska will  be  published  in 
Bloomsbury,  rather  than 
Chingford.  Walker  accepts 
that  “There  are  no  hard  feel- 
ings. I’ve  been  cutting  back 
on  new  titles  anyway.  But  I 
still  hope  to  sell  lots  of  this 
book  and  well  be  reprinting 
as  soon  as  1 get  back." 

People  on  a Bridge  is  available 
from  Forest  Books.  20  Forest 
View,  London  E4  7AY  (0181-529 
8470).  Faber  will  pubfeti  Selected 
Poems  at  the  end  of  October 


Brenda  Walken  started 
firm  as  a hobby 


In  illustrious 
company 


Winners  of  the  Nobel  Prize 
for  Literature  since  1980 

1996  Wislawa  Szymborska  (Poland) 
1995  Seamus  Heaney  (Ireland) 

1994  Kercaburo  Oe  (Japan) 

1993  Tonr  Morrison  (Untied  Stales) 
1992  Derek  Walcott  (Trinidad) 

1991  Nadine  Gordimer  (S  Africa) 
1990  Ociavlo  Paz  (Mexico) 

1989  Camllo  Jose  Cela  (Spain) 

1988  Naguib  Mahlouz  (Egypt) 

1987  Joseph  Brodsky  (United  Siaies) 
1986  Wole  Soyinka  (Nigeria! 

1985  Claude  Simon  (France) 

1984  Jaroslav  Seilart  (Czech) 

1983  William  Golding  (Britain) 

1962  Gabriel  G Marquez  (Colombia) 
1981  Elias  Canetti  (Britain) 

1980  Czeslaw  Milosz  (United  Slates, 


The  unlikely  ‘disaster* 


,.:w; V. 


BARONESS 

TURNER 

Lawrence  Donegan 

Baroness  Muriel 

Turner  was  a most  un- 
likely candidate  for  the 
■ role  of  New  Labour’s  biggest 
embarrassment  in  the  last 
conference  befbrethe  election. 
Solid,  safe,  austere,  pomp- 
. bus:  views  of  the  former  front- . 
fomch  peer  differ  widely  but 
no-one  who  has  come  across 
her.in  the  last  25 years  would 
' have  singled  her  out  as  poten- 
•-  -Hally  a figure  of  controversy. 
Her -career  in  Labour  Party 
"politics,  until  yesterday,  has 
indeed  been  remarkable  only  , 
for  its  colourlessness. 

The  ©-year-old  baroness,  j 
who-  whose-  husband,  Regi- 
nald, £ former  wing-com- 
mander, : died  tn  1985,  first 
made  her  mark  in  the  early 
- 1970s  as  assistant  general  sec- 
retary of  the  white  collar 
union.  ASTMS  where,  work- 
.•  jug- closely  with  the  union’s 
.'flamboyant  leader,  Clive  Jen- 
kins, .she  helped  it  become 
-.ijf  the  most  powerful 
toemhers  of  the  TUC. 

--vShe  became  a member  of 
• fheTGC’s  general  council  in 
4S8Q  and  joined  the  Equal  Op- 
■ jjflrtonities  Commission  two 

later. 


Lady  Turner . . . solid,  safe, 
austere  and  pompons 

Her  politics  at  that  time 
were  left-wing,  but  as  the 
Labour  Party  changed  under 
Neil  K innock  she  move  into 
the  political  mainstream. 

The  former  Labour  leader 
made  her  a life  peer  in  IMS 
arid  appointed  her  to  the  front 
bench  two  years  later  as  a 
spokeswoman  on  social  secu- 
rity and  employment  — a role 
she  has  filled  assiduously  for 
the  last  nine  years. 

Earlier  this  year,  she  spon- 
sored a bill  in  the  Iflrds 
aimed  at  outlawing  discrimi- 
nation against  gays  and  lesbi- 
ans in  the  workplace. 

She  Joined  the  board  of  Ian 


Greer  Associates  in  1991  and 
insisted  last  night  there  was 
never  any  conflict  of  interest 
with  her  role  in  the  Lords. 

She  defended  Mr  Greer’s 
payment  of  £10,000  to  Mr 
Hamilton  in  language  — 
using  the  collective  noun  toe 

— which  emphasised  the  con- 
tinuing strength  of  her  associ- 
ation with  the  lobbiest. 

"We  believe  we  have  acted 
completely  in  accordance 
with  the  law  and  completely 
in  accordance  with  the  ethics 
of  our  professional  associa- 
tion. We  didn't  pay  MPs  to 
ask  questions  in  the  House.” 

She  has  never  hidden  here 
association  with  Mr  Greer 
and  has  been  tenacious  in  ber 
support  of  him  over  the  years  , 

— she  waived  her  salary  dur- , 
ing  the  lobby  company’s  legal 1 
battle  with  the  Guardian. 

In  July  1994,  she  wrote  to 
Labour  MPs  asking  them  to 
withdraw  their  support  for  a 
parliamentary  motion  criti- 
cising Mr  Greer  following 
reports  about  his  company’s 
dealings  in  the  Guardian. 

This  prompted  outrage 
among  colleagues  in  the  Com- 
mons, including  several  front- 
benchers, who  complained 
she  had  used  Lords  notepaper 
to  lobby  then  on  behalf  of  Mr 
Greer  — a breach  of  parlia- 
mentary rules. 

No  doubt  her  colleagues  are 
even  angrier  after  yesterday’s 
events. 


Duchess  drops 
fight  to  ban 
revealing  book 

Stuart  Millar 

"THE  Duchess  of  York  yes- 
I terday  dropped  a legal 
action  to  block  publication  of 
a book  about  her  private  life. 

She  had  taken  out  an  in- 
junction against  Allan  Star- 
kie's  Fergie,  Her  Secret  Life. 
Written  by  the  former  busi- 
ness partner  of  John  Bryan,  it 
contains  embarrassing  de- 
tails about  the  American  fi- 
nancier's relationship  with 
the  duchess. 

Michael  O'Mara  Books,  the 
publishers,  said  yesterday  the 
duchess  bad  been  forced  to 
drop  the  action  after  a judge 
asked  her  to  lodge  £500.000 
with  the  court  in  case  she 
lost  She  has  considerable 
debts,  and  would  have  faced 
embarrassing  questioning. 

The  book  will  now  be  pub- 
lished on  November  4.  The 
publishers  Insist  it  will  not 
contain  new  material  likely  to 
embarrass  other  royals. 

The  duchess  Dew  to  New 
York  yesterday  to  attend  a 
Disney  video  launch  and  col- 
lect a cheque  for  her  US  char- 
ity, Chances  for  Children. 

Newspapers  have  carried 
extracts  from  another  contro- 
versial book.  Duchess  of  York 
— Uncensored,  by  Madame 
Vassi  Kortesis.  a Greek-born 
fortune  teller. 
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CHOOSE  FROM  OUR  EXCITING 
RANGE  OF  HOLIDAY  OPTIONS 


BARGAIN  FLY-DRIVE  FROM  ONLY 
£699*  INCLUDING  8 DAYS  CAR  HIRE 

WORLD  FAMOUS  TRAIN  JOURNEYS 

THRILLING  SAFARIS 

A CHOICE  OF  TOURS  AND 
SIGHTSEEING  OPPORTUNITIES 
INCLUDING  A FULLY  ESCORTED 
17  DAY  COOK’S  TOUR 


FLIGHT  ONLY  DEALS 
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• JOHANNESBURG 

FROM 

£598 

• CAPE  TOWN 

FROM 

£633 

• DURBAN 

FROM 

£617 
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Dial  the  code  01 633,  then  six  more  figures. 
Chances  are  you’ll  get  through  to  an 
aspiring  pop  icon  because  there  are  rather 
a lot  of  them  in  Newport  at  the  moment. 


Whatever  South  African  holiday  you’re  looking  for,  look  no  further  than  Thomas  Cook.  From  a 
bargain  Fly-Drive  deal  with  South  African  Airways,  to  the  excitement  and  adventure  of  a 17  day 
folly  escorted  Cook's  Tour.  And  to  make  choosing  the  perfect  destination  a little  easier,  send 
us  the  coupon  below  and  you  can  guide  yourself  around  South  Africa  with  our  free  video.  So  if 
you  want  the  best  that  South  Africa  has  to  offer  hurry  down  to  your  local  Thomas  Cook  shop. 


Please  send  me  my  free  South  Africa  video  and  brochure. 


- Postcode: ___________ 

Have  you  visited  South  Africa  before?  YEs|  | NO  | | When  are  you  planning  to  visit  South  Africa?:  | | ~|  | | | 

month  vuJ 

Please  return  this  coupon  to  Thomas  Cook  Holidays,  P.O.  Box  300,  PEL  5RB. 
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News  in  brief 


Gun  club  official  hid 
weapons  in  school 

A GUN  club  safety  officer  was  arrested  by  police  yesterday 
after  the  discovery  of  live  ammunition  in  a school  where  he  has 
worked  as  caretaker  for  10  years.  Detectives  in  Rochdale, 
Greater  Manchester,  are  Questioning  Paul  Fell,  aged  36.  who 
supervises  safety  at  the  nearby  Bury  gun  dub,  after  the  And  at 
Norden  community  school  in  Rochdale. 

Gunpowder,  imitation  pistols  and  band  grenades  ware  found 
In  a locked  storage  cupboard  at  the  school  by  a teacher  who  had 
borrowed  a key  from  a relief  caretaker  to  find  some  school 
equipment  Police  also  confiscated  live  ammunition,  six  hand- 
guns, two  rifles  and  three  shotguns  from  the  home  of  the 
mother  of  Mr  Fell,  whose  two  gun  licences  covering  the  11 
weapons  have  been  revoked. 

Mr  Fell  said  he  had  made  "a  stupid  mistake"  In  storing 
weaponry  in  the  secure  school  cupboard  while  he  moved  house 
from  his  mother's  home.  Det  Chief  Insp  Steven  Lee,  of  Greater 
Manchester  police,  said:  "We  are  treating  this  very  seriously — 
after  events  such  as  the  Dunblane  tragedy,  the  issue  of  guns  and 
schools  is  very  serious."  — Martin  Wainwright 


Allwood  ‘recovering  well’ 

MANDY  Allwood  was  last  night  said  to  be  making  a good 
recovery  despite  being  distraught  after  miscarrying  hear  eight 
babies.  The  32-year-old  divorcee  from  Solihull,  West  Midlands,  is 
recovering  at  King’s  College  hospital,  London.  The  hospital  chap- 
lain visited  her  on  Wednesday  night  and  blessed  by  name  the 
babies  in  the  presence  of  their  father  Paul  Hudson,  aged  37. 

Doctors  warned  Miss  Allwood  from  the  start  Chat  her  chances  of 
successfully  bringing  to  term  all  eight  babies — conceived  after  a 
coarse  ogfertnity  drugs— were  minimal.  But  die  defied  advice  to 
have  a selective  termination. 


‘No  risk’  from  HIV  surgeon 

AHOSPITAL  last  night  sought  to  reassure  more  than  300  ear, 
nose  and  throat  patients  after  revealing  that  a surgeon  who 
operated  on  them  was  tested  HIV  positive.  Officials  at  Whiston 
Hospital  on  Merseyside  insisted  there  was  “virtually  no  risk, 
whatsoever"  to  the  patients  treated  by  the  doctor,  who  has  not 
been  named.  The  doctor  revealed  to  his  colleagues  on  Tuesday 
that  he  hadtested  positive  for  the  virus.  He  was  said  to  be 
"naturally  distressed”  and  off  on  sick  leave. 


Turk  lover  wants  to  visit  son 

THE  Turkish  lover  of  the  14-year-old  child  bride  Sarah  Cook,  wha 


[ authorities  to  grant  him  a visa  so  that  he  can  visit  the 
child,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday. 

Talking  to  journalists  after  he  appeared  in  a Turkish  court  on  a 
charge  of  statutory  rape.  Musanin  Komgagac,  aged  18.  said  he  -was 
desperate  to  see  his  son  and  to  bring  him  gifts  given  by  people  to 
his  family  in  his  home  village  where  the  couple  lived  together 
after  going  through  a traditional  betrothal  ceremony.  The  case 
against  him  was  adjourned  until  November  2L — Alan  Watkins 


Chemical  explosion  inquiry 

HEALTH  and  safety  experts were  last  night  investigating  the 
cause  of  an  explosion  feat  ripped  through  a chemicals  plant  near 
Bristol,  sending  a plume  of  toxic  black  smoke  across  towns  and 
villages  along  toe  Severn  estuary.  Both  motorway  crossings  of  toe 
estuary  were  closed  for  part  of  the  day.  sending  motorists  an 
diversions  af  up  to  50  miles. 

Avon  Eire  Service  said  the  explosion  at  the  Albright  and  Wilson 
works  in  Avonmouth  was  heard  in  Bristol,  eight  miles  away.  Six 
firefighters  were  taken  to  Bristol  royal  infirmary  after  suffering 
breaking  difficulties.  Police  sources  said  early  signs  were  that 
the  explosion was  not  caused  deliberately. — Geoffrey  Gibbs 


Depressed  missing  out 

MISPLACED  fears  tha  t anti-depressant  drugs  are  addictive  and 
worries  that  doctors  will  be  unsympathetic  mean  many  people  are 
not  seeking  help  for  depression,  a survey  published  today  says. 
The  survey  of 2,003  people,  published  in  toe  British  Medical 
Jcnanal,  found  that  78  per  cent  believed,  wron^y,  tiiat  anti- 
depressants were  addictive.  Half  ttie  people  in  the  survey  toou^it 
a GP  would  be  unsympathetic.  — Chris  Mihill 


Bob  and  Paula  in  custody  figlit 

BOB  Geldof  and  Paula  Yates  went  to  the  High  Court  yesterday 
as  the  legal  battle  for  custody  of  their  three  children  got 
underway.  Mr  Geldof  applied  for  custody  of  the  children 
following  allegations  that  drugs  were  found  in  Ms  Yates's 
London  home  while  she  was  in  Australia  with  her  new  partner. 
Michael  Hutohence  of  rock  group  INXS.  — Lawrence  Donegan 


An  adventure 
of  a lifetime 
..and  it's 


(almost!) 
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• Cairo 


★ 6 day  hike,  April  1997 

★ SPECTACULAR  Desert  canyons 

★ SUNRISE  on  Mt  Sinai 

★ SIMM  in  the  Red  Sea 

★ Only  £195  plus  minimum  sponsorship 

★ Flights,  food,  back-up  and 
accommodation  included 

call  now: 

0345697969 
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Formerly  The  Spsstics  Society 


Revelations  strike  at  heart  of  sacred  trust  and  payouts  to  victims  place  heavy  burden  on  dioceses 


Madeleine  Bunting 
Rellgloiu  Affairs  Effitor 


NO  development  has 
so  shocked  the 
worldwide  Catho- 
lic Church  in  the 
last  decade  as 
much  as  the  emergence  of  a 
substantial  number  af  cases 
af  child  sex  abuse  by  priests. 
The  issue  strikes  at  the  heart 
of  the  trust,  once  held  sacred, 
between  priest  and  laity. 

As  the  church  has  grappled 
with  the  unfamiliar  issues  of 
instituting  guidelines  of  good 
practice  and  learning  to  liaise 
with  statutory  authorities,  it 
has  been  hit  by  a wave  of 
compensation  claims  result- 
ing in  huge  payouts  in  Amer- 
ica, Canada  and  Australia. 

The  Chicago  diocese  has 
spent  about  £5  million  since 
1991  on  compensation  for 
clergy  abusing  children,  and 
has  to  sell  off  property  to 
reduce  a deficit  running  into 
millions  af  dollars.  In  New 
Mexico,  the  diocese  had  to 
mount  a special  appeal  to 
avoid  bankruptcy  alter  set- 
tling i2(i  claims.  Only  rids 
August  the  Catholic  Chris- 
tian. Brothers  in  Australia 
paid  out  about  £2  million  to 
210  victims  of  physical  and 
sexual  abuse  after  selling 
property  in  Sydney  to  settle 
the  action. 

Closer  to  home,  there  were 
two  settlements  in  Ireland 
last  year,  one  of  £50,000  and 
one  of  £30,000  paid  to  victims 
of  priests  in  Dublin  diocese. 
The  Irish  church  is  bracing 
itself  for  more  claims. 

But  the  Catholic  church  in 
the  UK  said  last  night  they 
know  of  no  compensation 
claims  which  have  been  made 
or  are  pending  hare.  Nor  is  it 
dear,  even  in  a case  of  crimi- 
nal conviction  of  a priest,  that 
the  Catholic  church  Itself 
would  be  liable. 

Compensation  has  to  be 
claimed  from  the  perpetrator 
of  a crime:  the  church  only 
becomes  liable  for  damages 
when  it  is  proved  In  court 
that  it  was  negligent  For  ex- 
ample, the  claimant  would 
have  to  prove  that  the  church 
ignored  complaints,  or  moved 
the  prist  to  another  parish  to 
avoid  scandal 
The  purpose  of  the  employ- 
ers’ liablity  insurance  policy 
offered  by  the  Catholic 
National  Mutual  — the  sub- 


ject of  BBC  Scotland’s  allega- 
tions — is  to  cover  legal  costs 
in  fighting  a liability  action 
and,  only  if  tile  church  was 
proved  negligent  paying  out 
compensation. 

In  a bid  to  avoid  the  kind  of 
wanrialu  and  bills  which  have 
dogged  dioceses  around  the 
world,  the  Catholic  church  in 
England  and  Wales  has  acted 
promptly,  publishing  tight 
guidelines  in  1994.  Under 
these,  any  allegation  of  abuse 
must  be  reported  to  the  statu- 
tory authorities  — social  ser- 
vices or  the  police  — within 
two  days  and  the  priest  in- 
volved must  be  suspended  Im- 
mediately while  an  investiga- 
tion Is  carried  out.  The 
Catholic  church  in  Scotland 
followed  suit  with  its  own 
guidelines  last  month. 

Although  senior  church- 
men insist  that  the  guidelines 
were  in  response  to  the  devas- 
tating pain  of  abuse  victims, 
they  were  also  clearly  pro- 
voked by  the  increasing  possi- 


‘Inthe  UK 
the  Catholic 
church  is 
taking  no  risks 
these  days’ 


bility  of  litigation.  “It  would 
be  fantastically  difficult  to 
prove  negligence  after  the  im- 
plementation. of  the  guide- 
lines." admitted  Nicholas 
Coote,  assistant  secretary  to 
the  Conference  of  Bishops  in 
England  and  Wales  and  one  of 
the  working  party  who  drew 
up  the  guidelines. 

In  the  UK.  the  church  is 
taking  no  risks  these  days.  A 
year  ago  an  allegation  was 
made  against  Father  Michael 
Bollings,  one  of  the  most 
respected  priests  in  London- 
He  was  immediately  sus- 
pended while  the  church 
undertook  an  investigation 
which  took  several  months 
even  though  the  police 
quickly  dropped  the  case  for 
lack  of  evidence.  Father  Bol- 
lings was  eventually  cleared 
and  reinstated,  sparking  criti- 
cism that  the  pendulum  had 
swung  too  far  against  priests 
who  were  now  vulnerable  to 
false  and  inaccurate 
allegations. 


Father  Ivan  Payne,  a Dublin  priest,  who  paid  £27,500 compensation  in  1993  to  a man  who 
claimed  he  was  sexually  assaulted  by  him  while  serving  as  an  altar  hoy  at  a holiday 
camp.  The  money  was  borrowed  from  diocese  funds 


Teenager 
assaulted 
after  plea 
for refuge 


Case  study 


Maggie  O’Kane  . ' 

CHRIS,  a 24-year-old 
Glasgow  man  who  says 
he  was  sexually  abused  by 
a priest  when  he  was  17,. 
plans  to  force  the  church  to 
pay  him  compensation  in 
court. 

The  m«n  says  he  turned 
to  the  priest  after  he  was 
sexually  abused  at  home. 
He  was  invited  to  come  to 
live  in  a “Tiouse  of  prayer” 
in  Northern  Ireland  where 
the  abuse  went  on  for  three 
months. 

“The  abuse  happened  in 
the  prayer  room.  We  went 
in  there  alone,  he  opened 
the  scriptures  at  random 
and  then  prayed  to  a relic 
of  the  Blessed  Charles. 
Then  he’d  wish  me  the 
Peace  of  Christ  and  it 
would  all  start. 

“I  put  up  with  It  then,  I 
suppose,  because  I had  been 
abused  at  home  and  even 
though  he  was  violating  me 
in  front  of  the  altar  it 
wasn’t  as  had  as  what  had 
gone  on  at  home. 

“I  only  went  crazy  when  I 
found  out  he  was  doing  the 
same  thing  to  my  best 
friend. 

“Then  X found  out  that 
there  were  about  eight  of  us 
that  he  was  violating.  After 
that  he  said  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  if  I went  back  to 
Scotland.  He  was  afraid  I 
would  blow  tbe  whistle  on 
him  and  I did." 

Chris  went  to  a priest  in 
his  home  parish  of  Glasgow 
and  was  told  that  his 
abuser  would  be  dealt  with 
"Nothing  happened  to 
him.  He  went  on  to  be  a par- 
ish priest  in  Ireland. 

"Pa  not  interested  in  the 
money. 

*T  just  want  someone  in 
authority  in  the  Church 
saying  we’re  sorry  for  vio- 
lating you  in  front  of  the 
blessed  sacrament.” 


Tories  ‘poised  to  lurch  to  the  right’ 


Survey  shows  most  prospective 
candidates  to  be  Euro-sceptics 
and  supporters  of  death  penalty 


Emn  Mac  AsUD,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 


THE  Conservative  Party 
Is  set  to  lurch  to  the  right 
after  the  general  elec- 
tion, according  to  a survey  of 
prospective  candidates  pub- 
lished today. 

They  are  much  more  Euro- 
sceptical  than  the  MPs  they 
hope  to  replace,  with  none  in 
favour  of  a single  currency. 
Divisions  over  Europe  will  be 
a dominant  theme  at  the 
party  conference,  which 
opens  in  Bournemouth  on 
Tuesday. 

The  survey  suggests  that 
John  Redwood's  popularity  is 
growing  on  tbe  right  and  that 
he  is  emerging  as  the  favour- 
ite to  replace  John  Major  if 


there  is  a post-election  leader- 
ship contest 

Until  now,  tbe  expectation 
at  Westminster  has  been  that 
the  right  would  outnumber 
the  left  2-1  among  tbe  new  in- 
take. But  the  survey  indicates 
thte  is  a huge  underestima- 
tion of  toe  growing  strength 
of  the  right 

It  further  dents  the  already 
battered  leadership  chances 
of  the  Chancellor,  Kenneth 
Clarke,  and  the  chances  those 
who  harbour  hopes  of  emerg- 
ing as  compromise  candi- 
dates, fan  Lang  and  Stephen 
DorrelL  Hie  battle,  if  the  Con- 
servatives are  defeated,  is 
shaping  up  as  predominantly 
a rightwing  affair  between  Mr 
Redwood,  Michael  Portillo 
and  Michael  Howard. 

The  Economist  contacted 


prospective  candidates  in  75 
seats  where  toe  sitting  Tory 
MP  is  to  stand  down.  Most 
have  a good  chance  of  win- 
ning unless  there  is  a huge 
swing  to  Labour.  Forty-six 
returned  usable  answers.  The 
sitting  MPs  were  then  asked 
the  same  questions,  with  40 
per  cent  replying. 

On  Europe,  they  were  asked 
to  rank  themselves  on  a scale 
of  one  to  five,  one  being  toe 
most  pro-European  and  five 
the  most  anti-European.  The 
score  averaged  out  as 
strongly  sceptical,  4.1.  Among 
toe  retiring  MPs  tbe  average 
was  3.2. 

Another  indicator  is  the 
death  penalty,  on  which  the 
retiring  MPS  were  divided  but 
the  prospective  candidates 
were  three  to  one  in  favour. 

Most  were  coy  about  dis- 
cussing a leadership  contest, 
but  eight  mentioned  Mr  Red- 
wood and  several  others  Mr 
Howard  and  Mr  Portillo.  No 
one  mentioned  Mr  Clarke. 

In  a MORI  poll,  also  in  the 


Economist,  John  Major 
emerged  as  the  favourite  to 
continue  as  leader  among 
Conservative  voters,  with  27 
per  cent  support,  compared 
with  16  per  cent  for  Michael 
Heseltine,  13  per  cent  for  Bar- 
oness Thatcher,  9 per.  cent  for 
Mr  Redwood,  and  7 per  cent 
for  both  Mr  Clarke  and  Mr 
Portillo. 

Mr  Lang  received  1 per  cent 
and  Mr  Dorrell  less  than  0.5 
percent 

Conservative  Central  Office 
last  night  played  flown  the 
survey  of  prospective  candi- 
dates: “People  should  be  care- 
ful about  reading  too  much 
into  small  samples  of  a few 
candidates. 

"The  Conservative  Party 
will  remain  a party  of  the  cen- 
tre right” 

But  Brian  Wilson,  who  is 
on  Labour’s  campaign  tram, 
said:  "This  survey  shows  how 
the  moderates  have  been 
routed  and  the  Tory  party 
dragged  to  tbe  right  wing 
fringes." 


Theologian  in  heresy  inquiry 
may  resign  from  ‘Wee  Frees’ 


E rlend  douston 


ONE  of  Britain's  leading 
theologians  may  walk  out 
on  bis  church  after  it  cleared 
his  opponents  of  an  ultra-Cal- 
vinist  conspiracy  and  instead 
accused  him  of  heresy. 

The  Free  Church  of  Scot- 
land yesterday  announced  its 
training  of  toe  ministry  com- 
mittee would  investigate 
“statements  and  comments” 
by  Donald  Macleod,  acquitted 
on  five  charges  of  indecent  as- 
sault earlier  this  year. 

The  decision  fallowed  an  in- 
quiry by  a church  committee 
into  toe  events  surrounding 
toe  trial,  at  which  the  judge 
ruled  that  Professor  Macleod 
had  in  fact  been  framed  by 
Protestant  zealots  — several 
of  them  Free  Church  office- 
bearers. 

Prof  Macleod.  the  55-year- 
old  bead  of  systematic  theol- 
ogy at  Edinburgh's  Free 
Church  College,  now  faces 
scrutiny  by  many  of  the  men 


compared  to  Jesuits  in  their 
fanaticism  by  Sheriff  John 
Horsburgh. 

"1  am  quite  stunned;  this 
puts  me  back  in  the  dock,” 
said  Prof  Macleod.  "There  are 
plenty  of  steeples  in  Scotland 
as  it  is  ...  but  if  l find  that 
folk  need  leadership.  I would 
then  feel  bound  to  do  all  I 
could  to  give  them  that  lead- 
ership,” be  said. 

The  compromise  motion 
adopted  by  the  Free  Church's 
Commission  of  Assembly 
reflected  toe  divided  views  on 
Prof  Macleod  in  a movement 
where  church  attendance  has 
shrunk  by  13  per  cent  to 
12,000  since  1990. 

While  repudiating  the  con- 
spiracy theory  and  querying 
Prof  Macleod' s beliefs,  the  72- 
member  commission  ordered 
a separate  inquiry  into  the  be- 
haviour of  three  members  of 
the  training  of  the  ministry 
committee,  on  the  grounds 
that  “they  may  have  lost  the 
confidence  of  many  in  the 
church". 


Victim  of  the  IRA  cause 
buried  in  Irish  village 


David  Sharrock  on 
a dignified  tribute 


IARMUID  O'Neill,  the 
IRA  suspect  shot  dead 

by  anti-terrorist  police 

in  west  London  11  days  ago, 
was  buried  yesterday  accord- 
ing to  his  family's  wishes  — 
in  a quiet  dignified  ceremony 
on  a hillside  overlooking 
Courtmacsherry  Bay. 

O’Neill's  parents,  Eoghan 
and  Theresa,  had  appealed  for 
no  paramilitary  trappings, 
and  Individuals  among  the 
strong  Sinn  Fein  presence 
stressed  they  were  there  in  a 
private  capacity.  The  Irish 
police,  however,  took  no 
chances,  with  sniffer  dogs, 
trained  to  detect  explosives, 
used  to  search  the  graveyard 
and  parish  church  at  Timo- 
league,  the  quaint  seaside  vil- 
lage which  the  O'Neills  had 
adopted  as  a refuge  from  their 
London  lives. 

Around  100  uniformed  and 
plain  clothes  Gardai  sealed 
off  the  village  from  midday 
and  Special  Branch  men 
watched  the  faces  among  the 
mourners. 

Sean  McManus,  a member 
of  Sinn  Fein's  ruling  execu- 
tive who  took  part  in  talks  at 
Stormont  with  Sir  Patrick 


Mayhew  before  the  ending  of 
the  IRA  ceasefire  last  year, 
was  toe  most  senior  republi- 
can present 

Mr  McManus's  son,  Joseph, 
was  shot  dead  during  a failed 
ERA  attempt  to  murder  a part- 
time  soldier  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

Paddy  Ryan,  the  former 
Catholic  priest  who  toe  Brit- 
ish authorities  have  twice 
failed  to  extradite  from  Ire- 
land to  face  terrorism 
charges,  was  also  present 

Diarmuid  O’Neill’s  Spanish 
girlfriend,  Karmele  Ereflo, 
whose  relationship  with  the 
IRA  suspect  has  prompted  a 
new  Joint  investigation  by 
British  and  Spanish  police, 
arrived  at  the  church  arm  in 
arm  with  his  mother. 

Her  floral  wreath,  wrapped 
in  a ribbon  of  the  Irish  tricol- 
our, bore  the  message:  “I'll  al- 
ways love  you.  Gero  Arte 
Sari,"  a Basque  phrase  which 
means  "see  you  later”. 

Father  James  Coombes  ac- 
knowledged her  presence  at 
the  funeral  mass  by  name  be- 
fore praising  her  boyfriend’s 
family.  “There  hasn't  been  a 
word  of  self-pity,  a word  of 
bitterness,  a word  of  recrimi- 
nation. This  is  a very  difficult 
occasion,  there  is  a great  deal 
of  mystery  in  what  is  happen- 
ing in  our  country.” 


O'Neill's  elder  sister,  Siob- 
han,  and  younger  brother, 
Shane,  read  prayers.  Siobhan, 
a nurse  at  a London  hospital, 
said:  “May  God  give  us  toe 
serenity  to  accept  those 
things  that  cannot  be 
changed,  the  courage  to 
change  toe  things  that  can  be 
changed,  and  the  wisdom  to 
know  the  difference.” 

Shane,  aged  23,  his  closely 
cropped  red  hair  reminding 
family  and  friends  erf  his  dead 
brother,  said:  “You  shared 
your  life  wife  us,  God  give 
eternal  life  to  you."  The 
strongly  English  accents 
grated  on  tbe  ears  of  the 
softly-spoken  Cork  folk. 

It  was  a short  walk  to  the 
graveyard.  Shane  shoulder- 
ing toe  coffin  to  its  final  rest- 
ing place. 

Karmele  stepped  forward, 
wife  a single  red  rose,  kissed 
its  petals  and  tossed  it  in.  to 
the  gaping  hole  before  break- 
ing down  and  burying  Iter 
head  In  toe  shoulder  of  a fam- 
ily member. 

• A message  of  condolence  to 
O’Neill's  family  to  An  Phob- 
lacht,  the  Irish  republican 
weekly  newspaper,  includes 
the  statement  "Deep  sympa- 
thy from  all  POWs.  White- 
moor"  — the  Cambridgeshire 
prison  where  a number  of 
IRA  terrorists  are  held. 


shrt,han’ ,eft-  - ~ ss&szsz 


pdioc 


esfis 


saulted 

iM'plea 

refuge 


study 


f.OTLano 


l*S..a  2i-.u. 
**&>*  man  uV/’0-'8 
j-.sesurt33>-  j,K.,  °*>- 
Mf -When  h»*  -/.vd  b- 

averse  the 
W comp*.*,.-,  •'■•H 

■;,  . -l-on  j. 


nan  *avs.  h..  . 
PHtrSt  aft*;  r'Jrn^ 
fit  abused  .;• 

m -taw**  Sl-V;?* 

is*  went  ok  :•' 

: -.  ’-  -nrtc 


^ *tePP”n-(i „ 
‘2*8  rusjnt  W-  . "■ 
v-  alone.  iu.  / **e: 
a: 

an  p»av?c  -.^  j*/® 

Blessed  r ■ ■ rr.-.i:': 
te’d  wi«h  ’nnZ  .?• 
of  Chris,; 
distort.  ad  :‘ 
t Up  Wit  ft  , 

?,  iwcou  w ; ric.j : vj 

at  bum i-  ^ 

be  W«s  i|i',2>  „ . ’■■ 
it  of  = 

as  M ii-  , 
iathoni.-. 
y wafiri.', 

at  h*  v.*,  t.  ,:V  : 

ifeinr  *5..  t.  . 


iV’T  iocr-:. 

fifi?  ttbo'j:  ■ 

*a*  v:.  . 

said  r ... 
it  ! Arr/ 

|.“H*  . 

Winn  tnr  '.v 

II  did.” 
tttai  .. 
f -jar-N*-  • • 

« tVr;f] 

•v-  .t- 

Mfrtf  h .»■.;■ 

W«tl  *>•■  • , 
it  iu  ft-  ..  •»■ 


u.;tr,-.  •*  .- 

v m 

vr’ry  -4V- 


J=*~ — 


$y  inquiry 
fee  Frees1 


,gsr 

M-'' 

v,.-. 

teu»>-r- 


?K5rt  • • 
TV  -T  - 
:£-'V=  T 
•X'  •••. 


The  Guardian  Friday  October  4 1996 


Straw  sets 


LABOUR  IN  BLACKPOOL  5 


out  regime 
for  drug 
criminals 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affaire  Editor 


THE  courts  Will  be  able 
to  order  mandatory 
drug  testing  and  treat- 
ment programmes  for 
those  who  commit  serious 
drug-related  crimes  under 
new  proposals  unveiled  by 
Jack  Straw,  the  shadow  home 
secretary  yesterday. 

This  new  pledge  to  “halt  the 
vicious  circle  of  addiction  and 
crime”  came  as  Labour 
staged  its  first  fun  law  and 
order  debate. 

While  delegates  appeared 
pleased  with  Mr  Straw's 
claim  that  theirs  was  now  the 
party  of  law  and  order,  their 
response  to  calls  from  the 
floor  tor  tougher  sentencing 
was  still  not  as  enthusiastic 
as  at  the  Tory  party  confer- 


‘Heroin  addicts 
steal  more  than 
£1  bn  worth  of 
property  a year5 


ence.  Mr  Straw  also  detailed 
his  party's  pledge  to  intro- 
duce a ban  on  ownership  and 
possession  of  handguns,  but  it 
emerged'  that  single  shot 
sporting  pistols  below  0.22 
calibre  may  yet  be  exempted. 

Labour’s  new  proposal  for  a 
drug  testing  and  treatment 
order  is  based  on  similar 
schemes  run  in  California, 
and  is  designed  as  an  alterna- 
tive to  prison.  All  offenders 
convicted  of  drug  dealing, 
drug  possession,  burglary  or 
theft  — and  assessed  by  the 
court  through  a pre-sentence 
report  — would  also  face  a 
new  regime  of  drug  testing  for 
heroin,  other  opiates  and 
cocaine. 

Those  identified  as  addicted 
to  hard  drugs  would  then  face 
a possibe  treatment  order  as 
part  of  their  probation  sen- 
tence. For  the  first  month 
they  would  face  a random 
drug  test  at  least  twice  a 
week,  and.  if  they  were  not 
clean  by  the  end  <rf  the  period 
would  face  mandatory  treat- 
ment. Probation  officers 
would  have  to  be  given  a new 
power  to  administer  £5  a time 
tests. 

“In  the  last  five  years  the 
number  of  serious  drug  ad- 


dicts have  doubled.”  Mr 
Straw  told  the  conference.  “It 
is  not  just  the  addicts  them- 
selves that  suffer.  The  public 
does  as  well,  with  heroin  ad- 
dicts thieving  daily  to  fund 
their  habit  at  a cost  of  well 
over  £1  billion  in  property 
stolen  by  them  each  year.  It  is 
time  to  call  a halt  to  this  vi- 
cious circle  of  addiction  and 
crime.” 

He  added  that  too  often  her- 
oin addicts  were  in  court  for 
stealing  20  stereos  a day  and 
then  insisted  they  had  not  got 
a problem. 

The  shadow  home  secretary 
believes  that  the  savings  in 
costs  to  the  criminal  justice 
system  in  dealing  with  repeat 
drug  offenders  would  more 
than  cover  the  resources  in- 
volved in  the  large  scale  ex- 1 
pans  ion  in  drug  treatment , 
programmes. 

The  idea  was  cautiously  I 
welcomed  by  the  police  and 
by  penal  reformers  yesterday. 

Paul  Cavadino.  the  chair  of 
the  Penal  Affairs  Consortium, 
which  represents  31  organisa- 
tions in  the  criminal  justice 
system,  gave  the  proposal  a 
qualified  welcome,  saying  it 
made  sense  to  identify  and 
deal  with  more  drug  offenders 
by  intensive  treatment  in  the 
community. 

He  said  he  wanted  to  see  the 
detail  of  how  the  proposed 
testing  arrangements  would 
work  but  agreed  that  the  cost 
of  drug  treatment  pro- 
grammes would  be  more  than 
recouped  by  a reduction  in 
drug-related  crime. 

Mr  Straw  also  detailed  the 
party's  pledge  on  gun  control, 
saying  it  would  cover  bans  on 
both  the  private  ownership 
and  possession  of  all  hand 
guns  the  prohibition  is  in  line 
with  the  party's  evidence  to 
the  Cullen  inquiry  into  the 
Dunblane  massacre  and 
leaves  open  whether  single- 
shot target  shooting  pistols 
under  0-22  calibre,  which  are 
kept  at  shooting  clubs,  should 
remain  legal 

The  conference  heard  a 
moving  appeal  by  the  organis- 
ers of  the  Dunblane  Snow- 
drop Petition  urging  Labour 
to  ban  these  guns  as  well 

Mr  Straw  made  clear  that 
Labour's  gun  control  policy 
also  includes  an  end  to  mail 
order  sales,  a ban  on  anyone 
under  IB  holding  any  kind  of 
gun,  even  airguns,  and  a 
much  tougher  licensing 
system. 
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Cheer  leaders  put 
clapometer  in  spin 


Simon  Hoggart 


FIRST  an  apology.  Yester- 
day I may  inadvertently 
have  given  the  inmres- 


A Labour  delegate  listening  to  Ann  Pearston’s  plea  on  behalf  of  the  victims  of  Dunblane 
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Don’t  weaken  guns  ban  pledge,  pleads  Dunblane  petition  organiser 


Alan  Travis 


ANN  Pearston,  organiser 
of  the  750,000-sienatiire 


nof  the  750,000-signatiire 
Dunblane  Snowdrop 
petition,  yesterday  made  a 
moving  plea  to  Labour  not 
to  stop  short  of  a compre- 
hensive ban  on  handguns- 
Her  speech  was  followed  by 
the  conference  standing  in 
silence  in  memory  of  the  16 
victims  of  Homas  Hamilton 
at  Dunblane  primary  school. 

“The  only  reason  I am 
speaking  to  yon  is  because 
the  pistol  that  Thomas  Ha- 
militon  used  on  his  victims 
was  legal,”  she  told  the  con- 
ference. “No  action  was 
taken  against  handguns 


after  Hungerford  despite 
the  fact  that  nine  of  Ryan's 
victims  were  killed  with  a 
legally  held  pistol.  Why 
not?  Because  the  gun  lobby 
fought  tooth  and  nail  to 
preserve  the  long-estab- 
lished sport  of  target  shoot- 
ing. This  sport  allows 
people  like  Hamilton  easy 
access  to  guns." 

She  said  those  who  sur-  { 
vived  Dunblane  include  a 
child  who  lost  the  sight  of 
one  eye.  a child  now  in  a 
wheelchair,  and  a child  and 
a gym  teacher  each  with  a 
hand  that  no  longer  works. 

She  wanted  to  believe  the 
shooting  organisations* 
promise  that  they  would 
support  any  reasonable 


measure  to  prevent  another 
Dunblane.  “But  I'm  afraid  I 
can’t."  Any  legislation  that 
fell  short  of  a ban  on  hand- 
guns would  mean  “we  and 
our  p.hiMrt»n  are  expendable 
so  that  target  shooters  can 
retain  their  right  to  pursue 
a sport  that  uses  weapons 
designed  to  kill." 

• A Conservative  Central 
Office  spokeswoman  reacted 
furiously  after  Labour  offl-  j 
cials  challenged  them  to 
give  Mrs  Pearston  a hearing 
at  their  conference  in 
Bournemouth  next  week. 
She  said  there  would  be  no 
Invitation  because  the  party 
did  not  want  to  face  charges 
of  seeking  political  mileage 
from  tragedy. 
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Ann  Pearston:  disbelieved 
gun  lobby's  promises 


1 have  given  the  impres- 
sion that  the  speech  by  Har- 
riet Harman  received  almost 
as  warm  a reception  from  the 
delegates  to  the  Labour  Par- 
ty’s conference  as  the 
remarks  made  earlier  by  Bar- 
bara Castle. 

I am  privately  informed  by 
a Labour  spin  doctor  that  that 
was  not  the  case.  In  fact  Miss 
Hannan's  applause  was  led 
by  the  so-called  “strategic 
dappers'',  who  are  placed 
round  the  hall  by  the  party's 
apparatchiks  to  clap  and 
cheer  any  speaker  who  needs 
a little  help. 

They  can  be  spotted  by  the 
way  they  stretch  their  arms 
as  wide  as  possible,  In  the 
manner  of  an  angler  boasting 
about  his  fish,  then  slamming 
them  together  to  create  a 
sound  similar  to  the  battle  of 
Monte  Cassino. 

The  spin  doctor  assured  me 
that  far  fewer  of  the  real  dele- 
gates were  cheering  Ms  Har- 
man's speech.  I should  like  to 
express  sincere  regret  for  my 
mistake  and  any  distress  it 
may  have  caused. 

I did  not  notice  any  strate- 
gic clapping  for  Jack  Straw, 
the  shadow  home  secretary, 
who  declared:  “There  is  only 
one  party  of  law  and  order 
and  that  party  is  the  Labour 
Party.” 

Some  old  Labour  lags  may 
have  been  startled  by  that  as- 
sertion, and  by  the  fact  that 
Mr  Straw  also  quoted  David 
Mellor  with  approval.  Mr 
Mellor  had  said  that  in  crime 
the  Tories  had  been  out- 
flanked by  Labour. 

In  fact  with  his  expensive 
tastes,  laddish  enthusiasm  for 
football  and  vague  unspecific 
policies,  there  is  something 
very  New  Labour  about  Mr 
Mellor.  Would  it  not  be  won- 
derful if  he  decided  to  cross 
the  floor  like  Alan  Howarth? 
Labour's  party  managers 
would  mount  a massive  pub- 
lic relations  operation  — to 
keep  it  secret 

Mr  Straw's  speech  was  not 
bad  at  all.  He  is  one  of  the  few 


members  of  the  shadow  cabi- 
net who  gives  the  impression 
that  he  believes  poor  people, 
who  suffer  much  more  from 
crime  than  most  of  us,  might 
be  worth  support  and 
protection. 

Earlier,  Clare  Short  spoke 
in  the  debate  on  foreign  af- 
fairs — or  “leadership  in  the 
world"  as  it  is  called,  since 
under  New  Labour  debates  do 
not  have  titles  but  slogans. 

It  was  her  job  to  speak 
against  unilateral  nuclear 
disarmament  (or  “using  our 
weapons  to  get  rid  of  more 
weapons"  in  the  mystifying 
slogan  adopted  to  replace  the 
motto  “fight,  fight  and  fight 
again"). 

Being  a lefty  herself.  Ms 
Short  is  often  put  up  to 
dampen  the  left's  expecta- 
tions. She  did  it  again  yester- 
day, with  obvious  sincerity 
but  without  much  passion. 

I was  reminded  of  the  film 
The  Manchurian  Candidate, 
in  which  American  officials 
are  brainwashed  into  spying 
for  the  communists.  A certain 
phrase  is  spoken  to  them  — if 
memory  serves,  it  was  "Do 
you  play  solitaire?"  — and 
they  immediately  go  into  an 
obedient  trance. 

At  times,  the  whole  confer- 
ence seems  to  be  in  an  obedi- 
ent trance.  It  all  got  too  much 
for  one  man  in  a Hawaiian 
shirt,  who  leapt  to  the  ros- 
trum to  say  that  not  one  of  the 
constituency  delegates  that 
had  been  called  was  in  favour 
of  unilateral  nuclear 
disarmament. 

Robin  Cook,  the  chairman, 
assured  him,  somewhat  im- 
probably, that  it  had  been  an 
accident  But  it  left  open  the 
more  important  question: 
how  had  the  man  got  on  stage 
in  the  first  place?  And  near 
the  start  of  the  live  television 
transmission? 

It  brought  to  mind  another 
film  scene  — the  end  of  every 
James  Bond  film  in  which  he 
gets  into  the  villain's  secret 
lair  disguised  as  a technician, 
then  sabotages  the  H-bomb  or 
whatever.  The  party's  brass 
must  have  felt  like  Gold- 
finger,  screaming:  “It's  Bondi 
Seize  him  and  bring  him  to 
me!” 

As  it  happens,  I shared  a 
taxi  to  the  conference  hall 
with  Clare  Short  yesterday 
morning.  She  was  as  bouncy 
and  bubbly  as  ever.  Once  in- 
side the  building  we  went  our 
separate  ways,  I to  the  press 
room,  she  to  behind  the  plat- 
form, where  Peter  Mandelson 
approached  her  and  mur- 
mured: “Ah,  Clare!  Do  you 
play  solitaire?" 
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Party  pitches  for  top  sport  events 


Cunningham  backs  drive  for 
World  Cup  and  Olympics 


John  Duncan 
Sports  Correspondent 


JACK  CUNNINGHAM,  the 
shadow  national  heritage 
secretary,  yesterday  com- 
mitted Labour  to  the  cam- 
paign to  bring  the  world's  two 
greatest  sporting  events  to 
Britain  when  he  promised 
forceful  and  practical  support 
for  attempts  to  attract  the 
2006  soccer  World  Cup  and 
2008  Olympics. 

“The  Football  Association 
have  the  emphatic  backing 
and  support  of  the  Labour 
Party  In  their  bid  tor  the  2006 
World  Cup."  Mr  Cunningham 
told  a fringe  meeting,  which 
the  Manchester  United  man- 
ager. Alex  Ferguson,  also 
addressed.  "They  will  have  the 
full  support  of  a new  Labour 
government  if  we  are  elected. 
We  believe  that  we  should  be 
hosting  major  world  sporting 


events  and  that’s  why  we  will 
also  be  backing  the  hosting  of 
the  Olympics.”  Government 
and  lottery  money  could  be 
used  to  beef  up  the  campaigns, 
he  said. 

The  British  Olympic 
Association  has  decided  not 
to  bid  for  the  2004  Olympics, 
but  is  almost  certain  to  put 
London  forward  for  the  2008 
games.  FA  representatives 
have  started  gathering  pre- 
liminary information  in  the 
United  States  to  assist  their 
World  Cup  bid.  Decisions  by 
Fifa  and  the  IOC  on  both  will 
be  taken  within  the  lifetime  of 
the  next  government. 

“Priority  one  for  us  is  a 
World  Cup  bid,  the  logical 
next  step  from  Euro  96,"  said 
David  Davies,  the  FA’s  head 
of  communications.  ‘Make  no 
mistake,  our  reputation  for 
staging  events  has  soared 
since  the  summer.  The  time  is 
right  for  us.  We  are  already 


taking  the  first  steps  on  what 
may  be  a long  and  difficult 
task  to  bring  the  biggest  event 
of  all  to  England  again.  If  we 
do  not  bring  this  World  Cup 
in  2006,  it  wont  be  here  for 
another  20  years  on  top  of 
that.  The  World  Cup  no 
longer  alternates  back  and 
forth  over  the  Atlantic  — we 
are  talking  about  Africa,  Asia 
and  other  places.” 

Tepid  government  backing 
for  bringing  large  sports 
events  under  Margaret 
Thatcher  set  Britain  back 
many  years,  greatly  hinder- 
ing Manchester  and  Birming- 
ham in  their  Olympic  bids  in 
the  past. 

While  John  Major  has  at- 
tempted to  redress  that  bal- 
ance — for  example  commit- 
ting millions  of  pounds  to  the 
clearing  of  land  for  a new 
Manchester  stadium  on  top  of 
directing  £180  million  of  lot- 
tery money  to  a new  national 
stadium  — Mr  Cunningham 
said  Labour  was  taking  the 
lead  on  sport  "We  are  the 
only  ones  who  have  a coher- 
ent policy  for  sport  and  for 


football  in  particular,''  said 
Tom  Pendry,  the  shadow  min- 
ister for  sport 

The  Labour  Party  Charter 
for  Football  commits  Labour 
to  setting  up  a task  force 
made  up  of  people  within  the 
game  aimed  as  drawing  up 
the  necessary  changes. 
“When  it  comes  to  sport” 
said  Mr  Cunningham,  “The 
Labour  Party  is  a Premier 
League  outfit  while  the  Tories 
still  languish  in  the  Vanxhall 
Conference.” 

Mr  Cunningham  also  de- 
rided the  Government’s  com- 
mitment to  grassroots  sport 
“Mr  Major  claims  to  be  com- 
mitted to  raising  the  standard 
of  sports  in  schools  but  his 
government’s  record  is  abys- 
mal in  that  regard,"  he  said. 

Since  1981  more  than  5.000 
school  playing  fields  have 
been  sold  off,  and  2,000  are 
under  threat  The  number  of 
PE  teachers  has  halved  with 
less  than  25  per  cent  of  chil- 
dren doing  more  than  two 
hours  of  PE  a week. 
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Second  Trident  vote  victory  over  nuclear  Services  ban  on 
disarmers  heralds  new  era,  says  Clark  gays  opposed 


In  an  ideal  world  you  will  always 
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the  worst  happen,  would  they  be 
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hrest  the  ghost  of  leftwing 
dissent  over  nuclear  arms 
when  for  the  first  time  a ma- 
jority of  constituency  activ- 
ists voted  to  retain  the  Tri- 
dent nuclear  missile. 

The  Labour  leadership 
claimed  victory  after  dele- 
gates rejected  a motion  call- 
ing for  Trident  to  be  scrapped 
by  56.35  per  cent  to  43.65  per 
cent  in  a card  vote.  In  the  past 
the  party  was  always  saved 
by  the  union  block  vote  but 
this  year  its  policy  was  en- 
dorsed by  both  sections  of  the 
conference. 

It  was  the  second  year  run- 
ning that  the  leadership's  will 
prevailed  on  an  issue  which 
For  many  years  before  pro- 
vided a rallying  point  for  the 
left  on  which  to  inflict  embar- 
rassing defeats  on  party 
leaders. 

David  Clark,  the  shadow  de- 
fence  secretary,  said  the 
result  "heralds  a new  era  in 
the  history  of  our  party. 

“Today's  Labour  Party  is 
united  in  its  commitment  to 
strong  defence  for  Britain. 
The  party's  oldest  divisions 


on  defence  should  now  be 
gone  for  ever.  I hope  that  the 
arguments  over  Trident  have 
become  a relic  of  the  past”. 

The  vote  followed  an  appeal 
for  unity  by  Clare  Short,  the 
shadow  overseas  develop- 
ment minister  and  an  NEC 
member.  She  told  delegates 
efforts  to  get  a worldwide  nu- 
clear arms  ban  were  more 
likely  to  succeed  through 
active  participation  in  talks 
than  through  a “one-off  uni- 
lateral gesture”. 

Labour's  policy  involved 
“using  our  weapons  to  get  rid 
of  more  weapons,  nils  must 
be  a better  way  to  use  our ! 
influence”. 

But  Chris  Purnell,  from  Or- 
pington, moving  the  motion 
to  scrap  Trident,  warned:  "As 
long  as  nuclear  weapons 
remain  on  this  earth,  there  is 
a danger  of  nuclear  war. 
Don't  be  put  under  the  illu- 
sion that  humanity  would 
survive  a nuclear  war.  We 
would  all  be  destroyed." 

He  was  backed  by  Dave 
Brown,  from  Huntingdon, 
who  described  nuclear 
weapons  as  a "affront  to 
civilisation". 

But  shadow  defence  secre- 
tary David  Clark  warned  dele- 
gates  that  Labour’s  defence 


policy  had  lost  It  electoral 
support  at  the  last  election.  { 

"British  people  won't  elect 
a government  that  they  do  not  I 
trust  with  the  defence  of  our 
country."  he  said. 

“Today  our  defence  policy 
is  comprehensive,  credible 
and  it  has  the  support  of  the 
people  of  Britain." 

Later  CND  welcomed 
Labour's  renewed  commit- 
ment to  pursuing  an  Interna- 
tional agreement  on  total  nu- 
clear disarmament. 

But  it  strongly  criticised 
the  leadership  for  ducking  the 
Trident  issue  and  challenged 
a new  Labour  government  to 
recall  Trident  to  ports  and 
pledge  it  would  not  he 
replaced. 

• Ms  Short,  who  took  over 
the  overseas  development 
portfolio  in  the  July  reshuffle, 
also  paid  a warm  tribute  to 
her  predecessor,  the  much- 
loved  leftwing  veteran  Joan 
Lestor.  who  is  stepping  down 
as  an  MP  at  the  election. 

"She  has  made  an  enor- 
mous contribution  to  the 
party  in  all  areas  of  our  work 
but  especially  in  her  long- 
standing and  dedicated  inter- 
national work,  and  her  work 
for  the  well-being  of  chil- 
dren,” she  said. 


LABOUR  yesterday  sig- 
nalled overwhelming  oppo- 


I nailed  overwhelming  oppo- 

sition to  the  ban  on  gays  in 
the  armed  forces. 

A motion  calling  for  equal 
rights  for  homosexuals  in  the 
services  was  carried  unani- 
mously, an  a show  of  hands.  It 
also  called  for  new  laws  to 
make  it  a criminal  offence  to 
print,  publish  or  distribute 
material  denying  the  exis- 
tence of  the  Holocaust 

Alan  Dobbie,  from  Hornsey 
and  Wood  Green,  proposing 
the  motion,  told  the  confer- 
ence that  many  gay  men  and 
lesbians  had  fought  and  died 
for  Britain. 
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The  drive  to 
qualify  for 
monetary 
union  by  next 
year’s 
deadline 
makes  this 
crunch  time  for 
governments 
to  draw  up 
harsh  budgets. 
John  Hooper 
in  Rome 
reports  on  how 
protests  and  . 
rows,  like  that 
between 
France  and 
Italy,  are 
exposing 
tensions  at  the 
heart  of  the 
euro  idea 


as  day  of  reckoning  looms 


EVENTS  in  Europe  this 
week  must  have 
brought  an  ironic 
smile  to  the  lips  of 
more  than  a few  who  question 
the  wisdom  of  the  drive  for 
monetary  union. 

On  Monday  French  teach- 
ers staged  a 24-hour  strike  in 
protest  against  plans  to  axe 
5,000  jobs:  part  of  an  austerity 
budget  designed  to  ensure 
that  the  country's  financial 
indicators  meet  the  criteria 
agreed  by  European  Union 
leaders  at  their  summit  in 
Maastricht  five  years  ago. 

On  Tuesday  more  than  Ger- 
man 100,000  engineering 
workers  took  to  the  streets  to 
contest  a new  law  allowing 
companies  to  reduce  mini, 
mum  statutory  sick  pay. 
That  too.  is  the  product  of  a 
drive  for  budgetary 
stringency. 

The  deadline  for  compli- 
ance with  the  Maastricht  cri- 
teria is  the  end  of  next  year. 
But  now  is  the  time  govern- 
ments are  drawing  up  their 
1997  budgets,  making  this 
their  last  chance  to  Call  into 
line.  The  crunch  has  come, 
and  its  echoes  are  being 


Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl  towers  above  the  Italian  prime  minister,  Romano  Prodi,  whose 
draconian  budget  may  not  satisfy  Germany  or  France  that  Rome  will  keep  its  deficit  down 
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heard  across  the  Old  Italian  officials  were  then  cess.  President  Chirac  let  it 
Continent.  hastily  ordered  to  cobble  be  known  — in  person  and 

Spain's  El  Pais  has  a good  together  a budget  that  would  through  a spokeswoman  — 
claim  to  have  been  the  most  cut  almost  twice  as  deep  into  that  be  wanted  the  lira  to  ap- 
enthusiastically  communi-  the  deficit,  and  on  Friday  the  predate  further  before  join- 
taire  of  Europe's  newspapers,  cabinet  approved  perhaps  the  ing  the  euro. 

Yet  earlier  thfc  week  it  gave  most  draconian  programme  Italy,  like  the  other  south- 
pride  of  {dace  on  its  opinion  of  tax  increases  and  spending  em  countries  sometimes  dis- 
pages  to  a French  journalist’s  cuts  dreamed  up  by  a post-  paragingly  called  “Club 
criticisms  of  the  institutional  war  Italian  government  Med",  has  a poor  record  erf 

arrangements  for  monetary  According  to  official  flg-  budgetary  discipline.  So 
union.  ures,  the  average  family  will  France  — ■ and  to  an  even 

Among  the  last  to  realise  pay  &435  more  tax.  As  realisa-  greater  extent  Germany  — 
that  the  day  of  reckoning  has  tkm  grows  of  the  sacrifices  to  while  worried  about  the  Ital- 
arrived  was  Italy’s  prime  be  made,  attitudes,  are  being  Ians  staying  out  fears  the 
minister,  Romano  Prodi.  transformed  in  a country  consequences  of  their  being 
Until  last  month,  when  he  once  dominantly  pro-Europe,  let  in. 
dropped  in  on  the  Spanish  “The  word  Europe,  which  The  euro  can  be  the  solid 
prime  minister,  Jose  Maria  already  inspired  grave  mis-  currency  Chancellor  Helmut 
Aznar.  he  seemed  under  the  givings  — for  years  now  Kohl  wants  only  if  the  govem- 
impression  that  the  issue  every  increase,  cut  or  belt-  ments  which  use  it  keep  their 
need  not  be  addressed  for  at  tightening  has  been  put  down  public  finances  more  or  less 
least  a year.  Until  a fortnight  to  the  need  to  bring  Italy  into  in  balance.  If  any  overspends, 
ago.  his  government  planned  line  with  Europe  — is  now  al-  the  others  will  have  to  tmder- 
a budget  with  a deficit  wen  most  a swear  word,”  wrote  spend  to  compensate.  That  is 
above  the  limit  for  the  lira  to  Lietta  Tomabuoni  in  yester-  why  the  budget  deficit  as  a 
enter  the  new  euro.1  day's  La  Stamps  newspaper,  percentage  of  gross  domestic 

It  had  been  the  common  "People  are  asking  sardoni-  product  has  become  the  key 
wisdom  to  doubt  whether  the  cafly.  why  not  go  into  Asia  or  yardstick  of  convergence, 
euro  area  could  be  launched  Oceania  if  this  is  the  price?"  The  worry  is  that  the  Ital- 
on  time.  But  Professor  Prodi ’s  The  mood  has  not  been  im-  ians  in  particular,  having 
mistake  was  to  ignore  proved  by  suggestions  from  tightened  their  belts  to  get 
repeated  French  and  German  the  French  president,  Jacques  through  the  door,  will  loosen 
warnings  that  it  could  and  Chirac,  that  Italy  — with  or  them  once  they  are  over  the 
would  be.  without  Its  draconian  budget  threshold.  Indeed.  Prof  Prodi 

— will  not  be  in  shape  by  the  has  suggested  that  is  what 
end  of  next  year.  On  Tuesday,  Rome  has  in  mind,  when  he 
Prof  Prodi  called  in  the  presented  his  budget,  he 
French  ambassador  for  a rare  promised  voters  it  would  be 
carpeting.  the  “last  sacrifice”  they 

The  row,  still  simmering  as  would  make  for  Europe, 
the  French  and  Italian  lead-  Spain  and  Portugal  have 
era  met  in  Naples  yesterday,  made  genuine,  often  painfbl, 
goes  to  the  very  heart  of  the  sacrifices  to  modernise  their 
reasons  for — and  the  difficul-  economies  and  clean  up  their 
ties  with  — European  mone-  public  finances.  But  despite 
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several  years  of  reform,  the 
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As  events  have  shown  since  factors  which  in  Italy  have 
the  lira  followed  the  pound  contributed  towards  high  gov- 
out  of  the  ERM  in  1992,  a eminent  spending  and  low 
single  market  has  difficulty  revenues  are  all  still  in  evx- 
working  without  a single  cur-  dence:  corruption,  waste  and 
rency.  The  subsequent  depre-  widespread  tax  evasion, 
ciation  of  the  lira  has  given  Italy's  rightwing  news- 
Italian  exporters  a competi-  paper  n GiomaJe  pointed  out 
tive  advantage  in  the  EU  yesterday  that,  even  after  the 
which  is  particularly  budget  180.000  people  aged 
resented  by  France.  between  40  and  50  were  living 


Even  after  backtracking  on  off  pensions  provided  by  local 
the  question  of  Italy’s  readi- 1 or  central  government 

I 1 

Kohl  starts  countdown  in  Dublin 
to  ‘Maastricht  Three’  treaty 

“THE  German  chancellor,  the  treaty  review,  an  addl- 
I Helmut  Kohl,  has  served  tional  treaty  would  he 
notice  thathe  will  push  for  a needed  before  the  EU  could 
third  Maastricht  _ treaty  if  absorb  new  members  from 
the  present  negotiations  do  central  Europe  and  the 
not  result  in  a sufficient  Mediterranean, 
reform  and  strengthening  of  “If  our  current  negotia- 
te European  Union,  writes  tions  do  not  solve  all  the 
John  Palmer  In  Brussels.  problems,  then  there  will 

His  call  for  a possible  be  a Maastricht  Three,”  he 
Maastricht  Three"  treaty  said  after  meeting  the  Irish 
will  ensure  that  British  prime  minister,  John  Bru- 
politics  remain  over-  ton,  who  will  host  the  Dub- 
shadowed  by  the  hitter  do-  lin  talks, 
mestic  debate  on  Europe  at  Germany,  France  and  the 
least  until  the  end  of  the  more  integrationist  EU  gov- 
decade.  emments  accept  that  the 

Speaking  in  Dublin  be-  treaty  now  being  negoti- 
fore  the  special  weekend  ated  will  not  wmira  an  the 
Eu  summit,  Mr  Kohl  said  moves  towards  political 
that,  without  progress  in  union  they  bad  hoped  for. 


Hague’s  new  top  prosecutor 
demands  help  for  tribunal 


CANADA’S  leading  civil 
liberties  judge,  Louise  Ar- 
bour. yesterday  became  the 
new  chief  prosecutor  at  The 
Hague  war  crimes  tribunal, 
succeeding  Justice  Richard 
Goldstone  of  South  Africa. 

Judge  Arbour,  aged  49, 
takes  over  at  a critical  period 
for  the  tribunal's  credibility 
and  judicial  efficacy.  Most  of 
those  Indicted  for  crimes  in- 
cluding genocide  in  the  for- 
mer Yugoslavia  and  Rwanda 
are  still  free. 

In  her  introductory 
remarks  yesterday.  Judge  Ar- 
bour demanded  that  the  inter- 
national community  ‘‘en- 
hance its  efforts"  to  aid  the 
tribunal's  investigations, 
even  where  assistance  flew 
“in  the  face  of  short-term  in- 
terests which  militate  against 
a long-term  Investment  in 
peace  rooted  in  justice". 

In  what  appeared  to  be  crit- 
icism ofi-For,  the  Nato  force 
in  Bosnia,  she  warned;  "if  the 
tribunal  does  not  get  the  as- 
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Judge  Louise  Arbour 

sistance  that  it  is  entitled  to 
m its  efforts  to  bring  indicted 
war  criminals  to  trial,  its  per- 
ceived failure  may  exacerbate 
the  tensions  that  it  was  de- 
signed to  appease.” 

Justice  Goldstone  left  say- 
mg  the  tribunal  had  little  time 
to  prove  Its  mettle  and  its 
w°rk  Iwd  been  hampered  by 
outside  diplomatic  interests. 

Judge  Arbour  will  hold 
office  for  four  years. 
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hurt  in 


^residentgoes  on  the  air  while  the  voiceless  act  out  their  anger.  DAVID  HEARST  in  Moscow  reports 


gang 

blast 


EdYufOatny 


THE  bloody,  protracted 
war  between  rival  Scan- 
dinavian motorbike 
Bangs  — . which  has  claimed 
six  lives  In  the  past  two  years 
— Oared  in  Sweden  yesterday 
when  a bomb  exploded  in  a 
clubhouse  near  Mai  mo  used 
by  Hell’s  Angels,  injuring  a 
baby  and  three  people. 

The  attack  just  before  dawn 
is  the  latest  in  Nordic  battles 
for  territory  which  echo  the 
United  States’  motorcycle 
gang  wars. 

. The  blast  wrecked  the  club- 
house and  caused  damage  to 
buildings  within  a radius  of 
several  hundred  yards. 

“All  the  windows,  which 
were  boarded  up,  were  blown 
out,”  said  a police  spokesman. 
Lacs  Hakanssan.  “Large  sec- 
tions erf  walls  are  down  and 
tiles  were  blown  off  the  roof." 

None  of  the  Injured  was 
connected  with  the  Hell’s  An- 
gels. Twenty  families  were 
evacuated  from  their  homes. 

Police  described  the 
explosion  as  a new  twist  in  a 
war  between  the  Angels  and  a 
rival  bike  gang,  the  Ban  didos. 
In  fights  the  gangs  have  used 
bombs,  guns,  knives,  gre- 
nades and  — on  one  occasion 
— anti-tank  missiles 
The  war  parallels  Eights  by 
“brother"  gangs  in  the  United 
States.  The  Bandidos.  which  is 
linked  to  a gang  of  the  same 
name  in  Texas,  Is  trying  to 
challenge  the  underworld  “au- 
thority" of  the  Hell's  Angels. 

In  the  bomb  attack,  the  baby 
and  three  adults  were  hurt  by 
flying  glass  and  debris. 

Three  men,  believed  to  be 
Hell’s  Angels,  emerged  dazed 
but  unhnrt  from  the  club- 
house, in  which  it  is  believed 
they  were  sleeping. 

The  fighting  began  in  1994 
when  a Hell's  Angel  was  shot 
dead  in  the  southern  Swedish 
port  of  Heistogborg. 

In  March  a Finnish  leader 
of  the  Bandidos,  Jarkko 
Kokko.  was  shot  in  Helsinki. 
He  died  <rf  his  wounds. 

Nine  days  later  a Danish 
Bandidos  leader  was  killed 
and  two  companions 
wounded  outside  Copenhagen 
airport.  In  an  almost  simulta- 
neous attack  a Norwegian 
Bandido  was  wounded  as  he 
arrived  at  Oslo  airport. 

In  July  a..  Danish.  Bandido 
was  shot  in  the  head  near  the 
Norwegian  city  of  Drammen. 

Scandinavian  politicians 
have  called  for  a ban  oh  the 
gangs,  but  a liberal  tradition 
of  freedom  of  association  has 
so  far  ruled  it  out 


Wily  Yeltsin  turns 
tables  on  Lebed 


OBIS  YELTSIN 
brought  new  life  to 
the  hospital  radio  by 
broadcasting  a six- 
minute  message  from  his  bed- 
side, designed  to  show  that  he 
was  still  in  charge. 

“I  said  before  the  elections 
and  repeat  now  — don't  rush 
to  chwngp  the  portraits.  The 
country  has  a president  and 
an  active  president  at  that!” 
the  familiar  voice  boomed  in 
many  homes  throughout 
Russia. 

As  proof  that  the  65-year- 
old  patient  awaiting  open 
heart  surgery  had  trot  lost  his 
touch,  Mr  Yeltsin  dealt  deftly 
with  a resignation  threat 
from  his  security  adviser, 
General  Alexander  Lebed.  He 
turned  the  threat  to  his  own 
advantage  by  ordering  Gen 
Lebed  back  to  work.  He 


painted  a picture  of  Gen 
Lebed  as  a squabbling  prim  a 
donna  who  could  not  work 
with  others. 

He  said  in  a later  television 
address:  "He  needs  to  get 
down  to  business  now,  carry 
out  the  tasks  he  already 
and  make  more  effort  to  work 
with  the  prime  minister  and 
with  the  other  services. 

"You  can’t  quarrel  with 
everyone  all  the  time.  You 
can’t  settle  Issues  that  way. 
Our  state  apparatus  must  live 
in  peace.” 

Gen  Lebed  apparently 
threatened  to  resign  over  the 
appointment  of  Yuri  Baturin, 
Mr  Yeltsin's  former  security 
adviser,  to  a post  overseeing 
top  military  appointments:  a 
post  Gen  Lebed  was  given  in 
July  when  he  joined  the  presi- 
dential team. 


Mr  Yeltsin  made  it  more 
difficult  for  Gen  Lebed  to 
carry  through  his  threat  by 
supporting  him  on  the  Che- 
chenia  peace  deal,  about 
which  he  had  been  so  heavily 
criticised  In  parliament 

The  deal  received  a further 
boost  when  it  was  formally 
endorsed  by  the  prime  minis- 
ter. Viktor  Chernomyrdin, 

alter  talks  with  the  leader  of 
the  separatists  and  the  self- 
proclaimed  president  of  Ich- 
keria (Chechenia).  Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev. 

Both  leaders  signed  a decla- 
ration of  principles,  establish- 
ing a joint  commission  to  set 
up  new  government  struc- 
tures and  organise  local 
elections. 

Mr  Chernomyrdin  called 
the  document  a "big  step  in 
the  right  direction". 


Russians  suffer  in  silence 


An  emergency  plan 
has  been  made  for 
a mass  evacuation 
from  the  Arctic 


WINTER  is  coming 
and  for  the  first 
Htm»  in  decades  Rus- 
sia is  unprepared  for  it. 
Fuel  and  food  are  so  low  in 
the  Arctic  north  that  the 
ministry  of  emergency  situ- 
ations has  plans  for  a mass 
evacuation. 

The  far  eastern  region  of 
Primorski  Krai  is  crippled 
by  power  cuts,  because  it 
too  is  unable  to  pay  finel 
bills.  Most  factories  are 
still  working  at  a fraction 
of  their  workers  sent  away 
on  unpaid  leave.  Most  sol- 
diers have  not  been  paid 
since  July  and  many  min- 
ers since  May. 

Outside  -Moscow  and  St 
Petersburg,  all  the  condi- 
tions exist  for  the  social 
explosion  — or  at  the  least 
a general  strike  — which 
communist  and  nationalist 
deputies  have  long  been 
predicting.  But  It  has  not 
happened. 

Funerals  attract  larger 
crowds  than  political  meet- 
ings. Picket  lines  around ! 
the  White  House,  the  seat  of 
federal  government,  are 
two  a penny:  ministers 
drive  through  them,  their 
banners  flap  tmpotently  in 
the  autumn  wind,  their 


Russian  soldiers  in  Grozny  erect  a board  with  the  names  of  interior  ministry  servicemen  who  died  during  the  fighting 
in  Chechenia.  President  Yeltsin  has  praised  General  Alexander  Lebed  for  helping  to  stop  the  war  photograph:  yufututov 


shouts  are  drowned  by  the 
rush-hour  traffic.  No  one 
even  bothers  to  stop  and 
ask  them  who  they  are. 

People  who  cannot  make 
their  voice  heard  turn  to 
desperate  acts.  Last  week  a 
worker  walked  np  to  the 
city  administration  build- 
ing in  Abakan,  a large  in- 
dustrial centre  in  Siberia, , 
and  set  himself  alight.  Mik-  ' 
hail  Gerasimov  was  taken  i 
to  hospital  with  80  per  cent 
burns,  murmuring:  “No 
work,  no  money,  how  to 
live.” 

In  Kamchatka,  Lieuten- 
ant Yevgeny  Golubyev,  per- 
sonal aide  to  the  captain  of 
a naval  escort  ship,  shot 
himself.  He  had  last  been 
paid  in  June.  He  left  his 
wife  the  following  message: 
“Anichka,  excuse  me,  if 
you  can,  but  1 am  tired. 
Finally  all  my  problems 
have  ended.  Take  care  of 
Nastya  [their  daughter].” 

The  Zil  factory,  which 
made  the  limousine  of  the 
Soviet  elite,  is  like  a ruined 
city.  Production  lines  de- 
signed to  build  200.000  lor- 
ries a year  turned  out  Just 
5.000  in  the  first  six  months 
of  this  year. 

Last  week  stray  dogs 
roamed  around  the  direc- 
tor’s entrance,  where  the 
official  picket  should  have 
been.  The  pickets  had 
knocked  off  an  hour  early. 

Only  20,000  of  the  fac- 
tory's 70,000  workers  are 
left,  and  of  these  4.000  are 
working  in  its  kindergar- 


tens, clinics  and  hostels. 
Most  are  unemployed,  al- 
though they  are  still  techni- 
cally registered  at  the 
factory. 

The  chairman  of  the  Zil 
trade  union  committee, 
Mikhail  Allllnyev,  tried  un- 
successfully to  organise  a 
co-ordinated  strike  with 
other  trade  unions.  "So 
this  was  what  worker  soli- 
darity has  come  to,”  he 
said. 

Zil  is  being  rescued  by  the 
government,  which  has 
promised  to  buy  its  lorries 
and  open  credit  lines  to  get 
production  rolling  again. 

Mr  Alliluyev  Is  cautious 
about  “throwing  stones 
which  don’t  reach  their 
target”. 

Everyone  knows  the  tar- 
get is  not  the  local  manage- 
ment, but  the  government. 

“You  in  the  West  have 
laws  and  courts,”  he  said. 
“Here  you  are  not  defended 
in  any  way.  You  can  be 
killed.  You  can  be  trampled 
on. 

"Besides  if  it  were  poss- 
ible to  organise  a political 
strike,  there  would  be  a 
civil  war.  You  know  how 
all  this  happens  in  Russia. 
At  first  nothing  happens 
and  then  when  the  prob- 
lems comes  to  the  extreme 
and  there  is  a explosion  in 
which  everyone  Is  beaten, 
whether  they  are  respon- 
sible or  not” 

It  was  the  fear  of  a bunt 
(uprising)  that  kept  things 
so  quiet  on  the  streets. 


emancipation . 

of  *e  soul 


m m 


the  promised  land 


Blues,  RVi'B.  jazz.,  Motown,  funk,  souL  hip-hop.  j 
■Six  afid  3 half  million  African  Americans  ] 
left,  rhe  southern  fields  to  go  “up  north'- j 


This -music  rolls  their  story. 
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Blair  steers  for  office 


But  the  Tories  must  avoid  the  rocks  next  week 


of  modern  times.  At  its  high  point,  Tony 
Blair  made  an  enthusiastically  received 
speech  which  skillfully  reached  out  to 
the  different  wings  of  the  party  without 
sacrificing  any  of  the  principles  which 
have  made  his  leadership  so  effective  in 
winning  public  support  for  Labour. 
Party  leaders  managed  to  broker  a deal 
over  the  only  issue  — pensions  — 
which  had  genuinely  threatened  to  dis- 
rupt the  week.  There  were  few  mo- 
ments if  any  to  disturb  the  party  man- 
agers, and  even  those  about  which  they 


were  apprehensive  — like  Baroness  emerge  once  the  short-term  goal  has 
Castle’s  appearance  on  Wednesday  — been  reached  are  deluding  themselves. 


helped  in  the  end  to  cement  the  party 
rather  than  to  pull  it  apart  The  week 


has  been  marked  by  some  very  effective  prepared,  either  organisationally  or 


political  interventions,  of  which  yester- 
day’s Dunblane  presentation  was  espe- 


cially powerful.  And  last  night  the  con- ) has  yet  to  find  a way  of  conducting  an 


ference  voted  to  adopt  Mr  Blair's  wide- 
ranging  Road  to  the  Manifesto 


document,  the  next  stage  in  a consul ta-  treated  as  a loyalty  test.  But  Labour’s 


five  process  which  will  now  take  in  all 
party  members  before  it  is  finally  con- 
firmed next  month.  Mr  Blair  will  heli- 


deservedly  happy  man. 

All  in  all,  Blackpool  has  been  Just 
what  Labour  ordered.  Mr  Blair  and  his 
team  have  got  their  way  over  every- 
thing, mostly  without  a serious  fight 
and  in  all  cases  without  disturbing  the 
surface  calm.  Mr  Blair  is  now  in  total 
command  of  his  party,  but  there  is 
absolutely  no  doubt  either  that  the 
party  is  consensually  performing  as 


one.  It  is  overwhelmingly  focused  upon  than  anything  that  has  happened  at 


defeating  the  Conservatives  at  the  com- 
ing election,  and  there  is  almost  no 
pocket  of  resistance  to  the  voluntary 
self-discipline  which  nowadays  charac- 
terises the  Labour  Party  in  a way  that, 
a decade  ago,  it  distinguished  the  Con- 


BlackpooL  British  politics  is  approach- 
ing the  general  election  with  the  gov- 
ernment seemingly  destined  for  opposi- 
tion and  the  opposition,  after  a 
formidable  week  in  the  north,  heading 
for  government. 


Middle  East  talks  on  a tinder 

Mr  Netanyahu  should  swap  immaturity  for  statesmanship 


A SUMMIT  conference  which  con- 
cludes with  one  side  (Israel)  hailing  it  a 
success  and  the  other  side  (the  Palestin- 
ians) lamenting  that  it  has  failed  is 
founded  in  ambiguity  and  may  collapse 
very  quickly  as  a result  It  was  followed 
yesterday  by  a comparatively  quiet  day 
on  the  West  Bank,  but  this  was  a shaky 


now  is  that  of  the  two  leaders  sitting  in 
awkward  silence  while  President  Clin- 
ton, not  much  more  at  ease,  conducted 
the  end-of-summit  press  conference  by 
himself.  Mr  Clinton  begged  the  people 
of  the  Middle  East  to  “give  us  a change 
to  make  this  thing  work  in  the  days 
ahead”  — a remarkable  confession,  on 


lull  with  Hamas  already  threatening  to  behalf  of  those  who  should  be  in  charge. 


take  action  today.  On  the  positive  side, 
the  willingness  of  both  leaders  to  go  to 
Washington  did  indicate  an  awareness 


that  they  are  close  to  losing  their  grip. 

The  situation  on  the  ground  draws 
less  attention  unless  stones  are  being 


that  the  situation  was  whirling  out  of  thrown  or  guns  are  fired.  But  it  is  grim 


control.  But  if  there  is  a sort  of  peace,  it 
is  the  peace  of  grave  disquiet. 


to  file  point  which  makes  a n ear-mock- 
ery of  diplomatic  discourse.  In  Hebron, 


In  their  Washington  talks,  Binyamin  ] 94,000  Arab  residents  remain  under 


Netanyahu  rejected  all  of  Yasser  Ara- 
fat’s priority  demands,  from  setting  a 


curfew  — allowed  just  three  hours  out 
of  their  homes  yesterday  — while  450 


date  to  withdraw  Israeli  forces  out  of  Jewish  settlers  can  move  around  town 


Hebron  to  closing  the  infamous  archeo- 
logical tunnel  in  East  Jerusalem.  It  is  a 
sign  of  Mr  Arafat’s  weakness  that  he 


freely.  Travel  across  the  West  Bank 
continues  to  be  severely  restricted, 
compounding  the  hardship  already 


still  gave  the  Israeli  prime  minister  caused  by  the  ban  on  entry  of  Palestin- 


what  he  needed:  a commitment 


ian  workers  into  Israel.  Israeli  tanks 


resume  negotiations  which  implies  that  are  in  position  with  open  threats  from 


Palestinian  anger  will  be  kept  under  their  commanders  to  use  them  against 


restraint  The  optimistic  view  is  that  renewed  Palestinian  violence  — dispro- 


Mr  Netanyahu  has  also  taken  on  an 
implicit  obligation  to  move  on  Hebron 


portionate  force  with  a vengeance.  One 
bright  countervailing  signal  was  the 


very  soon,  setting  some  kind  of  time-  ] huge  rally  on  Tuesday  night  organised 


scale  for  withdrawal.  But  it  is  an  as- 
sumption which  Mr  Arafat  clearly  did 
not  feel  entitled  to  claim. 

Mr  Arafat  and  Mr  Netanyahu  had 


by  Peace  Now  in  Tel  Aviv,  and  the 
sober  criticism  widely  voiced  in  the 
Israeli  press  against  the  wilful  immatu- 
rity of  Mr  Netanyahu.  Expectations 


managed  to  shake  hands  before  leaving  must  now  be  low:  getting  through  to  the 


the  White  House  but  it  was  a very 
different  mood  from  the  famous  hand- 
shake three  years  ago  between  Mr  Ara- 
fat and  Mr  Rabin.  The  dominant  image 


resumption  of  talks  (at  a lower  level)  on 
Sunday  will  be  an  achievement.  But 
something  will  have  to  give,  or  be 
given,  very  soon. 


An  inquiry  in  need  of  resources 

Sir  Gordon  needs  professional  help  if  he  is  to  move  quickly 


BARRING  any  improbable  last  minute  servatives.  Even  on  issues  which  every- 
embarrassments  over  the  Red  Flag  this  one  knows  divide  the  party  in  private. 


morning,  this  has  been  Labour's  most  J there  has  been  undented  unity  in  pub- 


united  and  successful  party  conference  lie.  Deeply  contentious  and  important 


questions  like  the  European  single  cur- 
rency, Scottish  devolution  and  child 
benefit  all  came  and  went  without  sig- 
nificant or  even  any  dissentient  voices 
heard.  Anyone  who  threatens  to  create 
a discord,  like  Baroness  Turner  last 
night,  is  summarily  dumped  overboard. 
Partly  this  reflects  the  party’s  own 
overwhelming  wish  to  win,  but  it  is  also 
a tribute  to  the  fact  that  Labour  has 
now  built  itself  the  most  formidable 
party  machine  in  British  politics.  Those 
who  imagine  that  divisions  will  re- 


AH  of  this  has  been  achieved  at  a 
price.  Labour  is  by  no  means  fully 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


culturally,  for  the  immense  transforma- 
tion which  government  would  bring.  It 


intelligent,  grown-up  debate  about  seri- 
ous issues  without  everything  being 


self-discipline  is  a reaction  against  the 
party's  catastrophic  experiences  of  the 
1980s.  Those  events  still  cast  a shadow. 


The  fathers  fight  back 

READING  Sean  French’S  ( French  asserts  that  lathers  [ Tf*HERE  may  be  many  | 
article  (Tales  of  ordi-  seek  to  protect  their  “right  to  I fathers  who  don't  want  j 
nary  sadness,  October  walk  out  on  families”;  even  equal  rights  to  their  chil 


Why  a decent  pension  policy 
will  pay  dividends  in  the  future 


copter  out  of  Blackpool  this  afternoon  a That  is  why  this  was  the  week  that  the 


party  managers  had  feared.  If  it  had 
gone  wrong,  the  fallout  would  have 
dictated  the  whole  pre-election  agenda. 
It  could  even  have  tempted  John  Major 
to  cut  and  mn  in  a snap  autumn 
election.  That  is  not  going  to  happen 
now.  The  only  party  that  may  stumble 
this  autumn  is  the  Conservative  Party, 
and  Bournemouth  next  week  will  be  a 
much  more  dangerous  political  event 


READING  Sean  French’s 
article  (Tales  of  ordi- 
nary sadness,  October 
2),  I was  able  to  ignore  the 
many  references  to  Bob  Gel- 
defs  application  for  “custo- 
dy” of  ms  children  — a con- 


French  asserts  that  lathers  TPHERE  may  be  many 
seek  to  protect  their  “right  to  I fathers  who  don't  want 
walk  out  on  families”;  even  equal  rights  to  their  children 
though  in  his  own  case-study  but  there  are  many,  including 
Paula  Yates  walked  out  on  myself  who  do,  who  are  will- 
Bob  Geldof,  and  got  custody  of  ing  to  look  after  their  chlld- 


BARBARA  Castle  and  Peter 
Townsend  (Castle  de- 


PTownsend  (Castle  de- 
clares war  in  pensions  figures 


but  there  are  many,  including  fight,  October  l)  continue  pro- 
myself  who  do,  who  are  will-  posing  a pension  reform 


base  cost  of  the  pensioners*' 
shopping  basket.  The  old 
come  out  very  badly  from', 
being  tied  to  the  national  av-. 
ersge  consumption. 

The  whole  trend  of  the  mar- 


the  kids  to  boot,  an  outcome 


cept  abolished  by  the  1989  few  fathers  could  hope  for. 


Children  Act. 


However,  I will  not  forgive  fathers  like  Geldof  have  to 
the  outrageous  assertion  that  cling  to  misconduct  allega- 


“the  courts  have  a traditional 
presumption  in  favour  of  the 
mother".  Just  what  is  Mr 


The  real  tragedy  is  that  cases  even  contact)  by 
fathers  like  Geldof  have  to  mothers, 
cling  to  misconduct  allege-  To  suggest,  as  Mr  French 
tions  to  have  any  chance  of  does,  that  fathers  are  some- 


bringing  up  their  children. 
Given  the  chance,  nobody 


ing  to  look  after  their  child-  which  would  cheat  millions  of  The  whole  trend  of  the  mar- 
ren  but  are  denied  the  oppor-  pensioners.  That  has  been  the  ket  economy  is  the  reduction 
tunrty  to  do  so  (or  In  some  outcome  of  Serps  and  their  of  prices  where  larger  mar- 
cases  even  contact)  by  campaign  has  been  all  about  kets  can  be  won.  Thus  the  RPI 

deceiving  the  poorest  pen-  is  reduced  as  new  products 
To  suggest,  as  Mr  French  sioners  once  again-  such  as  electronics  achieve 

does,  that  fathers  are  some-  While  it  was  understand-  massive  consumption.  So,  for 
how  incapable  of  looking  able  for  Barbara  Castle  to  in-  example,  the  lower  prices  of 


after  their  children  is  com-  traduce  Serps  in  the  1970s.  it  [ camcorders  or  mobile  phones 


French's  authority  for  that  suggests  they  do  a worse  job  plete  prejudice,  which  is  un-  j has  had  its  benefits  halved  by  actually  reduce  the  state  pen- 


wholly  inaccurate  statement?  than  their  ex-wives,  but  the  I fortunately  often  upheld  by  the  Tories,  only  for  its  pro-  si  on.  Even  in  the  pricing  of 


Does  he  not  realise  he  is  mis-  judiciary  persists  in  protect- 
informing  many  vulnerable  ing  and  perpetuating  our 


people  who  find  themselves  in  stereotypes.  That  way  moth- 
the  unfortunate  situation  of  ers  stay  maternal  and  single 


75018  Paris. 
France. 


family  breakdown?  mothers  stay  poor,  the  better 

There  are  many  lawyers  to  be  scapegoated  by  Michael 
working  in  toe  field  of  family  Howard, 
law  — many  of  them  mem-  MCPires. 
bers  of  the  Solicitors  Family  rue  Marx  Dormoy, 

Law  Association  — who  are  75018  Paris, 
committed  to  toe  non-adver-  France, 
sartal  and  sensitive  approach 
to  conflict  resolution.  It  is  im-  ^^EAN  French 
portant  that  people  are  aware  'Vthe  plight  of  : 
of  the  availability  of  this  fathers  denied  fat 
facility.  their  children  on  t 

Nicola  Fernyfaough.  that  other  fathers  i 

Rowley  Grave.  than  responsibly. 

Stafford.  take  each  case  on  Y 


the  courts. 

Mr  French's  stereotyping 
does  not  stop  at  fathers.  His 
depiction  of  single  mothers 


posed  budget  to  be  halved  yet 
again.  Millions  of  pensioners 
signed  up  to  Serps  believing 
Barbara  Castle's  rhetoric  that 


(worn-out  tower  blocks;  etc)  they  would  get  generous  pen- 


is equally  insulting  to  the  ma-  sions.  They  now  know  they 


Jority  of  single  mothers  who  have  been  sold  short 


do  not  fit  tills  image. 
Stephen  Hall. 
Southampton  Street 
Brighton  BN2. 


SEAN  French  dismisses 
toe  plight  of  responsible 


No  Labour  government  can 
guarantee  that  a future  Tory 
administration  will  not  wreck 
a rebuilt  Serps  scheme  as  pro- 
posed yet  again  by  Barbara 


SEAN  French  iambasts  Castle.  That  is  why  it  is  im- 
Bob  Geldof  s campaign  portant  to  find  a way  that  is 


*^the  plight  of  responsible  ^wBob  Geldof  s campaign  portant  to  find  a way  that  is 
fathers  denied  lair  access  to  for  fathers’  rights.  Why  less  open  to  such  brutal  gov- 
their  children  on  the  grounds  doesn’t  he  imagine  the  eminent- action.  Extending 
that  other  fathers  behave  less  following  scenario?  Tomor-  fimded  pensions  offers  the 
than  responsibly.  Why  not  row  his  adulterous  wife  di-  best  chance,  and  a challenge 


IN  asserting  that  most  div- 
orced fathers  don’t  want  an 


that  other  fathers  behave  less 
than  responsibly.  Why  not 
take  each  case  on  its  merits? 

Feminists  fail  to  realise 
that  their  demands  on  men  to 
give  up  their  traditional  eco- 


vorces  him,  is  awarded  the  for  a future  Labour  govem- 
family  home,  and  refuses  to  ment  will  be  to  make  this  pro- 


equal  right  when  it  comes  to  nomic  privileges  must  be 
child  custody.  Sean  French  is  matched  by  equal  willingness 


mistaking  outcome  for  mo- 
tive. Knowing  courts  almost 


In  women  to  sacrifice  their 
traditional  emotional  pri vi- 


al) ow  access  to  his  children.  vision  universal. 

Not  a nice  thought,  but  a Frank  Field  MP. 
grim  reality  for  an  increasing  House  of  Commons, 
number  of  fathers  today.  Con-  London  SWlA  0AA. 
tact  orders,  though  usually 
granted  by  the  courts,  are  ef-  \/OUR  leader  (0 


services  a similar  process  ap- 
plies. Standing  charges  for 
utilities  go  up  while  greater 
consumption  is  rewarded  by . 
lower  unit  prices. 

There  is  also  a difference  in 
purchasing  patterns  in  ser- 
vices. As  people  become  old 
they  have  to  abandon  DIY  ac- 
tivities. They  are  farced  to 
rely  on  contractors  for  home 
maintenance,  decoration  and 
repairs.  Call-out  charges  are 
not  cheap. 

The  expense  of  being  old  is 
compounded  in  widowhood. 
The  old  adage  that  two  can 
live  as  cheaply  as  one  is 
reversed.  One  must  live  as 
dearly  as  two. 

Joe  Ball. 

9 Broadlands  Close, 

London  N6  4AF. 


is  unsurprising  that  fathers  ing  custody  of  children, 
end  up  cynical,  especially  Peter  Totman. 
when  their  money  is  sought  Aston  Road, 
to  make  up  for  the  custody  Rayues  Park, 
they  could  never  hope  to  win.  London  SW20. 


ponsible  fathers  and  innocent  way  round.  The  truth  is  the 


i x-  - ^ — - ,-  -----  , \/0tJR  leader  (October  l)  Iparty  which  will  do  some- 

always  favour  the  mother,  it  leges,  including  ones  concern-  fectiveiy  unenforceable.  Res-  T looks  at  facts  the  wrong  tiling  to  help  my  friend  Tess. 


I AM  prepared  to  vote  for  any 
Iparty  which  will  do  some- 


children  are  the  true  victims. 
Richard  Gregory. 

Carthew  Villas, 

London  W6. 


The  last  word 


CONTINUING  your  quest 
for  the  worst  in  modern 


v-'for  the  worst  in  modern 
bollocks-speak  (Letters,  Octo- 
ber 3.  2.  1),  what  about  the 
Sincere-o-Matic  synthesisers 
that  help  keep  the  privatised 
utilities  enquiry-proof  and  BT 
solvent?  “AH  our  operators 
are  busy  right  now.  Your  call 
will  be  answered  in  approxi- 
mately . . . one . . . four . . . 
minutes.  Please  hold.” 

Arthur  WardelL 
7 Claremount  Road, 

Booth  town.  Halifax  HX3  6NX. 


reverse:  there  will  be  no 
growth  without  fairness.  Here 
is  a case  in  point 
As  one  of  this  country’s 
poorest  pensioners,  when  my 


She  and  I are  both  over  60,  but 
her  income  is  about  £56  a 
week  while  mine  is  about 
£109.  Tess  suffers  from  three 
big  disadvantages: 

• She  isn’t  entitled  to  a full 


15-year-old  iron  recently  single  person’s  pension.  For 
packed  up,  l could  not  afford  the  DSS,  your  working  life  is 


to  buy  a new  one.  My  daugh-  regarded  as  44  years,  and  you 
ter.  who  bought  a new  iron  need  to  have  actually  worked 


herself  only  six  months  ago.  and  paid  stamps  for  almost 
gave  me  her  old  one,  toe  same  the  whole  of  this  to  be  entitled 


model  as  my  defunct  one.  but  to  the  full  basic  pension.  Tess 
only  12  years  old.  Economic  and  I had  both  worked  for  leas 


result  one  new  iron  sold  be-  than  the  prescribed  period, 
tween  two  people,  instead  of  and  she  also  had  paid  the  bid 

nnc  nwr  Imn  aarh  : 3 ,,  . 


one  new  Iron  each  — there- 
fore manufacturers’  and  dis- 
tributors* income  halved. 


“married-woman’’  low-rate 
stamp,  so  that  when  we  came 
to  draw  our  pensions  we 


toe  younger  generation  found  ourselves  allocated  less 
win  not  bludgeon  government  than  £30  a week  each. 


Pinter  and  betrayal:  Act  II 


of  whatever  colour  into  fair- 
ness, they  can  start  saving  up 


• Tess  is  not  a widow.  She 
has  been  deserted  by  her  hus- 


ON  a recent  trip  to  south- 
ern Poland,  our  inter- 


v/ern  Poland,  our  inter- 
preter (who  spoke  most  Euro- 
pean languages  fluently)  told 
us  that  he  had  discovered 


1CHAEL  Billington’s  ob-  observes  that  “even  though  units,  cut  up  their  cereal 
serrations  about  Harold  TJoyce)  spent  most  of  his  life  packets  for  writing  paper  and 
er  (Acts  of  betrayal,  abroad,  all  his  work  was  their  old  copies  of  the  Guard- 
?mber  24)  contain,  in  es-  about  Dublin,  which  was  the  lan  for  toilet  paper 
s.  nothing  new.  In  my  one  great  influence  of  his  life  Felicity  Crow, 
study  of  Pinter,  I demon-  — a great  Irish  Catholic  Spring  Cottage, 

Middle  Spring, 

Ruacombe. 

Stroud,  Glos. 


cardboard  boxes  for  band,  who  pays  her  no  main- 
cnests  of  drawers  and  storage  tenance.  So  toe  only  state 


Pinter  (Acts  of  betrayal,  abroad,  all  his  work  was 
September  24)  contain,  in  es-  about  Dublin,  which  was  the 
pean  languages  fluently)  told  sence,  nothing  new.  In  my  one  great  influence  erf  his  life 
os  that  he  had  discovered  1973  study  of  Pinter.  I demon-  — a great  Irish  Catholic 
what  he  regarded  as  toe  most  strate  that  the  dramatist  drew  shadow  that  forever  lay  over 
precise  word  in  any  language-,  upon  his  own  life  and  experi-  him.”  In  Pinter’s  case,  it  is 
bollocks.  He  said  he  had  found  ence,  and  transmogrified  still  a great  Hackney-London- 


bo Hocks.  He  said  he  had  found 
it  most  valuable  in  the  uni- 
versity where  he  worked,  as  it 
was  immediately  understood, 
without  translation,  by  work- 
mates and  students  alike. 

Eric  Lawson. 

19  Grasmere  Road,  Marsh, 
Huddersfield  HDl  4LH. 


these  facts  into  great  drama  Jewish  shadow  that  lays  over 


and  poetry. 


him,  compounded  by  subse- 


Prior  to  the  publication  of  j quent  experiences  such  as  a 


1 A /HAT  a shoddy  headline 
VVyou  gave  to  my  father 


V ¥ you  gave  to  my  father 
Leslie’s  obituary  (Come  on 
downmarket  September  30). 


my  work.  Pinter  sent  me  a set 
of  telegrams  — still  hi  my  pos- 
session — asking  me  not  to 
publish  certain  bibliographi- 
cal details  concerning  his 
early  writings,  which  he 

wished  to  suppress.  He  then 


traumatic  divorce,  betrayals, 
and  coining  to  terms  with  es- 
tablishment acceptance. 

It  is  pleasing  to  know  that 
all  these  years  later  Michael 
Billington  has  only  rediscov- 
ered what  was  there  before  in 


help  she  can  get  is  to  have  her 
ffirSLr  writing  paper,  and  pension  topped  up  by  Income 
0f  Guard‘  Support  to  about  £56  a week.  I 
Si£EiSetpaper'  a wMow-  and  receive  the 

state  widow’s  pension  plus 
^rmgCottege,  the  widow's  half  of  my  late 

Wi  ^n^nn8,  husband’s  occupational  pen- 

S SSJEck*  sion  — a total  of  £109  a week/ 

Stroud,  Glos.  I am  stu-e  that  there  must 

rwDCAoc  „ r ***  .many  other  pensioners 

tfce  same  oTlimilar 
* me°t  will  not  only  look  at  problems.  Cannot  their  oosi- 
the  mechanism  for  increasing  tion  be  eased  somehow? 


state  pensions,  but  also  at  toe  j Name  and  address  supplied. 


changed  his  mind.  Some  of  print,  but  then,  to  quote  Joan 
this  material  concerns  bril-  Bakewell,  “we  go  on  betray- 


A Country  Diary 


downmarket  September  30>  I Uant  essays  written  whilst  lie  I ing.  don’t  we?-.  .7The  iro^yls  1 I BE&ZSJSL  sTeS3ion  J 

You  accused  him  of  lack  of  was  a atooolboy  at  Hackney  that  the  process  never  ends.”  Martin.  wardanofNoihn^  =^P^dplove^hf®.  ^ nssted 


IT  IS  a rich  irony  that  the  first  new 
victim  of  the  Hamilton  Affair  should  be 

from  the  Labour  benches.  The  Opposi- 


who  can  help  him  interpret  the  vast 
documentation  that  is  about  to  land  on 
his  desk.  It  would  be  a scandal  if  the 


tion  moved  quickly  to  remove  Baroness  course  that  Mr  Hamilton  has  now  cyni 


Turner  from  her  role  as  Lords  Spokes-  cally  adopted  should  find  itself  unable 


man  on  Employment  once  she  publicly  to  produce  a report  before  the  General 


Judgment  In  his  choice  of  ma- 
terial I think  your  heading 
showed  an  extraordinary  lack 
of  taste. 

Liz  Crowther. 

Popesgrove  Mansions, 

Heath  Road,  Twickenham, 
Middlesex  TW1. 


Downs  School  and  one  in  par- 
ticular deals  with  the  young, 
16-year-old  Pinter  referring  to 
James  Joyce,  especially  to 
Dubliners  and  Ulysses.  Pinter 


(Prof)  William  Baker. 
Department  of  English, 
Northern  Illinois  University, 
DeKalb, 

Illinois  60115-2863.  US. 


at  016  re96™  WsTuS: 

aK5  “to*,  aw*  chicks.  A 


2g» JT55. at 

Orcridec  Bay,  pat-  resembles  a femalemSlTSi 


roi  hX  pf,t'  re«®wes  a femate  maDartL 

ewi»  f8*0*1*-  H?  nested  here  for  the  first  time, 

checks  bird  and  animal  hatched  eleven  chicks  and 


defended  Ian  Greer,  on  whose  board  she 
sits.  Lady  Turner  seems  to  have  been 
guilty  of  little  more  than  naivety,  but 
she  has  paid  for  it  with  her  job.  There  is 
a stark  contrast  with  John  Major’s 


Election.  Yet  time  is  short,  there  is  a 
huge  amount  of  documentation  to  sift 
through  and  many  witnesses  to  see. 

There  is  one  other  matter.  One  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  which  will 


continuin  mouselike  silence  on  Neil  eventually  receive  Sir  Gordon’s  report 
Hamilton’s  already  proveable  guilt  of  is  Doug  Hoyle,  the  Labour  MP  for 


lying  to  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister. 

Mr  Major  has  at  least  confirmed  his 


Warrington.  Since  it  has  now  been 
disclosed  that  Mr  Hoyle’s  1987  election 


willingness  to  hand  over  all  govern-  fund  received  a donation  of  £500  from 


THE  nature  lobby  (Guard- 
ian September  27)  should 
be  cautious  in  asking  for  too 
many  toad,  hedgehog  and 
now  otter  tunnels  under  mo- 
torways. Some  years  ago, 
when  living  near  toe  motor- 
way triangle  between  toe  M2S 
and  M26,  I noticed  the  area 
was  devoid  of  squirrels:  and 
some  years  later  had  the  op- 


Pro-life,  when  it’s  worth  living 


secies  and  toe  five  hides  fledged  seven  of  J i 
SSfJSSii  Li?!.  studied  toe  blackboard  in  the 


THE  correspondents  object- 1 hard  to  draw  too  strong  a pic- 
ing  to  Prof  Nicholas  Wald's  j ture  of  this  experience.  After  a 


1=  Junefae 


I ing  to  Prof  Nicholas  Wald's  ture  of  this  experience.  After  a 
comparison  of  stroke  proven-  successful  operation  at  Hare- 


Ss=3E3t 


tion  with  pre-natal  screening  Geld  Heart  Hospital,  I am  com- 
(Letters,  October  1)  have  con-  pletely  cured. 


- re?ognJS«l  11  83  a reed  dreds  of  painted  ladies,  a mi- 


warhler  ” he  caw  •■tCT  ^ lames,  a mi- 


tinent  and  an  unusual 
number  of  common  blues.” 

It  is  encouraging  to  bear 


ment  documents  to  Sir  Gordon  Downey, 
the  Parliamentary  Commissioner.  It  is 


Ian  Greer  Associates  he  will  surely  see 
that  it  would  be  inappropriate  to  sit  in 


portunity  of  re-introducing  out  a genetic  defect,  that  per- 
red  squirrels,  which  are  still,  son  is  entitled  to  all  the  care 


vital  now  that  Sir  Gordon  moves  with  judgement  on  these  matters.  It  would  be 
all  speed,  and  that  his  Commons  Privi-  better  if  he  were  to  step  down  from  the 


leges  and  Standards  Committee  ur- 
gently makes  available  to  him  all  the 
resources  he  needs  — including  ' the 
support  of  the  lawyers  and  accountants 


committee  speedily  — thereby  drawing 
a further  contrast  between  Labour's 
reponse  and  John  Major’s  unwillingess 
to  act  over  Mr  Hamilton's  lie. 


I believe,  doing  very  well 
Peter  Abbott. 

Church  Street,  Darton, 
Barnsley  S75. 


fused  the  issue  by  equating  Unlike  your  correspondents,  carrying  food  in  Its  beak  t 3*1“  an  SP  usual 

interests  of  s pitentiS  one  of  whom  accepts  spina  knew  It  imst  be 

human  being  with  those  of  a bifida  and  breast  cancer  as  not  nearby.”  Jim  actually  saw  the  that  “ encouragmg  to  bear 

Jiving  person.  Once  someone  being  reasons  far  prophylactic  Insects  in  the  bird's  beak  nbL  fn!  *Ee  amblti0as 

has  been  born,  with  or  with-  abortion,  I would  have  anyone  without  toe  aid  of  binoculars  recovery  la  n?8*rfSf0Ilf  * 

out  a genetic  defect,  that  per-  doomed  to  the  lifelong  experv  Weeks  later  he  found  toe  reed  JS?+^a<SS.ceutJ  to 

son  is  entitled  to  all  the  care  ence  that  I had  to  endure  warbler’s  nest  a workafan  861  f?Sep’ 

and  support  toey  need  to  live  aborted.  Such  suffering  should  built  around  three  or  four 
SSSSSOB**  “ te  on  anyone,  reed  stems  and  by  th£ abS  HR 


Stj&jara!  a-s  sssS 


HffESSSr*  "te  2 A h-«  adSoffla^ 


Please  Indude  a full  postal 
address,  even  on  e-malled 
letters,  and  a telephone  number. 
We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 


Malcolm.  Hurwttt. 

61  Mintfime  Avenue. 
Southall,  Middx  UBS  4HP. 


Your  correspondents  fell  to  doned.  These  nests  are  inter- 
difierentiate  between  making  esting  because  they  are  at- 


IAM  63  and.  until  18  months 
ago  suffered  from  Wolf  Par- 


lago  suffered  from  Wolf  Par- 
kinson White  syndrome,  a 
genetic  heart  disease,  it  is 


the  best  erf  a bad  job  and  In- 
flicting such  horrible  experi- 
ences an  the  unborn. 

<Dr)  A Sandman. 
Sbarpleshall  Street. 

London  NW1. 


tached  to  young  reeds  and,  as 
these  grow,  the  nest  rises  on 
its  supports.  This  nest  repre- 
sents the  most  northerly 
breeding  site  of  the  species  on 
record  in  the  county.  For  the 


ones  like  those  on  toe  Norfolk 
marshes);  6Q  acres  of  linked 
ponds  with  East  Ghevfogton 
burn  and  nearly  100  acres  of 
woodland  The  aim  is  to  at- 
tract bittern,  marsh  hairier, 
bearded  tits  and,  of  course, 
more  reed  warblers. 

VERONICA  HEATH 


***** 
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m\ 
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Hj»  fiti^clian  Friday  October  4 1996 


Diary 


Matthew  Nonrian 

. • •**  v«  «.«*  «■•  • ■« 

-A  MONG  the  more  radi- 
cal  measures  tn  hi  q 
i^^*ronfitng  conference 
speech,  Mr  Tony  Blair  one© 
again  focused  on  the  infor- 
matiem  soperhi^ivay, 
promisingthat  one  priority 
in  govenimeiit  will  be  giv- 
ing all  children  access  to  the 
Internet  I am  distressed, 
then,  to  team  of  dissension 

from  one  his  own  front 

bench.  Interviewed  in 
Wired  magazine,  Ashfteid 
MP  Geoff Hoon  speaks 
warmly  of  the  Internet  it- 
self, but  worries  about  porn 
and  fascist  propaganda . *Tn 
my  previous  life  as  a barris- 
ter, I saw  same  pretty  hard- 
core pornography  that  I 
wouldn’t  want  my  rJilHnm 
to  see.”  So  what's  the 
answer? 4 The  simple  solu- 
tion! would  say,”  says  Mr 
Boon,  whose  1 1-year-old  son 
Is  allowed  amodexn,  “for 
most  children  Is  you  don’t 
allow  them  access  online.” 
Mr  Hoon  is  a spokesman  on 
Trade  and  Industry,  by  the 
way,  with  special  responsi- 
bility for  the  information 
supafolghway. 

SANE  and  rational  Paul 
Johnson  Is  on  top  form 
in  the  Spectator  with  a 
topical  piece  on  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, but  the  eye  is  caught 
by  a line  about  Marigold,  his 
saintly  wife.  “She  is  busier 
than  ever  nowadays,” 
writes  Paul,  “being  a stu- 
dent psychotherapist . . 
What  an  intriguing  choice 
of  subject  Let’s  hope  she 
doesn’t  travel  too  for  for  ma- 
terial for  her  homework. 


USING  rumours 


Jft  LSO  helpful  in  win- 
II  ning  elections  is  af- 
jl^^Lfecting  an  Interest  in 
the  local  football  team 
(Mandy  was  off  to  watch 
Hartlepool,  according  to 
Andy  McSmith’s  Faces  Of  .. 
Labour,  even  before  he  was 
selected),  but  there  Is  one 
caveat:  when  using  the  team 
to  boost  your  credentials  as 
a genuine  local,  you  must  on 
no  account  get  badly  lost  on 
the  way  to  the  ground.  Puz- 
zle-king Gyles  Brandreth 
was  an  hour  late  last  week  to 
Chester  City’s  match  with 
Scunthorpe,  thus  missing 
the  attempt  on  the  world 
bubble-blowing  record  at 
which  he  was  supposedly 
guest  of  honour.  It  is  not  the 
Tory  way  to  shirk  guilt, 
however,  and  Gyles  is  tak- 
ing it  on  the  chin:  while 
blaming  his  driver  on  the 
one  hand,  on  the  other  he  is  . 
railing  for  better  sign-post- 
ing  to  the  ground. 

I AM  captivated  by  a Dally 
Mail  interview  with 
Christine  Hamilton.  “As 
Neil  has  pointed  out,”  says 
Mrs  Hamilton,  “unlike 
cheques,  unmarked  notes 
can  neither  be  pro  ved  nor 
disproved . . Such  Inti- 
mate knowledge  of  these 
matters  does  bothHamil- 
tons  great  credit- 

HAVING  become  the 
oldest  person  to  bun- 
gee jump  a 102m  can- 
yon in  Queenstown.  New 

Jng  Ashmore,  as. 

told  his  wife  Edith  that  he 
hag  “done  round  one”, 
round  two  being  a free  foil 
from  a plane.  Mrs  Ashmore, 
who  learnt  about  the  jump 
in  a newspaper,  is  said  to  be 
displeased;  when  her  hus- 
band left  their  Balclutha 
home  to  visit  his  nephew  in 
Queenstown,  she  told  him 
“not  to  do  anything  silly”. 


Meanwhile,  in 

neighbouring  Aus- 
tralia, a teenage  con- 
traceptive thief  has  been 
. shown  mercy  by  the  bench; 
When  the  17-year-old 
pleaded  guUty  to  nicking  24 
condoms  from,  a Wool- 
worth’s  in  Sydney,  his  solic- 
itor fold  the  court  that  be 
only  had  A$5  on  him,  A$4^9 
too  little.  When  asked  “did 
he  have  an  urgent  need?”  by 
Magistrate  Stephen  Scaj> 
lett,  the  solicitor  replied: 
“Your  worship  will  notice 

the  time — 11 .30pm  on  a Fri- 
day night.”  Moments  later. 
the  defendant  was  let  off 
with  a caution.  - 


Danger:  Parliament 
turning  a deaf  ear 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Commentary 


Peter 

Preston 


BEEN  there,  done  that 
not  looking  forward 
ecstatically  to  doing 
it  again.  Which  is  an- 
\ other  way  of  saying  that  twice 
last  year  1 patrolled  through 
the  corridors  of  Westminster 
self-regulation:  first  as  wit- 
ness to  the  Select  Committee 
on  Members’  Interests,  then 
as  quasi-defendant  before  the 
Privileges  Committee.  Those 
two  bodies,  after  Nolan,  have 
now  been  rolled  into  one,  the 
Committee  on  Standards  and 
Privileges.  It’s  here  that  the 
Case  Of  Mr  Neil  Hamilton  will 
probably  be  decided  — beyond 
the  hurdles  of  Sir  Gordon 
Downey  and  a subcommittee 
of  the  fell  committee,  before 
the  cauldron  of  the  whole 
House. 

So:  off  with  the  old,  on  with 
the  new.  But  what  was  the  old 
really  like?  Were  there  a few 
viruses  around  that  might 
(gently)  be  catching?  What 
about  foe  raging  fever  called 


politics?  (Symptoms:  a tiny 
majority,  an  approaching 
election.)  Journey  with  me 

back  in  time  to  November  22, 
1994,  as  foe  Members'  Inter- 
ests Committee  meets  to  con- 
sider a complaint  from  the 
Liberal  Democrat  MP.  Alex 
Carlile.  Mr  Car liie  has  read  in 
the  Guardian  about  NeU  Ham- 
ilton’s stay  at  the  Ritz:  he's 
also  read  Mohamed  A1  Fayed 
on  cash  and  questions.  He 
wants  an  investigation. 

November  turns  to  Decem- 
ber and  (three  meetings  on)  to 
January.  A Labour  bid  for  an 
open  hearing  is  voted  down. 
The  committee,  of  course,  haw 
a Conservative  majority.  It 
even,  bizarrely,  has  a Govern- 
ment Whip,  Andrew  Mitchell 
as  cme  omnipresent  member. 
It  is  a fill]  three  months  after 
the  Guardian  story  that  Tm 
called  to  give  evidence.  Mr 
Hamilton  sits,  glaring,  two 
feet  behind  me. 

After  I've  gone,  there  are 
three  votes  on  straight  party 
lines.  Labour  wants  to  exam- 
ine in  person  Mr  Greer  and 
Mr  A1  Fayed  as  well  as  Mr 
Hamilton.  The  Conservatives 
aren't  having  that  It  takes  six 
more  meetings  and  five  more 
I votes  to  do  the  business  their 
| way. 

We  began  in  October  ’94. 
Autumn,  winter,  spring:  it's 
the  end  of  May  *95,  the  begin- 
ning of  summer,  before  the 


committee  concludes  that  Neil 
Hamilton  was  “imprudent" 
not  to  have  registered  his 
week  at  the  Ritz,  however  con- 
fusing the  rules.  But  he's 
resigned  as  a minister  — in- 
deed, had  done  so  before  any 
of  this  started  — so  no  further 
action.  Time  foe  Great  Healer 
has  used  a ton  of  Band-Aid. 

Meanwhile,  of  course.  I’m 
bopping  from  one  tub  of  hot 
water  to  another.  one 
marked  “cod  fax”.  Sir  Robin 
Butler,  the  supreme  manda- 
rin, and  Mr  Jonathan  Aitken 
know  about  this  in  May  1994, 
but  say  and  do  nothing.  It’s 
only  six  months  later,  when 
Mr  Aitken's  Rite  stay  becomes 
headlines,  that  foe  fax  is 
somehow  leaked  to  the  Sun- 
day Telegraph.  I'm  denounced 
as  "the  hound  from  hell"  in  a 
Westminster  debate.  The 
“outrage”  over  House  of  Com- 
mons notepaper  is  rushed  to 
the  Privileges  Committee.  (7 
see  in  yesterday's  - Indepen- 
dent newspaper  that  Mr  Ham- 
ilton left  a stock  of  this  sacred 
HoC  paper  at  Mr  Ian  Greer’s 
office,  for  Instant,  handy  use: 
but  let  that  benignly  pass.) 

The  Privileges  Committee, 
unlike  Members’  Interests, 
doesn't  appear  to  list  its  meet- 
ings. Or  perhaps  it  couldn’t 
find  a moment  to  deliberate 
anything  between  the  fUry  of 

a Commons  emergency  debate 
In  November  ’94  and  my  sum- 


moned grilling  on  June  21. 
1995.  It  certainly  took  an  in- 
terminable while  to  decide  to 
call  Mr  A1  Fayed  (November 
1,  1995,  a fUll  year  after  that 
parliamentary  "emergency"). 
The  report  itself  wasn't  pub- 
lished until  January  23.  1996. 
No  further  action  in  my  case. 
And  no  further  action  on  Mr 
A!  Fayed's  more  wide-ranging 
allegations,  which  were  duly 
referred  to  the  “new  Commit- 
tee on  Standards  and  Privi- 
leges", That's  the  "dossier" 
Harrods  keep  talking  about  It 
is  now.  in  case  you're  getting 
disoriented.  October  4,  1996. 
Time,  foe  Great  Duvet 


THE  force  of  Nolan  was 
to  say,  with  high  ur- 
gency, that  such  mish- 
mashes of  delay  and 
all-round  political  calculation 
couldn't  endure,  or  be  en- 
dured any  longer.  He  im- 
planted Gordon  Downey  at 
the  heart  of  the  system,  as  an 
outside  power  of  indepen- 
dence. But  MPs,  of  course, 
clung  tightly  to  foe  privilege 
of  self-regulation  (the  same 
privilege  they  waived  when 
they  allowed  Neil  Hamilton  to 
sue). 

Sir  Gordon  Is.  at  root,  a ser- 
vant of  foe  House.  His  find- 
ings go  to  a sub-committee 
and  then  a full  committee. 
The  political  balances  natu- 
rally remain.  Nolan  wanted 
him  "to  be  able  to  send  for 
persons,  papers  and  records" 
— but  vested  those  powers  in 
the  Standards  Committee. 
("To  give  the  powers  person- 
ally to  the  Commissioner 
would  require  primary  legis- 
lation, and  we  do  not  believe 
that  necessary  at  this  stage.") 
Will  he.  in  the  Hamilton  case, 
be  able  to  insist  on  seeing 
those  documents  of  Mr 
Greer's  that  had  not  been  de- 
livered via  disclosure  when  , 
the  libel  action  collapsed  on , 
Monday?  Will  foe  Standards  . 


agjgii 


Prosser,  both  of  whom  wish 
to  be  Mandy  Mandelson’s 
number-one  helper  in  the 
office — but  each,  it  seems, 
fears  the  other  is  supplant- 
ing him  in  Mandy 's  affec- 
tions. In  Blackpool,  during 
an  acidic  exchange,  Dolly 
asked  Oofy:  “Do  yon  think 
yon  have  filled  my  shoes?” 
and  a little  later  he  was 
overheard  saying,  Tm  quit- 
ting faB-time  politics.  Fib 
leaving.”  The  potential  blow 
to  Labour  is  incalculable, 
since  Dolly,  as  he  has  an- 
nounced, is  “the  one  who 
makes  the  policy . . .the  one 
who  gets  them  elected”. 


Pause,  think  again 


Who  should  be  in  charge  of  a woman’s 
fertility?  Should  the  present  authority 
be  strengthened — or  should  it  be 
aborted?  Linda  Grant  wants  to  see 
more  thought  before  more  action 


SIR  , 
OOWrfX- 


THIS  week  the 
Human  Fertilisation 
and  Embryology  Au- 
thority told  a wom- 
an that  she  could  not 
use  one  of  her  late  husband’s 
frozen  sperm  to  give  birth  to  a 
posthumous  child  on  the 
grounds  that  he  was  no  longer 
in  this  world  to  give  his  writ- 
ten permission.  Having  deliv- 
ered what  most  people  consid- 
ered a callous  and  pedantic 
judgment  the  HFEA  fed  noth- 
ing at  all  to  say  on  foe  subject 
erf  Mandy  Allwood,  who.  de- 
spite her  unconventional  cir- 
cumstances, had  received  fer- 
tility treatment  ignored  her 
doctor's  advice  on  how  to 
avoid  a multiple  pregnancy, 
conceived  octuplets,  refused  to 
have  a selective  abortion  and 
finally  lost  all  the  foetuses. 
The  authority  had,  it  saw,  no 
remit  to  address  fertility  treat- 
ment administered  by  drugs. 
Is  there,  then,  something  foe 
matter  with  its  remit?  What  do 
we  have  such  a set-up  for  if  « 
cannot  adjudicate  to  as  messy 
a case  as  this  one  while  stomp- 
ing all  over  someone  elses 
self-evident  rights? 

The  HFEA  has  now  been  m 


existence  for  five  years,  and  it 
is  time  to  ask  if  it  is  doing  any 
good  or  whether  its  powers 
should  be  strengthened.  Brit- 
ain is  the  only  country  in  foe 
world  to  have  set  up  a regula- 
tory body  to  address  the  com- 
plex issues  raised  by  techno- 
logical intervention  into 
fertility.  To  some  this  is  a 
necessary  policing  measure; 
for  others  foe  latest  tiresome 
example  of  the  nanny  state 
poking  its  nose  into  activities 
that  really  are  none  of  its  busi- 
ness. The  former  view  is  likely 
to  be  held  by  those  who  believe 
that  foe  feckless,  unmarried 
poor  should  be  given  no  help  to 
start  families  they  cannot 
properly  support  or  parent 
The  latter  group  will  beHeve 
that  foe  raturafbam  right  of 
every  woman  to  have  a baby 
by  any  means  is  enshrined 
deep  in  biological  urges,  not 
some  kind  of  legal  charter 
dreamed  up  in  Whitehall. 

The  HFEA'S  current  brief  is 
1 surprisingly  limited.  H has  to 
1 ucense  and  monitor  clinics, 
provide  advice  and  informa- 
tion to  patients  and  donors- 
make  sure  that  embryos  used 
for  research  are  treated  with 


“respect”,  and  keep  a register 
of  information  about  donors  so 
that  children  born  from  fertil- 
ity treatments  as  a result  of  a 
donated  sperm  or  egg  can  find 
out  about  their  genetic  his- 
tory. In  addition,  last  year  the 
HFEA  did  what  science  almost 
never  does,  what  it  did  not  do 
in  1978  when  the  world’s  first 
“test-tube"  baby  was  born: 
stop  for  a moment  to  consider 
the  consequences.  It  con- 
ducted a mammoth  consulta- 
tion on  what  came  to  be 
known  as  foe  “yuck”  factor 
and  found  that  most  people 
were  intellectually  ill- 
equipped  to  cope  with  the  tech- 
nological developments  that 
await  us,  to  effect,  it  delivered 
a verdict  cm  its  own  powers: 
that  they  were  not  strong 
enough.  That  experts  were 
needed  to  guide  us  through  the 
ethical  forest  that  lay  in  wait 

This  settles  uncomfortably 
on  foe  minds  of  those  who  25 
years  ago  marched  through 
the  streets  of  London  demand- 
ing reproductive  rights.  “Not 
the  Church,  not  foe  State, 
women  shall  decide  their 
fate,”  we  chanted.  "Free 
abortion  on  demand;  a 
woman's  right  to  choose.” 

A quarter  of  a century  ago  it 
! was  that  simple.  Limiting 
one's  family  (or  when  (me 
started  it)  by  birth  control  and 
abortion  was  about  all  that 
one  could  demand;  and  what 
the  hell  did  It  have  to  do  with 
anyone  else?  Now  we  find  that 
the  womb  has  become  public 
property  again,  at  foe  centre  of 


Committee  back  him  up?  How 
fast  can  one  man,  on  a four- 
day  week,  proceed  with  an  in- 
vestigation that  was  due  to 
take  four  weeks  in  court  after 
almost  two  years  of 
preparation? 

I don’t  wish  to  be  a spaniel 
from  hell,  or  anywhere  else: 
but  already  you  can  hear  foe 
ancestral  voices  confecting 
phoney  war.  Sir  James  Spicer, 
a member  of  the  old  Privileges 
Committee,  could  be  encoun- 
tered this  week  denouncing 
foe  Guardian’s  “wild  allega- 
tions" before  his  breakfast 
egg  had  boiled.  How  does  he 

know?  Where  is  he  coming 
from? 

I found,  at  first  hand,  what 
didn't  geD  in  foe  old  system.  It 
was,  inevitably,  a political 
echo  of  foe  greater  Westmin- 
ster system.  It  was  just  an- 
other cockpit  of  contention.  It 
could  stretch  timescales  at 
will.  The  question  now  is 
whether  Nolan,  especially 
half-fat  Nolan,  has  done 
pnraigh-  That  majority  is  thin- 
ner than  ever.  Election  fever 
is  turning  to  plague.  Has 
everyone  involved  — Govern- 
ment. Opposition,  back- 
benchers, committee,  commis- 
sioners — now  foe  absolute 
determination  to  make  the 
new  way  work  in  the  open? 

Just  for  myselL  I hope  they 
da  It  wasn’t  a pleasant  or 
easy  couple  of  years  going 
through  the  mill  — though 
newspapermen  with  a job  to 
do  can’t  complain  about  that. 
What  struck  much  more  forc- 
ibly, though,  was  the  grinding 
belligerence,  which  any  ordi- 
nary complainant  was  stuck 
with  too.  The  news  that  some- 
thing was  wrong  wasn’t  wel- 
comed, but  often  bitterly 
resented.  The  messenger  took 
his  lumps.  That  can’t  be  right 
either:  a Parliament  that 
doesn't  want  to  hear  from  the 
people  is  a Parliament  the 
people  eventually  won’t  want 


word  to  describe  countries 
that  have  laws  to  make  women 
have  abortions  is  fascist 
So  should  the  HFEA  have 
allowed  Mandy  to  have  fertil- 
ity treatment  at  all?  Over  foe 
past  few  weeks  she  has  cut  a 
particularly  unattractive  fig- 
ure. Supposing  all  eight  babies 
could  have  been  bom?  What 
kind  of  a Tnnthpr  would  shp 
have  made?  On  Newsnight 
earlier  this  week,  even  Dr 
Wendy  Savage  fudged  her 
answer  when  the  question  was 
directly  posed.  It  was  not  her 
mprilnai  discipline,  she  said  A 
doctor  may  well  turn  down  a 
request  for  a particular  form 
of  treatment  on  foe  grounds, 
for  earampto,  of  personal  con- 
science. But  should  a legal 
authority  be  established  to 
deny  the  Mandy  All  woods  cf 
this  world  their  fertility  drugs 
on  the  grounds  of  their  unsuit- 
ability for  parenting?  And  tf  it 
were,  would  this  not  come 
dangerously  close  to  eugenics? 


The  Tory  MP 
and  the  holiday 
in  the  Bahamas 


Throughout  the 
second  half  of  this 
century  the  state 
has  reluctantly, 
though  progres- 
sively, pulled  back  from  its 
control  over  the  bodies  of  its 
citizens  — not  just  women’s 
but  those  of  gay  men.  most 
recently  in  its  lowering  of  foe 
age  cf  consent  for  homosexual- 
ity. Giving  the  HFEA  more 
statutory  power  would  be  to 
reverse  that  trend  to  1994 
600.000  women  gave  birth;  only 
3,477  conceptions  resulted 
from  in  vitro  fertilisation.  Of 
these  only  a handfbl  would  not 
fulfil  what  most  cf  us  would 
agree  to  be  foe  criteria  of  “de- 
serving cases".  Mandy  All- 
wood. who  abused  and  cheated 
the  system,  is  thought  to  be  a 
one-off  Further  empowering 
the  HFEA  would  create  very 
big  laws  for  vary  small  num- 
bers of  Mandy  AHwoods  and 
geriatric  wannabe  mothers. 

So  what  should  the  HFEA 
do?  Today  Naomi  Pfeifer,  a 
medical  historian  at  North 
London  University  and  author 
of  The  Stork  And  The  Syringe 
(Polity,  1993),  will  address  a 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine 
Conference  on  IVF  and  de- 
nounce the  authority. 
"Women  are  completely  in- 
visible,” foe  says.  “There  is  no 
sense  that  the  HFEA  is  con- 
cerned about  the  people  who 
are  receiving  this  treatment" 
And  as  she  points  out,  it  is 
infertile  women  who  pay  for 
the  HFEA,  for  two-thirds  of  its 
funding  is  creamed  off  the  fees 
they  give  to  the  clinics. 

Its  register  of  clinics  is,  foe 
says,  completely  useless.  It 
does  not  fed  foe  infertile  wom- 
an if  it  provides  foe  service 
she  needs.  It  monitors  com- 
plaints but  fails  to  inform 
whether  the  problem  was 
dingy  surroundings  or  being 
sexually  assaulted  by  the  doc- 
' tor.  Its  collection  cf  statistics, 
unlike  those  gathered  by  the 
OPCS  on  abortion,  gives  no 
picture  of  who  is  receiving 
treatment  bow  old  they  are, 

what  part  of  the  country  they 
live  In,  whether  they  were  cov- 
ered by  the  NHS  or  went  pri- 
vately. In  other  words,  in  feel- 
ing that  we  should  create 
stronger  laws  over  the  bodies 
cf  women  in  case  they  make 
decisions  we  don’t  approve  of. 
we  don’t  even  know  what  deci- 
sions they  are  making  and 
why. 

to  the  old  days,  what  the 

HFEA  does  would  have  been 

handled  by  the  Department  of 
Health  instead  at  this  quango, 
which  has  been  given  the 
power  to  decide  questions 
with  one  consultative  docu- 
ment which  the  combined 
forces  of  the  world’s  depart- 
ments of  philosophy  have 
felled  to  resolve  these  2,000 
years.  Perhaps  we  are  not  ask- 
ing too  little  of  the  HFEA,  but 
too  much  — and  too  little  of 
ourselves  in  surrendering  con- 
trol over  the  most  personal  of 
dilemmas  to  the  state. 


a bewildered  attempt  to 
resolve  vast  moral  and  onto- 
logical questions.  When  does 
life  begin?  Whose  life  is  it 
anyway?  Who  defines  fertility, 
the  body,  or  how  we  manipu- 
late it  with  drugs?  Is  foe  meno- 
pause an  lmpassahle  barrier 
for  our  power  to  reproduce? 
How  do  we  define  the  term 
“mother"  when  it  may  be 
practically  possible  to  harvest 
eggs  from  the  wombs  of  enti- 
ties that  were  never  actually 
born? 

The  old  slogans  never  envis- 
aged such  dilemmas.  To  be 
honest,  those  who  shouted 
them,  in  their  confident  teens 
and  20s,  never  bothered  at  aH 
about  the  rights  erf  those  who 
wanted  children,  only  those 
who  did  not  They  did  not 
think  cf  the  59-year-old  British 
woman  who  wants  to  have  a 
baby  and  has  to  go  abroad  to 
get  the  treatment  to  do  so.  To 
most  people  it  is  common 
sense  that  women  of  fills  age 
should  not  bear  a child,  be- 
cause we  believe  that  mothers 
should  be  around  long  enough 
to  see  their  offspring  into 
adulthood. 

But  should  there  be  a law 
against  it?  Mandy  Allwood 
was  demonstrably  unwise  to 
have  refused  a selective 
abortion.  She  was  warned  that 
the  womb  could  not  carry  so 
many  foetuses;  whether  out  cf 
sentiment  or  greed,  she  pro- 
ceeded with  foe  pregnancy 
and  lost  all  eight  Should  the 
HFEA  have  forced  her  to  have 
had  a termination?  The  only 


Bel  Littlejohn 

GO  get  him,  lads  — and 
then  give  him  a kick  in 
the  groin  from  Bell 
That  was  my  first  thought  on 
seeing  Wednesday’s  front 
page  of  the  Guardian,  bless  it. 
“A  liar  and  a cheat"  — that’s 
telling  it  like  it  is!  For  far  too 
long  we  ordinary  decent  vot- 
ers have  been  subjected  to  the 
heartless  bullying  tactics  of 
Tory  MPs.  Now  at  last  we  had 
one  of  ’em  nailed,  good  and 
proper,  begging  for  his  life. 

But  Hamilton's  activities  — 
and  the  tough  but  very  sensi- 
tive and  breathtakingly  cul- 
tured Guardian  editor's  noble 
and  to  my  mind  utterly 
praiseworthy  chastisement  of 
their  perpetrator  — raise  the 
much  Larger  issue  of  foe  way 
people  will  do  anything  to 
suck  up  to  those  in  power.  As 
the  senior  Guardian  colum- 
nist with  special  responsibil- 
ities for  issues  of  private  con- 
science and  public  morality,  I 
first  became  aware  of  Tory 
sleaze  rumours  in  the  late 
1980s  whilst  holidaying  in  the 
Bahamas,  courtesy  British 
Airways  and  the  excellent 
Travel-in-Style  Suitcase  pic. 
On  that  smashing  winter 
break  (beautifully  smooth 
flight,  and  my  set  of  Travel- 
in-Style  suitcases  is  still  go- 
ing strong)  I noticed,  over  foe 
other  side  of  the  swimming- 
pool,  a backbench  Tory  MP 
and  his  lady  friend  sipping 
what  looked  suspiciously  like 
champagne  on  their  sun- 
loungers. The  word  “corrup- 
tion” was  swift  to  raise  its 
ugly  head.  How  could  this 
Tory  MP  afford  this  sort  of 
jet-set  high-life  on  a back- 
bencher's salary?  This  is  a 
question  that  demands  to  be 
answered  in  an  open  society. 

And  it  was  this  very  ques- 
tion that  I put  to  my  then 
partner  (whose  identity,  inci- 
dentally, is  a purely  private 
matter  between  him,  if  it  was 
a him,  and  me.  if  it  was  me). 
My  partner  (BA's  double-tick- 
ets are  a swift  and  easy  solu- 
tion to  holiday  problems  — 
thanx  guys!)  said  that  the 
Tory  MP  and  his  wife  (if  she 
was  his  wife  — we  all  know 
about  Tories  going  on  holiday 
with  people  they're  not  exact- 
ly married  to!!)  were  obvi- 
ously "on  the  take”.  We  both 
agreed  that  there's  no  such 
thing  as  a free  holiday.  No- 
one  gets  a holiday  cf  this 
calibre  without  having  to 
sing  for  their  supper. 

I had  no  actual  proof  that 
this  Tory  was  in  the  pay  of 
this  or  that  travel  firm  — how 
could  I,  given  the  web  of  se- 
crecy he  had  constructed?  — 
but  I compiled  a list  of  10 
questions  I wanted  foe  Prime 
Minister  to  put  to  him  in  an 
emergency  session  the  mo- 


ment his  plane  touched  down 
at  Heathrow.  1)  Who  bought 
your  Ambre  Solaire?  2)  How 
much  did  it  cost?  3)  What  do 
you  mean  you  don't  know 
bow  much  it  cost?  4)  Do  you 
really  expect  me  to  believe 
that?  5}  And  who's  that  wom- 
an with  you?  6)  So  where's 
the  marriage  certificate?  7) 
Did  you  and  your  socalled 
“wife"  write  a thank-you  let- 
ter for  your  holiday?  8)  If  not, 
why  not?  9)  Are  you  really  no 
better  than  a slug  — yes  or 
no?  10)  If  you’re  not  guilty, 
why  am  I asking  you  ques- 
tions like  these? 

Back  home,  putting  foe  fin- 
ishing touches  to  my  hard- 
hitting travel  piece  ("Pack 
Your  Travel-in-Style  Bag  for 
the  Romantic  BA  Holiday  of  a 
Lifetime"  by  Bel  Littlejohn, 
foe  Guardian,  October  19. 
1989)  and  grappling  for  hours 
with  losing  this  and  that  on 
expenses,  I got  to  worrying 
about  the  moral  and  financial 
turpitude  endemic  in  our  po- 
litical system.  MPs  of  all  par- 
ties seem  prepared  to  stab 
any  colleague  in  the  back  in 
the  fight  for  promotion. 

By  this  time,  I had,  of 
course,  risen  to  the  giddy 
heights  of  Chief  Leader 
Writer  — the  previous  incum- 
bent had  been  forced  to 
resign  after  the  Editor  had 
been  informed  by  an  anony- 
mous source  — known  only 
as  “BL”  — that  he  was  plot- 
ting for  his  job.  My  new  role 
placed  me  in  an  excellent  po- 
sition to  set  foe  world  of  poli- 
tics to  rights  — and  about 
time  too!  Though  I say  it  my- 
self, my  editorials  acquired  a 
legendary  status  among  my 
peers  for  their  moral  force 
and  integrity. 

MY  first  contribution 
roundly  castigated 
the  Thatcher  govern- 
ment for  foe  gross  immoral- 
ity of  its  plans  for  a poll  tax. 
“It  is  our  deepest  wish  that 
any  local  government  tax 
should  prove  itself  as  effi- 
cient sturdy  and  long-lasting 
as  a Travel-in-Style  suitcase,” 
I boomed.  “And  if  Mr  Ridley, 
Mrs  Thatcher  and  the  rest  of 
foe  motley  Tory  crew  want 
advice  on  top-class  manage- 
ment we  suggest  they  apply 
to  the  excellent  management- 
training  scheme  run  by  foe 
excellent  British  Airways.” 

But  foe  Hamilton  case 
makes  me  wonder  whether 
my  words  were  not  written  in 
vain.  And  I am  not  alone.  At 
foe  delicious  dinner  for  jour- 
nalists provided  at  this 
week’s  launch  of  the  fabulous 
new  Oxo  Tower  Restaurant 
foe  talk  turned  to  the  way 
politicians  have  succumbed 
to  the  wicked  “something-for- 
nothing"  philosophy  inherent 
in  Thatcherism.  The  so-called 
“cash-forquestions"  scandal 
raises  vital  questions  (which 
I posed  in  a freelance  article 
for  the  Evening  Standard, 
and  again  on  LBC)  about  foe 
sincerity  of  our  MPb.  But  if 
there's  one  thing  I can't  stand 
about  this  sordid  affair,  it  is 
the  Hamilton  lobby’s  su- 
preme self-righteousness. 
'Nuff  said. 


* - ■**  ■ ; ..s'  > 


Welcome  to  the  future:  Seiko  Kinetic®,  foe  first  . 
quartz  watch  that  turns  your  movement  lifoi 
power.  Every  move  you  make  is  converted- into 
electrical  impulses  by  a tiny  built-in  powerhouse. 
Ecological,  reliable  and  efficient:  wear  it  one  day 
to  gain  energy  for  at  least  two  weeks.  Wear  it 
daily  - it  will  run  continually.  Made  of  titanium: 
light,  yet  strong  and  kind  to  your  skin.  2Gbw: 
water  resistant.  One-way  rotating  bezel  'and-:, 
screw  lock  crown.  Seiko  Kinetic  - it’s  built  to  last. 
Someday  all  watches  wiH  be  made  tins  way. 
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Joonas  Kokkonen 


Letters 


Composer  lit  by 


northern  light 


H COMPOSITION, 
according  to  the  | 
Finnish  composer : 
Joonas  Kokkonen.  I 
has  died  aged  , 
74.  is  a biological  entity.  'It 1 
begins  from  a mystery,  from  I 
some  unfathomable  silence."  1 
be  said.  “It  grows  like  a tree 
from  a seed.  The  germ  pos- 
sesses a fantastic  capacity  for 
growth.  Many  people  think 
that  the  growing  power  of  the 
Initial  motive  is  its  most 
important  feature.  However, 
the  gist  of  the  matter  is  the 
extent  of  its  growth.  This  is 
the  most  important  concern 
in  creating  a large  form." 

Kokkonen  was  Finland's 
most  distinguished  composer 
since  Sibelius  and  shared 
with  his  countryman  a genius 
for  the  organic  development, 
from  the  simplest  successions 
of  intervals,  of  large  and  im- 
posing musical  structures. 

Kokkonen  was  a friend  of 
the  greatest  Finnish  architect 
of  the  day.  Alvar  Aalto,  who 
designed  the  composer's 
house  in  Jarvenp&a.  just  as 
Lara  Sonck  had  done  for  Sibe- 
lius in  the  same  town  half  a 
century  before.  This  fusion  of 
the  complex  with  the  straight- 
forward, expressed  in  a lan- 
guage whose  emotive  force 
could  be  readily  appreciated 
by  audiences  unversed  in  con- 
temporary trends,  achieved 
for  Kokkonen’s  music  inter- 
national renown  with  critics 
and  public  alike.  This  success 
was  all  the  more  remarkable 
since  Kokkonen’s  music,  if 
not  as  extreme  in  means  as 
much  that  was  being  written 
at  the  time  in  Central  Europe 
and  in  the  United  States,  was 
often  radical  in  expression. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  com- 
posers in  Finland  to  adopt 


elements  of  Schoenberg’s  12- 
note  method  of  composition, 
although  he  never  entirely 
abandoned  tonality.  Nor  did 
he  become  an  out-an-out  seri- 
alist  in  the  way  that  his  pupil 
Paavo  Heininen  would  do. 

Kokkonen' s rigorous  self- 
criticism  kept  his  output  rela- 
tively small,  amounting  to 
some  50  compositions.  These 
are  of  consistently  high  qual- 
ity. covering  the  standard 
forms  from  opera  to  song, 
symphony  to  sonata.  Many 
pieces  from  his  mature ! 
period,  which  ran  from  the 
late  1950s  to  the  mid-1970s 
(corresponding  to  the  gesta- 
tion period  of  his  only  opera,  i 
The  Last  Temptations ),  have 
established  themselves  in  the  1 
repertoire.  Particularly  prom- 1 
inent  are  his  orchestral  I 
works,  including  four  sym- 
phonies  remarkable  for  their 
total  avoidance  of  Sibelian 
influence.  From  the  outset, 
Kokkonen  evolved  a very 
individual  variant  of  the  sym- 
phony as  a genre,  with  one  or 
two  fast  movements  framed 
by  a pair  of  reflective,  slower- 
paced  spans.  After  the  pre- 
miere in  1961  of  his  First 
Symphony,  completed  the  pre- 
vious year,  Kokkonen  was 
hailed  as  “a  new  comet  in  the 
Finnish  musical  sky".  The 
hope  was  expressed  that  the 
“comet”  would  become  a 
“fixed  star",  a sentiment  ful- 
filled at  least  in  part  later  that 
year  with  the  receipt  of  a 
prize  from  the  Wihuri  Foun- 
dation (a  second  followed  in 
1973)  and  by  the  award  of  the 
Nordic  Council’s  prestigious 
music  prize  in  1968  for  his 
Third  Symphony  (1967).  Other 
orchestral  works  include 
Music  for  String  Orchestra 
(1957),  the  Symphonic 


Sketches  (1968)  and  a Cello 
Concerto  (1969). 

But  the  work  that  attracted 
the  greatest  critical  and  popu- 
lar acclaim  was  his  opera  The 
Last  Temptations , which 
stands  as  foe  most  complete 
summation  of  Kokkonen’s 
art  Based  on  events  in  the 
life  of  the  early  19th-century 
revivalist  demagogue  Paavo 
Ruotsalainen,  the  opera  is 
constructed  on  symphonic 
principles,  with  a degree  of 
internal  cohesion  rare  in 
works  for  the  theatre.  The 
treatment  of  the  plot — from  a 
play  by  the  composer’s 
cousin,  Lauri  — reinforced 
the  method  of  construction, 
with  foe  main  action  related 
in  fiashbf1**  from  Ruotsalain- 
en’s  deathbed.  The  Finnish 
National  Opera  toured  the 
work  with  tremendous  suc- 
cess in  Europe  and  North 
America,  before  recording  it 
in  1979,  and  what  made  audi- 
ences roar  with  approval  was 
not  fee  music’s  subtlety  or 
organisation,  but  its  visceral 
Impact,  especially  Paavo’s 
great  hymn  which  achieves  a 
magnificent,  roof-raising  apo- 
theosis In  the  final  scene. 


JOONAS  Kokkonen 
wrote  a considerable 
body  of  instrumental 
music,  from  pieces 
for  piano  — on 
which  he  was  a noted  public 
performer  in  the  1950s — such 
as  the  Sonatina  of  1953, 
to  larger-ecale  works  such 
as  the  Sinfonta  da  camera 
(1961-2)  and  the  surrogate 
harpsichord  concerto . . . 
Dutch  einen  Spiegel . . . 
("  . . . through  a glass 
darkly ...”  1976-7).  which 
both  require  an  ensemble  of 
12  string  players.  Prominent 


among  his  purely  chamber 
output  are  his  three  string 
quartets  <1958-9;  1964-6;  1976), 
the  last  of  which  — like  foe 
Sonata  for  cello  and  piano  of 
thesame  year— was  based  on 
thematic  material  from  The 
Last  Temptations. 

Kokkonen’s  vocal  music, 
aside  from  the  opera,  is 
scored  primarily  for  chorus, 
foe  most  important  being  foe 
unaccompanied  setting  erf  the 
Mass  (Missa  a cappeUa.  1963), 
a Latin  motet,  Laudatio 
Domini  (1966).  and  a 1981 
choral-and-orchestral  Req- 
uiem in  memory  of  his  second 
wife,  Maij  a,  which,  as  in 
Faure’s  Requiem,  dispenses 
with  the  apocalyptic  Dies  Irae 
in  favour  of  a brighter,  more 
humanistic  vision.  Kokkon- 
en’s principal  solo  vocal  work 
[ is  his  early  song  cycle.  The 
| Bodes  of  the  Birds  (1958-9). 

Kokkonen  was  born  in  Bs- 
flhni  in  Central  Finland.  He 
i studied  at  foe  Sibelius  Acad- 
{ emy  in  Helsinki  from  1940 
with  Palmgren  and  Hanni- 
1 Ifdinen.  among  others,  though 
i his  attendance  there  was  In- 
terrupted by  military  service 
(he  attained  foe  rank  of  ser- 
geant) during  the  “Continua- 
tion War"  with  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1941.  Resuming  his 
education  in  1945.  he  was 
awarded  a diploma  in  piano 
in  1948  and  was  engaged  by 
the  Academy  as  a lecturer  foe 
following  year,  becoming  pro- 
fessor of  composition  from 
1959-63.  Two  Of  his  pupils  who 
have  achieved  international 
recognition  in  symphonic  and 
operatic  repertoire  are  Aulis 
Sallinen  and  Paavo  Heininen. 

He  also  undertook  impor- 
tant administrative  roles  and 
achieved  prominence  as  a 
Writer  on  music,  receiving  an 


Dennis  k Bird  writes.  For  two 
years,  I was  adjutant  to  Wing 
Commander  Clive  Beadon 
{obituary  September  10  when 
be  was  steta  commander  at 
RAF  BatzweUerfcat  in  Col- 
ogne. On  Sunday,  August  13 
1961,  he  and  I were  in  remote 
rural  Germany  cai  a car  rally 
in  his  big  ; Armstrong- 
Siddeley. . Suddenly  over  the 
radio  came  the  news  that  foe 
East  Germans  had.- started 
building  foe  Berlin  Wall  and 
were  stopping  all  travellers 
leaving.  Was  fois,..  perhaps, 
foe  prelude  to  a tak&orerot 
all  Germany  by  the  Russians? 
On  that  momentous no 
one  knew.  “Well  finish  foe 
rally  first  " saM  my  CO  in  the 
true  spirit  of  Francis  Drake. 
And  we  did- 

Among  his  many  interests 
were  Bentley  cars  (it  was 
through  the  vintage  Bentley 
club  that  he  met  his  second 
wife),  scuba-diving  and  chin- 
chilla breeding.  His  G amah 
secretary  spent  a good  deal  of 
her  time  arranging  doals  for 
him  with  other  breeders. 

Clive  Beadon  was  a. memo- 
rable character:  urbane, 
charming,  very  -Hke-  Cecil 
Parker,  foe  film  actor.  There 
are  few  of  his  kind  left. 


F Hall  writes:  Edward  Pearce 
has  bis  former  colonies 
wrong  <i obituary  September  4). 
The  Hola  massacre  occurred 
to  Kenya  to  a Mau  Mau  deten- 
tion camp,  not  to  Malawi  ■ • 


Gareth  Beoan  writes:  Paul 
Boateng  must  have  very 
vague  memories  of  Mission: 
Impossible  and  is  obviously 
not  watching  the  re-runs  on 
Channel  4,  or  he  would  know 
that  the  character  Greg 
Morris  ( obituary  September  2) 
played  was  Barney  Collfer. 
not  Harry  Collier. 


Joonas  Kokkonen . . . Finland’s  most  distinguished  composer  since  Sibelius  suzre  master 


MA  to  musicology  from  Hel-  Sibelius  from  his  then  incom-  been  premiered  to  1982.  it  was 
sinki  University  in  1948.  plete,  and  subsequently  sup-  in  fact,  like  the  Fourth  Quar- 
Probably  his  most  important  pressed,  Eighth  Symphony,  in  'let,  never  committed  to  paper. 

contribution  to  this  field  was  his  last  years  Kokkonen.  like  

the  identification,  supported  Sibelius,  hinted  at  a final  Guy  Rickards 

by  the  composer's  widow  symphony  not  yet  in  complete  

Aino,  of  foe  organ  piece  Suru-  form.  But  although  some  Joonas  Kokkonen,  composer, 
saitto  (Funeral  Music,  1931)  as  musical  dictionaries  list  this  bom  November  13.  1921;  died 


having  been  derived  by  | Fifth  Symphony  as  haring  ! October  i,  1996 


Roger  Clements  writes: 
You r obituary  of  Professor 
Bill  Mackenzie  (August  30) 
did  not  mention,  his  great 
personal  kindness.  As  one  of 
his  minor  proteges  at  Man- 
chester University.  I received 
nothing  but  immense  kind- 
ness, help  and  courtesy  from: 
him.  In  more  than  40  years. 
I’ve  not  forgotten  it  He  was  a 
good  chap. 


Frida  Knight 


Music  in  a 


good  cause 


Frida  knight,  who 
has  died  aged  85.  was  a 
musician,  biographer 
and  campaigner  who 
remembered  being  shocked 
into  “juvenile  political  aware- 
ness" by  Mussolini's  Black- 
shirts. Her  schooling  had 
been  cut  short  at  14  when  she 
became  ill  with  Graves’  dis-  j 
ease,  a rare  heart  condition.  | 
She  went  to  Sicily  for  part  of 
her  recovery  and  from  there 
travelled  north  through  Italy. 
Switzerland  and  Germany, 
where  later,  in  Frankfurt 
studying  music,  she  wit- 
nessed the  clashes  between 
Nazis  and  Communists. 

She  had  learned  both  piano 
and  violin  from  the  age  of 
eight  — the  violin  from  a 
niece  of  Joachim  — and  later 
graduated  from  the  Royal 
College  of  Music.  But  her 
mother,  the  first  student  at 
Newnham  to  receive  a first 
class  degree,  introduced  her 
to  poverty  and  deprivation 
nearer  home  in  Cambridge, 
which  set  her  on  her  course 
in  life,  both  socially 
and  politically. 

She  worked  first  in  Man- 
chester, organising  music  for 
the  unemployed,  producing 
plays,  operas  and  concerts, 
then  as  extension  lecturer  in 
music  and  theatre  in  HolL 
There  she  started  a Spanish 
relief  committee  and  joined 
the  Communist  Party.  In  May 
1937,  she  drove  an  ambulance 
from  London  to  Murcia  in 
Spain.  In  Madrid,  she  wrote 
and  translated  articles  for  the 
Republican  press  office,  vis- 
ited the  front  and  spoke  on 
national  radio. 

She  returned  to  England  as 
a fund-raiser  for  Basque 
refugee  children,  organising 
meetings  and  concerts  for 


them  throughout  the  country. 
In  early  1939  she  was  working 
with  Spanish  refugees  in 
France  and  she  returned  to 
Paris  at  foe  end  of  that  year. 
In  June  1940,  she  was  caught 
by  the  German  invasion  and 
imprisoned  in  Besanon  for 
more  than  a year  until  she 
escaped  via  Marseille.  She 
brought  back  a message  for 
De  Gaulle  In  a cigarette 
packet  and  then  worked  for  a 
year  with  foe  Free  French 
information  department. 

Her  escape  was  foe  subject 
of  her  first  book,  an  exciting 
story,  told  with  characteristic 
modesty.  Frida  was  at  her 
best  when  writing  about 
other  people,  notably  in  stud- 
ies of  those  18th-century  radi- 
cals William  Frend  and 
Thomas  Walker,  and  to  her 
affectionate  life  of  that  other 
radical,  Beethoven,  a book 
that  continually  sends  (me 
back  to  the  music.  Her  unpub- 
lished memoirs  barely  men- 
tion foe  famous  people  she 
knew,  for  fear,  she  said,  of 
name-dropping.  Indeed,  she 
could  have  dropped  plenty  in 
her  excellent  account  of  Cam- 
bridge music  from  the  Middle 
Ages  to  modem  times.  In  all, 
including  translations,  she 
published  10  books,  as  well  as 
contributing  to  newspapers 
and  magazines. 


Kenneth  Muir 


Birthdays 


A Shakespearean  devotion 


Frida  Knight . . . expressing  her  sympathies  in  actions 


IT  WAS  RARE  to  find  her 
without  company.  AH  the 
Chinese  and  Russians  who 
visited  Cambridge  seemed 
to  find  their  way  to  her  house; 
until  latterly,  the  front  door 
was  always  kept  open.  She 
loved  people  even  more  than 
causes,  but  loved  causes  be- 
cause she  loved  people.  Nor 
could  she  live  without 
expressing  her  sympathies  in 


actions.  She  was  active  in 
innumerable  good  works, 
most  ardently  in  the  peace 
movement  A visit  to  Cuba  in 
1992  set  her  upon  yet  another 
cause:  the  provision  of  medi- 
cal supplies  to  foe  island. 

Despite  recent  events,  she 
retained  foe  hope  that  had  in- 
spired socialists  in  the  1930s. 
Socialism  was  the  only 
answer  and  she  would  quote 
in  consolation  her  beloved 
William  Morris:  “Courage! 
For  things  wonderful,  un- 
hoped for,  glorious,  have  hap- 
pened even  in  the  short  time 
while  I have  been  alive.” 

In  1944  she  married  the 
microbiologist  BCJG 
Knight,  later  professor  in 
Britain’s  first  department  of 
microbiology  at  Reading  Uni- 
versity. Frida  spoke  fondly  of 


her  debt  to  her  parents  and 
her  cultured  — she  would 
describe  ft  as  privileged  — 
background,  for  her  father 
was  reader  in  French  at 
Cambridge  and  dean  of 
Trinity  College. 

I asked  Frida  once  for 
which  of  her  achievements 
she  would  like  best  to  be 
remembered.  She  replied  un- 
hesitatingly: “By  my  children 
and  grandchildren."  Through 
her  four  children  — her  hus- 
band predeceased  her  — and 
in  foe  hearts  of  people  in 
many  countries,  she  lives  on. 


Timothy  Rogers 


Frldeswide  Frances  Emma 
Knight,  musician  and  socialist, 
bom  November  11,  1910:  died 
October  2, 1996 


THE  DAY  before  he  died, 
at  89,  Kenneth  Muir  sent 
me  his  newly  published 
essay  on  Shakespeare  and 
Lope  de  Vega  — a gesture 
typical  of  a man  who  until  the 
end  retained  his  faculties,  his 
productivity  and  his  belief  to 
affirming  friendships  by  ex- 
change of  offprints. 

Recognised,  worldwide  as 
one  of  his  generation’s  most 
eminent  Shakespeare  schol- 
ars, Kenneth  Muir  once  told  a 
close  friend  that  what  he  most 
would  have  liked  to  be  was  a 
dramatist.  There  was  nothing 
manque  about  his  academic 
career,  which  continued  into 
an  uncommonly  active  retire- 
ment as  emeritus  professor  at  | 
foe  University  of  Liverpool 
But  the  potential  dramatist 
was  there,  and  was  possibly 
what  united  into  one  person 
foe  translator  of  Racine  and 
the  dramatists  (rf  the  Spanish 
Golden  Age;  the  editor  of 
Shakespeare  plays  and  Wyatt 
poems;  the  author,  the  superb 
lecturer  and  the  politician. 

Bom  to  south  London,  son 
of  a doctor  who  died  when  he 
was  sevesn.  Muir  was  edu- 
cated at  Epsom  College  and  St 
Edmund  Hall,  Oxford,  where 
be  read  English  and  acted  to 
1 John  Masefield's  private 
theatre  at  Boar’s  Hill.  His 
' first  post,  in  1981,  was  a lec- 
tureship at  York’s  St  John’s 
, College  of  Education,  not  well 
suited  to  a poet  and  radical. 
He  was  sacked  three  times  — 
and  reinstated  on  the  insis- 
tence of  foe  then  Archbishop 
of  York,  William  Temple. 

In  1937,  newly  married  to 
Mary  Ewen  and  co-author  of 
The  Voyage  to  Illyria,  a pio- 
neering study  of  Shakespeare 
as  a poetic  dramatist,  Muir 
moved  to  an  English  litera- 
ture lectureship  at  Leeds 
University.  There  he  taught, 
edited,  directed  and  acted 
Shakespeare;  the  memory 
still  lingers  of  a King  Lear 
with  G Wilson  Knight  as  Lear 


and  Kenneth  Muir  as  Glou- 
I cester.  He  wrote  learnedly  for 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Leeds 
Philosophical  and  Literary 
Society,  and  contributed  hun- 
dreds of  articles  to  Leeds 
Weekly  Citizen  under  a vast 
number  of  pseudonyms  — 
once  finding  five  of  iris  aliases 
all  separately  invited  to  foe 
same  civic  event  He  was  also 
chair  of  the  Leeds  Fabian 
Society  and  a Labour  council- 
lor — a radical  commitment 
that  continued  in  Birken- 
head. The  move  to  Mersey- 
side in  1951  coincided  with 
publication  at  his  New  Arden 
edition  of  Macbeth,  followed 
foe  next  year  by  King  Lear. 

Kenneth  Muir  held  Liver- 
pool University’s  King  Alfred 
Chair  of  English  Literature 
for  23  years,  and  marked  his 
retirement  in  1974  by  appear- 1 
tog  as  Prospero  to  a young 
colleague’s  production  of  The 
Tempest.  He  had  also  created,  I 
by  example,  a departmental 
ethos  in  which  devotion  to 
scholarship  was  taken  for 
granted.  Those  of  us  who 
began  our  careers  under  his 
aegis  lived  to  a quality  cul- 
ture, long  before  that  term 
had  been  invented.  But  we 
never  learned  to  make  use  of 
time  foe  way  he  did,  reading 
proofs  of  Shakespeare  Survey 


(which  he  edited)  on  the  bus 
up  Brownlow  Hill  and  polish- 
ing off  staff  meetings  in  10 
minutes  sharp. 

As  an  author,  Muir  ranged 
widely.  His  critical  work  was 
informed  by  a now  unfashion- 
able  liberal  humanism  which 
makes  his  books  accessible 
outside  specialist  circles.  His 
scholarship,  like  his  personal- 
ity, was  fearless. 

Naturally  unostentatious, 
be  was  quietly  proud  of  his 
achievement  mid  not  afraid  to 
show  his  enjoyment  of  foe 
honours  it  brought  foe  hon- 
orary degree  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dijon,  foe  fellowship  o£ 
the  British  Academy,  the 
presidency  of  the  Interna- 
tional Shakespeare  Associa- 
tion. Kenneth  Muir  was  reti- 
cent about  personal  relations 
and,  while  deeply  bereft, 
faced  stoically  the  death  from 
leukaemia  first  of  Mary  his 
wife,  then  of  Katherine  his 
daughter.  He  leaves  many 
friends  who  win  be  glad  to 
know  be  made  a good  end  and 
that  his  long  life  was  literally 
rounded  with  a sleep. 


Prof  Richard  Batchelor, 
immunologist,  65;  Lord 
(Peter)  Blaker,  former  Con- 
servative minister,  64;  Jackie 
Collins,  author.  59;  Sr 
Terence  Conran,  Habitat  de- 
signer, 65:  Basil  D 'Oliveira, 
cricketer,  65;  Lesley  Glals- 
ter.  novelist.  40;  Eddie 
Gomez,  jazz  bassist,  52; 
Harry  Greenway.  Conserva- 
tive MP,  62;  Charlton  Hes- 
ton, actor,  72;  Sir  John 
Hogg,  banker.  84;  Frank 
Keating,  sports  journalist,  39; 
John  McFall,  Labour  MP,  52; 
Richard  Martin,  chairman. 
Brewers’  Society,  64;  Tony 
Meo,  snooker  champion,  37; 
Sir  Hector  Monro,  Conser- 
vative MP,  former  govern- 
ment minister,  74;  Yvonne 
Murray,  athlete,  32,  Gavin 
Pritchard-Gordon,  race- 
horse trainer,  51;  Giles 
Radice,  Labour  MP,  60; 
Anneka  Rice,  television- pre- 
senter, 38:  John  Rutherford, 
rugby  footballer,  41;  Susan 
Sarandon,  actress,  50;  Jim 
Sillars,  former  Scottish 
National  MP,  59;  Sir  James 
Spicer,  Conservative  MP,  71; 
Ann  Widdecombe  MP,  min- 
ister of  state.  Home  Office,  49. 


Inga-Stina  Ewfeank 


Death  Notices 


Kenneth  Muir,  English  scholar, 
bom  May  5.  1907;  died  Septem- 
ber 30, 1996 


MATTHEW  - RETO  ASH  PWI  EmmrfO*. 

jjaffpcffisjaasga 

Bwjamln  and  Orathar  <#  Donxtty.  Memorial 

JSE'TKU?  Chure*]-  unhwnhjf  * 

Le«a  on  24th  October  a 1.10. 


MUON.  Stole  on  30th 


wtreofHi  chard  end  dear  mother  to  Ml- 
ch»L  njqolwCTt  tnpace.  Funeral  service 


PAHKfcH.  TONY.  On  October  3rd.  Tony 
.and  , Interviewer,  died  « 
Strain.  O I Bo's  too  ehort  Mr 
friends  who  shore  . 


Marriages 


STROUN  AND  FAWMBfff  To  rx w HRBtt 

Lots ’and  IS  ES*  ' **  you 
low  ana  lots  of  love  on  your  wedcSno 

my'annlversary.  Mum,  Dad  and  Catty  xx» 


Kenneth  Muir . . . quietly  proud  of  his  achievement 


a^™*Jjnco,no,Tt  telephone 
0171  713  4587.  Fax  0171  713  4128. 


Jackdaw 


Virtuous  times 


STATE  Office  for  the  In- 
crease in  Birth  Rate,  Berlin 
Dear  Sir,  As  many  men  have 
died  during  the  war.  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  foe  living  to 
care  for  the  women  and  the 
girls  in  order  to  have  a steady 
birth  rate.  You  are  thought  to 
be  very  fit  and  we  ask  you 
kindly  to  accept  this  honour- 
able duty.  Because  of  this, 
your  wife  will  not  have  the 
right  to  divorce  you  but  will 
have  to  accept  itas  a neces- 
sary consequence  of  war.  You 
are  detailed  to  the  12th 
District  of  Berlin,  comprising 
nine  women  and  17  girls. 
Should  you  feel  unfit  for  this 
task,  you  must  send  the  name 


of  a good  replacement 
together  with  a certificate  of 
incapacity  signed  by  three 
. doctors.  Should  you  be  able  to 
take  over  another  district  too, 
you  wUI  become  a breeding 
officer  and  also  receive  a 

breeding  remuneration;  you 
will  also  receive  the  birth 
medal  first  class  with  red 
ribbon.  You  are  farther 
exempted  from  all  taxes  and 
have  the  right  to  a pension. 
We  will  send  you  a list  of  the 
persons  to  be  visited  by  you. 
You  should  start  your  fruitful 
work  at  once  and  report  the 
results  to  this  office  after  nine 
months.  Patriotic  greetings, 
The  Personal  Branch  of  the 
War  Ministry. 

Desperate  measures  in  war. 
Apparently  a copy  qf  a letter 
found  on  a German  POW in 
1944.  British  Journal  of 
Sexual  Medicine 


New  prizes 


BIOLOGY:  Anders  Baerhetm 
and  Hogne  Sand  vik  of  the  Uni- 
versity oFBergen.  Norway,  for 
their  "tasty  and  tasteful" 
report,  “Effect  of  Ale.  Garlic 
and  Soured  Cream  on  the 
Appetite  of  Leeches"  (British 


Medical  Journal,  vol  309). 

Medicine:  James  Johnstone 
of  R J Reynolds.  Joseph.  Tad- 
deo of  US  Tbbacco,  Andrew 
Tisch  of  Loriilard,  William 
Campbell  of  William  Morris 
and  the  late  Thornes  E Sandle- 
fur  Jr.  chairman  of  Brown  and 
Williamson  Tobacco,  ’ Tor 
their  unshakable  discovery, 
as  testified  to  the  US  Con- 
gress”, that  nicotine  is  not 
addictive.  Peace:  Jacques 
Chirac,  President  of  France, 
for  commemorating  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  bombing  of 
Hiroshima  with  atomic  teats 

1 to  foe  Pacific.  Public  Health: 
Ellen  Kleist  of  Nuuk.  Green- 
land. and  Harold  Mol  of  Oslo, 
Norway,  for  their  “caution- 
ary” medical  report  “Trans- 
mission of  Gonorrhoea 
Through  an  Inflatable  Doll” 
(Genitourinary  Medicine, 
vol  69,  no  4).  Chemistry: 
George  Goble  of  Purdee  Uni- 
versity, for  his  “blistering 
world  record  time  for  igniting 
a barbecue  grill" — three 
seconds,  using  charcoal  and 
liquid  oxygen.  Literature: 

The  editors  of  the  journal  The 
Social  Text,  for  eagerly  pub- 
lishing research  that  they 
could  not  understand,  that  the 


author  said  was  meaningless, 
and  which  claimed  that  reality 
did  not  exist  (The  paper, 
which  foe  author  admitted 
was  a hoax,  was  “Transgress- 
1 tog  the  Boundaries:  Towards  a 
Transformative  Hermeneu- 
tics erf Quantum  Gravity”,  by 
AhmSokel.  Social  text, 
Spring/Summer  1996). 
Economics:  Robert  J Genco 
of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
for  his  discovery  that 
“financial  strain  is  a risk 
indicator  for  destructive 
periodontal  disease". 

Results  qf  the  annual  Ig  Nobel 
prizes  for  those  achievements 
in  science  that  “cannot  or 
should  not  be  reproduced”  were 
announced  on  the  3rd  qf  Octo- 
ber at  Harvard  University. 
Apparently,  a group  qf  genuine 
Nobel  laureates  have  been 
lined  up  to  present  the  awards 
prior  to  performing  as  insects 
in  the  world  premiere  of  a 
mini-opera  stoning  two  mezzo- 
sopranos  ascockroaches. 

New  Scientist 


, CEREBRAL  “Pastimes  such 
as  reading  and  internet 
surfing.” 

E CO-PAGAN  “Encompass- 
ing holistic  science,  the  rise  of 
cult  religions,  alternative 
medicine,  free  festivals  and 
eco-anarchy." 

A-GENDER  "The  blurring  of 
foe  gender  distinctions 
reflected  in  growing 
androgyny  in  festoon.” 
GLAM-BANG  “Retro  Seven- 
ties style  with  a post  modem 
sense  of  irony." 

STREET  SPORT  “The  colli- 
sion of  sports,  entertainment 
and  street  fashion.  Nike  meets 
pop  promo.” 

Marketing  folk  and  their 
labels.  Tkese  were  developed  by 
the  brainbirds  behind  the  new 
drink  Thick  Head.  They  have 
decided  that  British  Youth fit 
into  six  different  categories  and 
according  to  them.  Glam 
Bangs,  StreetSportsandA- 
Genders  are  most  likely  to  buy 
thetr  tipple.  Company 


didn't  have  anything  to  do 
with  having  children;  it  had 
to  do  with  men.  with  sex. 
with  spreading  your  legs  for 
every  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry. 
The  dictionary  didn't  men- 
tion Tom's  meaning  for  the 
word  slut.  Our  Oxford  said 
slut  was  a sluttern  or  slov- 
enly woman.  But  Tom  said 
untidiness  was  not  foe  point 
either.  The  point  was  you 
couldn't  trust  a slut  A slut 
did  the  dirty  deed  with 


Marketeers 


Sluts  and  tarts 


CYBERGEN ’Techno 
literate  and  techno-hungry 
wired  generation.” 


AS  FOR  Mary  Lou  Heller,  she 
didn't  have  any  children  so 
there  was  no  point  speculat- 
ing. But  Tom  said  being  a slut 


Divided  youth . . . Company 


anybody  who  asked  her;  a 
slut  rolled  in  the  hay  with  all 
the  boys  only  she  didn’t  get 
paid  for  It  Aprostitute  was  a 
slut  but  a slut  was  not  a pros- 
titute, because  a slut  wasn't 
ui  it  for  the  money.  A slut  was 
worse  than  a prostitute.  She 
was  too  stupid  to  makea  liv- 
ing at  it  Tom  said  I shouldn’t 
get  on  good  terms  with  sluts. 

It  was  tricky  enough  that  1 
wp  a Protestant  whose  best 
friend  was  a dogon,  a tnick  i ,e. 
a Catholic.  Of  course,  he  said, 
he  had  no  worry  about  me  in 
foe  slut  department  I know 
you’ll  never  be  one.  he  said. 
You’re  just  like  Mother, 

^Hnr^n?ti!?terested  “ « 

Soli,  he  told  me  I had  to  be 
carrilil;  I was  too  sympa-  • 
foetic.  I should  stay  away 
from  girls  who  had  double- 
barrelled  names  like  Mary 
Lou  Heller  and  wore  V-neck 
angora  sweaters  that  smelt  of 
Shahmar,  a perfume  Mom  i 

called  whore’s  lure. 

"Are  sluts  capable  of 
ordinary  living?"  I asked. 

"Do  they  sometimes  eat 
mashed  potatoes  instead  of 
french  fries  and  use  a 
Brownie  Hawkeye?"  "Of 
course  sluts  act  normal.'' 


Tom  said.  “That’s  how  they 
fool  you.  But  if  you  could  see 
what  they  do  when  every- 
body goes  to  sleep,”  he  added, 
“you  would  find  out  that  sluts 
are  every  bit  as  disgusting  as 
you  thought” 

An  extract  from  Susan  Swan's 
story  Sluts,  from  Granta's  new 
collection  qf  writing. 


Foxed  again 


TOWN  foxes  are  wreaking 
havoc  at  a top  bowls  Club  by 
stealing  the  jacks  during 
games.  The  urban  foxes, 
which  live  around  Chelten- 
ham Bowls  Club,  regoarly 
sneak  out  and  snatch  the  yel- 
low jacks  as  players  compete. 
The  club  is  planning  to  sur- 
round the  green  with  an  elec- 
tric fence  to  keep  them  out 
Further  rising  crime  figures  :■ 
for  the  Government  to  worry  •* 
over.  Country  Life 


Jackdaw  wonts  jewels.  E-mail 
jackdauf@guardian.co.uk;fax 
0171-7134366;  Jackdaw.  The 
Guardian.  119  Farringdon 
Road,  London  EC1R3ER. 


Emily  Sheffield 
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Kefirs  group  therapy,  page  12 


Old  guard  criticises  new  regime,  page  1 2 
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Financial  Editor:  Alex  Brummer 
Te!  ©phone:'  0171  -239-961 0 
Fax:  0171-833-4456 


FinanceGuartUan 


^^tiswoode  squares  up  for  stormy  and  personal  Monopolies  Commission  battle  with  British  Gas  Notebook 

Regulators  take  tough  line 


GMii  Weston 
bubistrfal  Comwpondant 


AS  industry  regu- 
lator Clare  Spot- 
tiswoode  lashed 
out  at  Bntish  Gas 
yesterday  after 


company  would  have  to  cut 
between  8,000  and  10,000  of 
TransCo's  20,000-strong  work- 
force to  meet  the  price  cuts. 

The  new  charging  regime 
fbr  TransCo,  which  is  to  be 
demerged  from  British  Gas 
next  spring,  would  slash 
£400  million  from  annual  cash 


,■  — K ""  | Mt^VV  ■*  till  ■»,«!  j I I HI  1 

the  company  propelled  itself  flow,  he  claimed. 


into  its  third  Monopolies 
Commision  enquiry  since  pri- 
vatisation in  1986. ' 

As  the  two  sides  squared  up 
for  a six-month  inquiry  over 
new  price  controls  for  British 
Gas’s  TransCo  pipeline  busi- 
ness, .the  Director  General  of 


However,  Ms  Spottiswoode 
said  the  company's  decision 
to  personalise  its  campaign 
and  to  stir  up  shareholders, 
the  City  and  the  press  was 
counterproductive . 

“It  seems  to  me  very  weird 
that  they  believe  a huge  press 


pffeas  attacked  the  BG  board  campaign  will  affect  what  we 
for  personalising  the  issue  do  or  what  the  MMC  does, 
and  making  a habit  of  rowing  There’s  no  doubt  that  indus- 
with  the  regulator,  referring  try  and  most  consumer 


to  the  company's  stormy  rela- 
tions with  her  predecessor. 

Philip  Rogerson,  BG  deputy 
chalman,  claimed  that  the 


MMC 


/ TIE  BE£N\ 
UifimMG  MALL 
/VTOftNfcJG  FOR 
< BRITISH  6f\S  A 


groups  do  not  want  an  MMC 
reference,”  she  said. 

The  Gas  Consumers’  Coun- 
cil said  it  was  disappointed  by 
the  referral  but  that  there  was 
too  much  at  stake  for  either 
side  to  back  down.  Ian  Powe, 
council  director,  asked:  “Is  it 
in  the  public  interest  that  IB 
million  consumers  should  for- 
feit decades  cf  cheaper  gas  for 


Customers  win  ^^lcnl“,e”dofex' 

£4  but  workers 

warn  of  risks  as  £boS£f°£ 

Littlechild  gets 

tough  with  Grid  SMSTSh." 

change,  the  company  said  it 

PROPOSALS  to  cut  do-  would  respond  by  the  Octo- 

mestic  electricity  bills  ber 30 deadline.  = , , luc  uiuic  ««.««=  ....... 

by  £4  a year  were  unveiled  Analysts  were  divided  tulIQCi  DV  Lord  Sterling  cannot  afford  to 

yesterday  by  industry  regn-  over  the  likelihood  of  an  a|py  Rmmmor  rest  on  his  laurels.  P&O 

lator  Professor  Stephen  MMC  inquiry  which,  would  i ui  1 II I Iv3i  remains  a hotchpotch  of  in- 


r 

i 


P&O  Stena  Line  crossings, 
after  initial  costs  savings  are 
made  the  objective  will  be  to 
raise  passenger  yields.  It  is  a 
goal  it  ironically  shares  with 
Eurotunnel,  which  Lord  Ster- 
ling has  inelegantly  described 
as  having  been  “dumped  into 
the  ferry  market" 

Having  sorted  out  some  of 
the  more  acute  difficulties 
Lord  Sterling  cannot  afford  to 


Spottiswoode  — attack  on  Gas  for  personalising  issue 


holders,  less  resource  to  sus- 
tain the  system,  and  job  cuts. 
The  regulator  issued 


the  sake  of  short-term  value  revised  proposals  in  August 
for  two  million  shareholders?”  fbr  a five-year  price  control 


to  sus-  quality  of  the  gas  pipeline  sys- 
b cuts,  tern  or  maintain  services  and 
issued  service  standards  expected. 
August  Ms  Spottiswoode  said  that 
control  Ofgas,  responsible  for  draw- 
er cent  tag  up  the  terms  of  reference 


But  British  Gas’  chairman  until  2002,  with  a 20  per  cent  tog  up  the  terms  of  reference 
Richard  Giordano  said  he  was  one-off  price  reduction  in  the  for  the  MMC  inquiry,  ex- 
confident the  MMC  would  first  year  followed  by  price  pected  to  have  it  written  by 
back  BG.  It  was  to  the  inter-  cuts  of  2.5  percentage  points  October  14.  The  1993  inquiry 


Littlechild.  amid  warnings  follow  a reje 
that  his  plans  for  new  price  proposals  by  1 
controls  for  the  National  inquiry  wou 
Grid  will  cause  extensive  months,  runn 
job-shedding  and  risk  the  election  cm 
blackouts,  writes  Celia  Prof  Littlecl 
Weston.  did  not  antid_ 

With  the  City  divided  last  negotiations  with  the 
night  over  whether  the  company. 

Grid  will  reject  the  propos-  The  plans,  modified 
als  and  seek  a Monopolies  following  consultations 
and  Mergers  Commission  since  publication  of  his 
inquiry,  Tony  Cooper,  the  original  proposals  in 
general  secretary  of  the  En-  August,  were  a reasonable 
gineers’  and  Managers'  balance  between  the  inter- 
Assoclation.  warned  that  ests  of  customers  and 
800  jobs  would  go  from  a shareholders  and  provided 
workforce  already  cut  by  a realistic  framework 
nearly  half  to  3,400  since  within  which  the  National 
privatisation.  Grid  Company  could  plan 


follow  a rejection  of  the 
proposals  by  the  Grid.  An 
inquiry  would  last  six 
months,  running  through 

the  election  campaign.  _ _ . ^ 

Prof  Littlechild  said  he  Monopolies  Commission:  so 
did  not  anticipate  further  referral  was  inevitable. 


BRITISH  Gas  and  Clare 
Spottiswoode  at  Ofgas 
have  been  busting  for  a 
high  profile  punch-up  at  the 


But  this  is  not  just  the  con- 
tinuation of  a history  of  rocky 
relations  between  two  sides 
constantly  at  war  since  priva- 
tisation in  1986.  The  referral 
is  far  more  significant. 

It  has  put  utility  regulation 
into  a political  melting  pot 
which  will  bubble  away  up  to 
and  beyond  the  election.  All 
sides  have  one  eye  on  a likely 
Labour  victory  and  the  par- 
ty’s firm  commitment  to 


Warning  that  the  regula-  future  developments.  Prof  shake  up  the  watchdogs.  The 


back  BG.  It  was  to  the  inter-  cuts  of  2.5  percentage  points  October  14,  The  1993  inquiry 
ests  of  customers,  employees  below  inflation  in  each  of  the  cost  British  Gas,  which  must 
and  shareholders  that  unjus-  next  four  years.  Estimates  meet  the  costs,  about  £500,000. 
tifled  and  unworkable  propos-  suggest  this  would  cut  £28  a She  also  hoped  to  publish 
als  were  rejected.  year  off  the  average  house-  the  agreed  price  control  for 

He  warned,  however,  that  if  hold  gas  bill  from  next  April.  British  Gas  Trading  activities 


tor  had  not  taken  safety 
into  consideration,  Mr 
Cooper  said:  "If  there  Is  an- 


other storm,  or  terrorist  ac-  year  until  March  2001, 
tivity,  Britain  would  face  requires  a reduction  of  20 


littlechild  said.  atmosphere  is  fevered,  but  it 

The  revised  price  control,  will  get  more  so. 
to  operate  from  April  next  With  Northern  Ireland  Elec- 
year  until  March  2001,  tricity  already  referred  and  ar- 
requires  a reduction  of  20  guing  over  similar  issues  to 
per  cent  in  the  first  year  BG,  and  the  National  Grid  pos- 


the  MMC  upheld  Ofgas 's  price 
proposals  there  would  be  a di- 
minished reward  fbr  share- 


But  Mr  Rogerson  said  it  —pegging price  rises  at  5 per-  trol  for  the  Grid,  which 


would  not  allow  TransCo 
enough  revenue  to  sustain  the 


centage  points  below  inflation 
— next  Friday. 


blackouts."  Prof  Littlechild  per  cent  in  the  first  year  BG.  and  the  National  Grid  pos- 
said  his  four-year  price  con-  followed  by  a cut  of  four  sibly  on  its  way,  the  MMC-’s 
trol  for  the  Grid,  which  percentage  points  below  responsibility  is  onerous. 


runs  the  transmission  sys-  the  rate  of  inflation  in  each 
tern  in  England  and  Wales,  of  the  next  three  years. 


responsibility  is  onerous.  80  . 

So,  it  is  a shame  that  the  a8ainst  tht 
Commission's  fixture  is  also  C(®JuP™p 


te  rests  — ranging  from  house- 
building to  property  develop- 
ment — most  seeking  to  eke 
out  profits,  but  very  few  that 
are  impressive.  Of  what  is 
left  plainly  the  best  prospect 
is  P&O  Cruises,  which  unlike 
its  British  counterpart  Cun- 
ard,  has  invested  sufficiently 
well  to  be  a real  global  com- 
petitor. 

Lord  Sterling  may  be  temp- 
ted now  to  say  to  his  critics  *1 
told  you  so."  and  hang  onto 
the  tiller  until  he  is  forced  off. 
Far  more  dignified,  however, 
to  bail  out  on  a high  and  let  a 
new  management  give  P&O 
the  direction  it  so  badly  lost 


Global  sleaze 

THE  latest  Damascene 
conversion  of  the  World 
Bank  occured  this  week, 
with  president  James  Wolfen- 
sohn  calling  for  a crack-down 
against  the  global  '‘cancer  of 


The  combined 
operation  will 
have  assets 
in  excess  of 
£410  million 
apdweimllbe,, 
competing  with 
Eurotunnel  with 
£12  billion.  That 
is  what  this  is 
about. 

filt  isa  David 
and  Goliath 
battle,  if  you 
like,  but  history 
has  shown  us 
that  David  can 
win. 

The  enemy  is 
the  tunnel’ 

Lord  Sterling 


up  for  grabs  as  the  politicians 
grapple  with  what  to  do  about 
competition  policy.  The  result 
is  that  these  MMC  inquiries 


How,  though,  to  turn  the 
impressive- sounding  words 
into  concrete  action?  An  in- 
fluential pressure  group  on 


are  unusually  unpredictable  Transparen- 


; ' : v/v  V- 

■ : '?«  * mniAfy 
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and  highly  sensitive. 

It  will  not  be  surprising  if 
Richard  Giordano  at  British 
Gas  chooses  to  use  the  MMC 
to  exploit  this  instability  by 
arguing  for  wholesale  reform 
of  the  regulatory  system.  He 
can  make  a good  case  that  Ms 
Spottiswoode.  in  a system 
where  the  individual  regula- 
tor has  huge  discretionary 
power,  has  overreached  her- 
self But  it  may  not  wash. 

David  Jefferies  — chairman 
of  both  the  Grid  and  Northern 
Ireland  Electricity  — would 
presumably  make  similar  ar- 


cy  International,  has  given 
Mr  Wolfensohn  some  useful 
pointers. 

First  the  Bank  should  re- 
sist the  temptation  to  link 
anti-corruption  legal  and  po- 
litical reforms  to  debt  relief 
or  aid.  Partly  because  of  the 
tricky  international  politics 
involved,  but  mostly  because 
externally  imposed  solutions 
do  not  work. 

Almost  every  country  in 
the  world  already  has  laws 
against  bribery  — the  prob- 
lem is  that  many  people  sim- 
ply ignore  them.  You  cannot 


guments  The  risue  ofasset  ]efslftB^aD^  h M 
valuation,  and  the  regulators 

ripht  tn  thorn  ic  encourage  coalitions  of  pri- 


valuation,  and  the  regulators 
right  to  determine  them,  is 
just  one  link  between  all 
three  cases. 

Ms  Spottiswoode  and  Pro- 


vate  and  public  sector  against 
corruption.  In  particular, 
Transparency  International 
advocates  "integrity  pacts" 


•BE  55ft  “2S2L  B =TSds 


to  the  court  of  appeal  armed 
with  consumer-friendly  plans 


the  most  fertile  ground  for 
corruption.  The  idea  is  that 


to  cut  prices  at  unpopular 

companies  headed  by  unpopu-  Sf-PSS  th  JhSrfint 

lar  people  like  messrs  Gior-  JSSSLSSK 


Stormy  seas . . . smaller  operators  may  be  swamped  and  cheap  “booze  cruises’  could  disappear 


PHCTTOGHAPH:  MARTIN  AHGLES 


Channel  ferry  marriage  puts  minnows  in  deep  water 


tors  all  agree  to  a competition 
free  of  corruption.  Firms  are 
happy  not  to  bribe,  Transpar- 
ency reckons,  so  long  as  they 
know  their  competitors  aren’t 
bribing  either. 

There  is  also  a danger  of 
seeing  corruption  as  a devel- 
oping world  problem:  much  of 

the  money  which  is  used  to 

_ _ . buy  off  officials  to  the  Third 

P&O  pruning  World  comes  from  the  coffers 

of  western  companies.  Chair- 
FTEH  a great  deal  of  man  Peter  Eigen  says  be- 
nwvMinp.  T^irri  sterling  tween  5 and  10  per  cent  of 
spending  abroad  by  corpora- 
tions from  the  rich  North 
may  be  accounted  for  by  dubi- 


dano  and  Jefferies. 

But  can  the  MMC  — whose 
instincts  of  self-preservation 
are  as  strong  as  anyone’s  — 
lilt  itself  above  this  and  hand 
down  a straight-forward  adju- 
dication? The  betting  must  be 
that  it  cannot 


Lisa  Buckingham  and  Keith  Harper 
report  on  RAO’s  deal  with  Stena 


which  case  both  the  large  limited  cost  savings  and  an- 
operators  would  have  alysts  predicted  that  Lord 


welcomed  the  deal  if  it  ticularly  true  when  Euro-  me  3 Daiam» 

meant  a reduction  to  ferry  tunnel  decided  not  to  pay  sn£Sr  * . . . . , , 

capacity.  Interest  and  to  buy  its  way  Whatever  undertakmp  are  j nesia,  b 

The  company,  which  Is  into  the  market  by  -«i««hiwg  made  now  on  the  pricing  of  | im,  too. 
hammering  out  the  final  fares.” 

details  of  a £9  billion  debt  Shares  in  P&O  shot  up  by  ■ ■ 

fbr  equity  swap  with  its  another  lSttp  to  643>Ap  as 

banks,  needs  to  be  able  to  analysts  applauded  Lord  ■ ■ - ■ ■ " ■ ■ . 

raise  ticket  prices  if  it  is  to  Sterling’s  latest  deal  to  ex-  VlIVcHl  S6IIIBI 
have  a hope  of  servicing  its  tricaie  his  group  from  its 


M prodding,  Lord  Sterling 
finally  is  coming  to 
grips  with  P&O’s  difficulties. 

In  a matter  of  weeks,  he  has  ( may  be  accounted  for  by 
forged  a pair  of  joint  ventures  ous  pay-outs  to  officials. 
— one  with  Nedlloyd  the  | Ultimately  corruptiox 
other  with  Stena  Line  — 
which  go  some  way  to  clean- 
ing up  the  company’s  balance 
sheet 


A“ 
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ROUT  of  smaller  ferry 
operators  was  pre- 
dicted by  analysts  yes- 


I uiiHi  Ofauia  looked  round  to  mop  up 

I WIUI  their  smaller  rivals. 

Now,  analysts  suggest. 
The  new  P&O  Stena  line  operators  such  as  France’s 


will  have  about  40  per  cent 
of  the  market,  a slightly 


Sea  France  and  Sea  Con- 
tainers, which  runs  hover- 


terday  after  the  merger  by  smaller  share  than  Euro-  craft  on  the  route,  might 
P&O  and  Stena  of  their  tunnel,  and  expects  to  be  reconsider  whether  to  con- 


cross-Channel  businesses, 
the  market’s  two  largest.. 

It  was  .forecast  that  dis- 
cussions taking  place  be- 
tween P&O  and  Rritanny 
Ferries  to  cut  capacity  in 
the  western  Channel  would 
eventually  lead  to  a full- 
blown merger  controlled  by 
the  British  shipping  com- 
pany. 

“Many  of  the  small  oper- 
ators have  been  hanging  on 
by  the  skin  of  their  teeth,” 
said  Mark  McVicar  of  Nat- 
West  Markets.  “1  can’t  see 
how  they  will  be  able  to 
compete.” 


able  to  reduce  its  yearly  tinue.  This  is  unlikely  to 
costs  of  £280  million  by  happen  overnight. 


more  than  £75  million. 

Although  this  is  expected 
to  include  a reduction  in 


Sea  France,  fbr  instance, 
has  its  current  losses  un- 
derwritten by  the  French 


Sterling  would  eventually 
press  for  a full  merger. 

Eurotunnel,  the  Channel 
Tunnel  operator  whose  de- 
rision to  slash  Cares  precip- 
itated yesterday’s  merger, 

P&O 

Share  price,  p,  deferred 


Whatever  undertakings  are  j nesia,  but  in  Loudon  and  Ber- 


Ultimateiy  corruption  can 
probably  only  be  contained. 
But  even  that  requires  a dra- 
matic change  of  culture,  and 
not  just  in  Nigeria  and  Indo- 


*U‘m-  *■? 


capital. 

Only  if  excess  capacity  on 
the  Channel  disappears, 
and  ferries  start  to  run  fall. 


recent  City  doldrums. 

Within  the  past  few 
weeks.  Lord  Sterling  has 
overhauled  the  property  to 


Olivetti  sell-off 
to  raise  £520m 


capacity,  the  elimination  of  government  and  a decision 
bucket  feres  such  as  £1  to  withdraw  would  be  polifr- 


crossings  and  cheap  winter 
“booze  cruises”  as  well  as 
the  loss  of  about  1,000  jobs, 
analysts  say  financial  pres- 
sures on  smaller  operators 
will  remain  intense. 

It  Is  understood  that 
some  companies  have  con- 
tinued in  the  market  in  the 
hope  that  P&O  would  fell  to 
secure  a deal  with  Stena,  in 


icaL  while  Sally  Line  owns 
the  port  of  Ramsgate. 

Lord  Sterling  said  he 
thought  It  unlikely  that 
regulatory  authorities 
would  accept  another  part- , 
ner  in  the  P&O  Stena  merg- , 
er,  adding  that  pooling  l 
capacity  with  Brittany  Fer- 
ries was  “another  matter” . 
But  this  would  offer  only  1 


600 
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will  Eurotunnel  be  able  to  shipping  group’s  prospects 
charge  the  “premium”  fere  by  merging  its  container 
it  claims  its  fast  service  shipping  operations  with 
demands.  those  of  Holland’s  Nedlloyd 

Likening  the  merged  group  and  acquiring  total 
ferry  company  to  a David  control  of  North  Sea  Fer- 
competing  against  the  Eur-  lies. 


o tunnel  Goliath,  Lord  Ster- 
ling said:  "Once  the 


Both  P&O  and  Stena, 
whose  shares  also  rose 


Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 

OLIVETTI,  the  troubled 
Italian  technology 
group,  is  to  raise  up  to 
1.200  billion  lire  (£520  million) 


would  be  raised  through  the 
flotation  of  Lexikon  on  the 
New  York  stock  exchange 
towards  the  end  of  next  year. 

The  group  is  also  planning 
to  sell  an  8 per  cent  stake  to 
the  Omnitel  mobile  phone 
company,  which  is  regarded 


Apr  May  Jun  Jut  Aug  Sep  Oct 


£12  billion  Eurotunnel  was  strongly  yesterday,  said  the 
dumped  into  the  fury  mar-  new  venture,  which  will  op- 
ket  it  was  clear  that  there  erate  14  ships,  should  be 
would  have  to  be  rational-  "significantly  cash  gen- 
isations.  This  became  par-  eratlve”. 


within  two  years  through  dis-  as  Olivetti’s  most  promising 
posals  and  the  flotation  of  its  business. 


Lexikon  office  equipment 
business,  its  new  chief  execu- 
tive, Roberto  Colaninna  said 
yesterday . 

Speaking  to  financial  ana- 
lysts in  Milan,  Mr  Colaninno 


Mr  Colaninno  ruled  out  any 
attempt  to  raise  further  funds 
from  shareholders  who  in- 
jected 2^57  billion  lire  into 
the  group  earlier  this  year. 

When  asked  about  future 


DBS  Management  postpones  full  listing  as  director  resigns 


said  be  aimed  to  raise  profits,  he  said:  “T  have  not 
800  billion  lire  by  the  end  of  yet  established  the  plan  for 


this  year  by  selling  four 
businesses,  including  the  per- 


1997,  which  will  be  a year  of 
transition  . . . but  1998  will 


HdHRlHIItt 


the  Personal  Investment  Au- 
fhority,  the  watchdog  for  per- 
sonal finance  sales,  to  mvesti- 


in  -1992”  had  not  been 
substantiated. 

“In  relation  to  other  mat- 
ters raised  by  Mr  Stead, 


at  49Qp  a few  weeks  ago,  in-  countermand  any  of  our  trad- 
creasing  its  market  value  to  tog  statements,”  be  said. 

£36.9  million.  It  hoped  to  be-  DBS  is  the  managing  agent 
come  the  first  company  to  for  a network  of  X50Q  firms 
graduate  from  AIM  to  a full  which  specialise  to  providing 
listing,  with  the  transfer  orig-  financial  advice  to  private  in- 
Inally  scheduled  for  the  end  of  vestors.  Its  income  Is  gener- 


ys  management.  >*■ -"££££  SIMS 


advisers,,  shelved  plans  yes-  board  of  ^uteidiary  DBS 


terday  fer  a-fiill  listing  on  the 
k*odoa  Stock  Exchange,  after 
its  compliance  director 
resigned -at  the  board’s 
request-;,.  • - • 


Financial  Management. 

In  a statement  issued  yes- 
terday morning,  DBS  said  a 


certain  operational  proce- 
dures will  be  reviewed-  The 
board  has  also  refereed  these 
allegations  to  die  FLA,”  the 


tuiional  investors  account  for 
a further  20  per  cent  and  the 


sonal  computer  division  have  a positive  result”  The 
which  has  been  the  main  aim  was  to  bring  toe  company 


DBS  is  the  managing  agent  balance  rests  with  the  public, 
for  a network  of  X500  firms  hi  1993,  DBS  was  fine 
which  specialise  to  providing  £60,000  by  the  financial  Into 
financial  advice  to  private  in-  mediaries,  Managers  and  Br 


cause  of  the  group's 
misfortunes. 

hi  1993,  DBS  was  fined  Mr  Colaninno,  who  took 
£60,000  by  the  Financial  Inter-  over  as  chief  executive  last 
mediaries,  Managers  and  Bro-  month,  said  more  money 

kers  Regulatory  Association,  ' 

a City  regulator,  after  one  of  tourist  rates  — bank  sells 

S AiBtralls  l.flIBO  F,n.7J> 

nave  missold  a number  m Austria  ib.32  Germany  2.3270 
mortgage-linked  income  Belgium  47.B4  Greece  369 .00 

plans  to  elderly  investors.  Canada  2.oraQ  Hons  Kong  it. a 

At  close  of  trading  yester-  cyo™3  0 7085  ,ndia  55.80 

hJ  hkon  Denmark  8.9575  Ireland  0.9500 
day,  shares  m DBS  had  been  Rniand  7.07  Israel  4.9s 
marked  down  56p  at  42op. 


last  month. 


a ted  by  deductions  from  its 


Ken  Davy.  DBS  nb^irman  members’  commission  pay- 
nnd  a director  of  the  PIA  meats  on  the  sale  of  insur- 


leruay  iuw.U“*B.  — - j - nv  added.  I board,  described  the  incident 

tedted to bSRfdSSS  I SiS  listing  on  AIM  last  | as  ‘^ustrattog;',  butstod  the 


--  . quad's  July  at  I45p,  witn  a capuaus^- 

J^  toosjany,  which  is  cur-  to  conclude ^ that  Rfr  Stea 1*  7f0  Brail]ionL  DBS’s 

J^J^lonthe  Alternative  ’ most  senous  aUe^  soared,  peaking 

asked  regarding  a compliance  issue 


company  still  intended  to 
press  ahead  with  a Ml  listing 


anee  and  pension  policies. 

Around  30  per  cent  of  the 
company’s  stock  is  held  by  di- 
rectors and  its  members,  with 


in  due  course.  “This  does  not  I Davy  holding  20  per  cent  InstJ- 


Austraila  l.BIK)  France  7.85 
Austria  18.32  Germany  2.3270 


Canada  2.0780 
Cyprus  0.7085 


Greece  369.00 
Hong  Kong  11.® 
India  55.80 


Denmark  89575  Ireland  0.9500 
Finland  7.07  Israel  4.98 


to  a position  where  it  was  not 
eating  up  cash  to  1997. 

Olivetti  has  been  seeking  a 
buyer  for  the  PC  division  for 
some  years. 


Italy  2,333  Singapore  2.1570 

Malta  0.5490  South  Afrtca  6.85 

Netherlands  2.6130  Spain  195.00 
New  Zealand  2.1770  Sweden  1020 
Norway  SJ3  Switzerland  1 JO 

Portugal  238.00  Turkey  139.237 
Saudi  Arabia  5.83  USA  1.5295 


Supplied  Of  NarfWesJ  Bank  let  eluding  Indian  rupee  and  Itratui  shekel). 
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Apples 


The  Guardian  Friday  October  4 1996 


prove 
crunch 
for  Asda 


ALLAN  Leighton,  the 
new  chief  executive  of 
Asda  supermarkets 
(pictured  right  at  the  Roe- 
hampton  store),  main- 
tained the  populist  style  of 
his  predecessor.  Archie 
Norman,  yesterday  by  giv- 
ing away  apples  in  protest 
at  European  Union  rales. 

Asda’s  apples  campaign 
follows  Its  high-profile 
actions  against  the  Net 
Book  Agreement  and  on 
vitamin  and  medicine 
prices.  The  company  com- 
plains that  EU  rules  forbid 
the  sale  of  loose  apples  less 
than  55mm  (}nst  over  two 
inches)  in  diameter.  It  says 
many  English  Cox  apples 
are  smaller  than  that  bat 
are  ideal  for  children. 

Mr  Leighton  said:  “If  we 

cannot  sell  the  apples  we’ll 
happily  give  them  away  to 
children.”  Nearly  1*1  tonnes 
of  small  Cox  apples  have 
been  delivered  to  Asda 
stores.  On  Saturday  the 
first  1.000  children  at  each 
store  will  be  given  one  free. 
PHOTOGRAPH:  GARRY  WEASEB 
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PAUL  MURPHY  meets  a remnant  of  old  guard  with  little  good  to  say  for  new  regimen  I Under 


News  in  brief 


The  word  of  a gentleman 


starter’s  Financial  services 


orders  set  to  axe  more  jobs 


•••"'v.  *sS.  ' 


/ ■ Ts  a joke.  The  sys- 
■ H tern's  gone  to  rats  hit. 

SI  Were  we  not  better  off 

H lying  to  each  other 
while  looking  directly  into 
each  other's  eyes?** 

The  rhetorical  question 
comes  from  someone  quali- 
fied to  pose  it — a Qftysometb- 
ing  male  who,  in  his  30-odd 
years  working  in  the  Square 
Mile,  has  moved  from  the 
trading  coalface  to  senior  cor- 
porate finance  management. 
He  mourns  the  personal  disci- 
pline which  the  physical 
Stock  Exchange  dealing  floor 
demanded,  and  which  was 
swept  away  with  Big  Bang. 

In  his  time  (which  has  not 
yet  run  out,  quite),  the  man 
has  overseen  scores  of  fat-fee 
deals  which  have  meant  life 
or  death  to  dozens  of  stock 
market-listed  companies,  em- 
ploying thousands  of  people. 
He  has  personally  supervised 
the  stock  market  flotation  of 
maybe  50  firms.  Or  is  it  80?  He 
would  have  to  sit  down  for  a 
period  to  work  it  out  And  yet 
this  man  would  never  stand 
up  in  public  and  criticise  the 
London  stock  market 

It  has  been  and  remains  his 
lifeblood.  In  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, before  or  after  Big  Bang, 
no  one  speaks  out  of  turn. 

“It's  a shame  and  it’s  all  a : 
sham.  The  public  got  shafted *  1 
at  Big  Bang.  Everything  was 
supposed  to  make  it  cheaper 
and  safer  for  the  small  player, 
the  private  investor.  But  it 
didn’t  happen;  just  the  insti- 
tutions benefited.” 

This  broker/ dealer-cum- 
City- worthy  is  referring  spe- 
cifically to  one  of  the  key 
reforms  which  Big  Bang 
brought  to  the  City  a decade 
ago:  the  abolition  of  mini- 
mum commissions. 

“In  truth  the  old  system  ac- 
tually subsidised  the  individ- 
ual who  fancied  a punt  on  a 
stock,”  he  says,  "For  his  15 
quid  he  would  get  the  best  in- 
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BIG  BANG 

10  years  on 


vestment  advice  his  broker 
could  offer.  And  if  it  wasn’t 
really  economical  for  the  bro- 
ker to  talk  to  this  particular 
client,  it  didn’t  matter  be- 
cause he  would  make  his 
money  up  with  toe  institu- 
tions. There  was  a process  of 
redistribution  going  on,  if  you 
like,  and  it  worked.” 

His  words  are  backed  up  by 
statistics,  which  show  that  de- 
spite all  the  1960s  hyperbole 
of  toe  share-owning  property- 
owning  democracy,  toe  public 
is  more  leery  of  holding  a 
stock  portfolio  than  ever. 

It  brings  him  to  his  pet 
gripe  — unnecessary  costs.  “I 
could  witter  on  about  trans- 
parency and  dual  capacity 
[where  big  investment  banks 
buy  and  sell  shares  as  well  as 
advising  their  clients  what 
should  be  bought  and  soldi 
and  how  any  sophisticated 
user  of  the  market  knows  the 
system  doesn't  work  [fund 
managers,  distrust  the  system 
of  analysts  recommending 


stocks,  brokers  selling  the 
story  and  market  makers 
transacting  the  deal  — all  at  a 
one-stop  shop]  but  the  bureau- 
cracy which  we  have  inher- 
ited on  toe  back  of  Big  Bang  is 
criminaL” 

He  counts  np  the  regula- 
tors, the  various  City  watch- 
dogs and  market  authorities, 
that  his  firm,  and  he  himself, 
are  responsible  to  and  he  is 
close  to  hitting  10  fingers 
without  drawing  breath. 

“The  regulators  want  to  box 
us  in  like  some  bit  of  danger- 
ous machinery,  rather  than 
excepting  accepting  that  we 
are  a creative  force  which 
helps  this  country  — - and 
many  other  countries  — tick.  | 
And  the  press  does  not  help, 
geeing  toe  regulators  up.” 

The  costs  come  from  City 
firms  having  to  comply  with 
the  ever-expanding  City  rule- 
books,  the  lawyers  who 
swamp  every  deal,  "the  joke 
disclaimers  attached  to  every 
sentence  which  defy  gram- 
mar and  defy  common  sense”. 

He  says;  “It  is  dreadful 
stuff.  I cannot  explain  to  you 
the  naivety  of  some  of  the 
people  I have  had  to  deal  with 
at  the  Stock  Exchange,  at  the 
Securities  and  Futures  Au- 
thority, and  at  other 
regulators." 

"The  world  you  and  I live 
I in  is  very  different  to  toe 
world  toe  authorities  live  in.  1 
do  not  mind  the  Quotations 
Department  [the  Stock  Ex- 
change body  which  super- 
vises fully-listed  deals]  be- 
cause you  are  dealing  on  a 
level,  well-trod  field-  And  the 
Takeover  Panel  are  best  of  all. 
But  is  it  any  coincidence  that 
those  two  bodies  pre-dated 
Big  Bang? 

"So  much  of  what  the  regu- 
lators piss  about  with  now 
was  solved  internally  In  the 
past  There  was  no  gratuitous 
waste  of  public  money.  Cer- 
tain behaviour  was  unaccept- 
able, and  that  was  it  Some 


Patrick  Donovan 
City  Editor 
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Exchange. . . not  waving  but  closing  photograph;  sean  dempsey 


people  had  a seat  reserved  for 
them  on  toe  23rd  floor  [of  toe 
Stock  Exchange  tower].  ‘A 
word  in  your  shell-like.’  and 
it  was  sorted. 

“Now  they  are  Just  trying  to 
make  a federal  case  out  of 
everything  that  happens,  and 
yet  toe  major  scams  — they  | 
never  get  hold  of  them.” 


For  this  financier,  the  mar- 
ket rogues  have  been  always 
been  there  and  will  never  be 
exorcised,  and  he  firmly  be- 
lieves that  it  is  pointless 
trying. 

"We  are  no  better  off”  he 
insists.  “Things  were  chang- 
ing in  any  case.  Big  Bang 
simply  crystal ised  it  alL” 


THE  financial  markets 
look  set  for  their  biggest 
shake-up  since  the  1988 
"Big  Bang”  after  the  Stock 
Exchange  yesterday  an- 
nounced plans  to  go  ahead 
with  order-driven  trading 
after  more  than  ninp  months 
of  consultation  with  brokers 
across  toe  City. 

The  decision  was  taken  de- 
spite City  concern  over  the 
details  of  stamp  duty  tax  ex- 
emption for  dealings  in  larger 
trades  which  has  yet  to  be  fi- 
nalised by  toe  Treasury.  An 
announcement  is  expected 
over  toe  next  two  weeks. 

But  chief  executive  Gavin 
Casey  insisted  that  tax  uncer- 
tainties would  not  affect  toe 
running  of  toe  system  which 
will  usher  in  the  electronic 
trading  in  FTSE-100  stocks, 
whereby  deals  are  posted  on 
electronic  bulletin  boards. 
This  will  replace  toe  current 
system  of  trading  in  which 
market  makers  post  prices  at 
which  they  are  prepared  to 
buy  or  sell  shares. 

Mr  Casey  declined  to  put  a 
firm  date  on  toe  start-up  of 
the  system  which  will  match 
the  City  with  share  trading 
systems  in  most  markets 
around  the  world  and  make 
London  much  more  competi- 
tive. The  current  market- 
making system  will  continue 
to  be  used  for  London-traded 
shares  outside  the  FTSE-100 
index. 

Within  the  new  system, 
there  will  be  provision  for 
dealers  to  carry  out  big 
“block  deals"  without  being 
hampered  by  the  immediate 
obligation  to  make  the  trans- 
action public. 

The  move  ends  a turbulent 
period  for  the  Exchange 
which  earlier  this  year  saw 
the  dismissal  of  chief  execu- 
tive Michael  Lawrence. 


MORE  jobs  are  set  to  join  the  thousands  already  lost  in  finan- 
cial services  as  life  assurers.  insurance  companies  and  building' 
societies  struggle  to  stay  profitable,  a survey  shows  today. 

During  toe  past  three  months,  employment  across  the  fin  an-  ' 
cial-services  industry  has  dropped  at  its  fastest  rate  since 
December.  Only  securities  traders,  fund  managers  and  finance  . 
houses  took  on  staff  during  the  third  quarter  of  1996,  and 
employment  generally  is  expected  to  fall  more  slowly  during 
the  next  three  months. 

The  survey,  by  the  CB1  and  accountants  Coopers  & Ly  brand, 
shows  that  optimism  among  financial  services  firms  rose 
sharply  for  the  third  quarter  running.  However,  the  recession- 
ary effects  continue  to  linger,  with  business — although  in- 
creasing — still  below  normal. 

Sudhir  Junankar,  of  theCBL  said:  “This  recovery  seems  tube 
from  a low  base ...  but  the  bounce-back  in  profits  is  becoming  ' 
firmly  established  as  firms  continue  to  control  costs  by  cutting  ' 
jobs.”  — Dan  Atkinson 
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BT  pre-empts  Oftel  action 


OFTEL  yesterday  withdrew  toe  threat  offorraal  action  against  ' 
British  Telecom  after  toe  group  modified  proposed  prices  tor 
ISDN2,  its  high  speed  digital  service  for  residential  customers . 
and  small  businesses.  Oftel’s  director  general  Don  CruicksbaniL 
said  the  new  prices  removed  anti-competitive  elements  andin^" 
eluded  worthwhile  price  cuts.  — Nicholas  Bannister 
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3,000 jobs  at  Bolton’s  leisure 


MORE  than  3,000 jobs  could  be  created  at  a £150  million  leisure 
and  sports  complex  in  Bolton.  Lancashire.  The  Middlebrodk  ' 
Development  at  Horwich  will  include  a 25.00ttseat  stadium  for . 

Bolton  Wanderers  FC,  a sports  village  complex  and  retail  and 

leisure  parks.  — Martyn  Halsall 
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Sony  turns  to  veteran 
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VETERAN  Hollywood  executive  Jim  Calley  yesterday  emerad 

as  the  great  white  hope  for  Sony’s  troubled  film  studio,  which  is 

trying  to  replace  Alan  Levine  who  resigned  as  president  The 
Japanese  conglomerate  is  negotiating  with  Mr  Calley,  president 

of  MOM'S  United  Artists  unit  for  a “senior  position". 

Should  he  take  Mr  Levine’s  job.  Mr  Calley  has  to  restore  morale 
ata  studio  buffeted  by  an  exodus  of  executives  and  box  office  flops, 
such  as  The  Cable  Guy,  for  which  Jim  Carrey  received  $20  million 
(£133  million).  — Mark  Tran  in  New  York 
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Clarke  frets  away 
at  the ‘group  hug’ 


Virgin  seeks 
to  build 
air  network 
in  Africa 


Littlewoods  ‘not  to  float’ 
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Roger  Cove 


Richard  Thomas 
in  Washington  is 
worried  about 
the  Chancellor 


ONE  finance  minister  at- 
tending the  endless 
round  of  meetings  of 
toe  G7,  GiO,  World  Bank  and 
IMF  this  week  barked  at  his 
officials:  “Why  can't  I have 
speaking  notes  as  good  as 
those  Kenneth  Clarke  gets?” 

When  the  chastised  advi- 
sers turned  up  at  toe  British 
delegation's  offices  for  some 
hints,  a mandarin  explained.- 
“We’d  be  happy  to  help,  but 
toe  thing  is  he  never  reads  his 
speaking  notes.” 

This  is  quintessential 
Clarke  — a broad-brush  oper- 
ator who  learns  what  he 
needs  to  get  his  way,  and 
nothing  more.  Ask  about  IMF 
structural  adjustment  pro- 
grammes and  his  eyes  begin 
to  glaze  over. 

But  the  Chancellor  loves  ca- 
joling others  to  his  point  of 
view  and  has  become  a minor 
hero  of  toe  non-governmental 
organisations  after  pushing 
through  the  third-world  debt 
plan. 

Unfortunately,  helping  the 
world’s  poor  does  not  win 
brownie  points  with  bis  Tory 
backbench  enemies.  Mr 
Clarke  has  been  forced  to  give  , 
dead-of-night  interviews  ; 
about  tax  and  monetary 
union  to  the  BBC’s  Today  pro- , 


gramme,  ruining  his  plans  to  I 
hear  the  Charlie  Byrd  trio  at  i 
his  favourite  Washington  jazz 
club.  Blues  Alley. 

Still,  there  has  been  a dif- 
ferent kind  of  therapy  for  Mr 
Clarke.  Holding  a nation’s 
purse  strings  is  a lonely  task. 
Spending  ministers  hate  you 
for  refusing  to  fund  their  pet 
scheme;  everyone  else  hates 
you  for  not  cutting  taxes 
more.  So  when  toe  West’s  fi- 
nance ministers  get  together, 
it  is  in  part  a mutual  affirma- 
| tion  session,  a group  hug  for 
I fiscal  consolidators. 

But  even  as  he  enjoys  a few 
drinks  on  the  embassy  ter- 
j race,  there  are  a couple  of 
warning  signs  from  the  Chan- 
cellor that  all  is  not  welL 


Financial  staff 


First,  it  is  an  old  truth 
that  when  politicians 
start  to  see  their  interna- 
tional work  as  more  impor- 1 
tant  than  domestic  politics.  I 
the  game  will  soon  be  up.  Mr ' 
Clarke  is  not  there  yet  but  he 
already  sees  a contrast  be- 
tween the  potential  for  effect- 
ing change  on  a global  scale 
and  the  pettiness  of  British 
politics.  . . 

Even  more  disturbing  is  the 
Chancellor’s  constant  fretting 
about  his  treatment  by  right- 
wing  commentators,  who 
think  his  pro-European  cre- 
dentials and  refusal  to  dole 
out  tax  cuts  will  ensure  vic- 
tory for  Tony  Blair.  When  a 
thick-skinned  Tory  Chancel- 
lor complains  so  loudly  and 
often  about  the  Tory  press, 
there  is  dearly  trouble  ahead. 


RICHARD  Branson  wants 
to  forge  a low-cost  pan- 
African  air  network  to  link 
with  his  new  Virgin  airline 
route  to  South  Africa. 

Speaking  after  the  inaugu- 
ral flight  of  Virgin  Atlantic’s 
service  between  London  and 
Johannesburg,  he  said  he 
now  wanted  to  buy  Sun  Air. 
the  South  African  state- 

owned  airline,  and  saw  it  as 

the  base  for  a continent-wide 
network  on  the  model  of  his 
new  Virgin  Express  short- 
haul  airline  in  Europe. 

Mr  Branson  said  he  was  in- 
terested in  Sun  Air  if  the 
South  African  government’s 
plans  to  privatise  the  airline 
went  ahead  in  March.  “It  de- 
pends what  toe  price  is  but 
yes.  we  would  like  to  look  at 
buying  Sun  Air.”  he  told  a 
news  conference-  “We  get  on  ' 
well  with  the  people  who  run 
it . . . and  I think  it  can  be  de- 
veloped as  a force  in  Africa.’’ 

Last  month  Virgin  an- 
nounced a new  code -sharing 
pact  with  Sun  Air,  which  cur- 
rently flies  between  Johan- 
nesburg. Durban  and  Cape 
Town  using  a fleet  of  two 
Boeing  727s  and  five  McDon- 
nell Douglas  DCSs. 

A spokesman  said  that  Vir- 
gin would  be  speaking  to 
South  Africa’s  Transport 
Minister.  Mac  Maharaj,  in 
more  detail  about  toe  plan. 
Virgin  believes  Sun  Air  cur- 
rently makes  a profit  of  about 
£4  million  a year. 


JAMES  Ross,  the  new 
chairman  of  the 
Littlewoods  retail  and 
1 betting  group,  yesterday  dis- 
missed speculation  that  the 
family-owned  business  was 
i heading  for  toe  stock  market 
Announcing  substantially 
lower  profits,  as  toe  group 
broke  new  ground  by  publish- 
ing half-year  results  for  toe 
first  time.  Mr  Ross  said:  “We 
are  trying  to  market  toe  com- 
pany to  all  our  stakeholders, 
not  just  shareholders.  This  is 
not  in  preparation  for  becom- 
ing a quoted  company.  Flota- 


tion is  not  on  the  agenda  — 
indefinitely.” 

Last  year  the  dispersed 
Moores  family  shareholders 
rejected  bid  approaches  and 
set  up  a new  shareholder 
council.  Mr  Ross  replaced 
Leonard  van  Geest 
Just  four  months  into  the 
job,  Mr  Ross  claimed 
Littlewoods  had  enormous  po- 
tential which  had  not  been 
realised  in  the  recent  past 
“It  has  underperformed  for  | 
I the  best  part  of  a decade.”  he  , 
! said.  “But  toe  group  has  some 
strong  brand  names  and  we 
are  taking  radical  action  to 
improve  performance." 

He  warned  that  some  of  the 


group’s  businesses  might  be 
sold  or  merged  as  the  result  of 
a strategic  review. 

Yesterday's  figures  showed 
some  improvement  in  retail 
sales  and  a recovery  in  profits 
at  the  pools  operation  despite 
turnover  continuing  to  be  hit 
by  the  National  Lottery.  Mr  | 
Ross  said  toe  new  Index  Extra 
home  shopping  operation  had  ' 
been  extremely  successful 

The  result  was  higher  oper- 
ating profits  for  the  half-year 
to  June,  up  from  £6  million  to 
£14  million,  but  an  additional 
exceptional  profit  last  year 
meant  the  pretax  result  was 
£4  million  down  at 
£12.5  million. 
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Clothing  retailers  counter  sweatshop  claims 


this  classic  navy  travel  bag  branded  with  the 

*®  “wfoicted  from  a water  reslatmt,  durable  PVC 
71,0  notable  features  include  a heavy 
duty  shoulder  strap,  carry  handle 
and  doaMe  ended  zipper  cnapartments. 
(60x30x25cm) 


Roger  Cowe 


TWO  prominent  clothing 
retailers  yesterday  hit 


I retailers  yesterday  hit 
back  at  claims  of  sweatshop 
conditions  in  their  British 
factories  by  detailing 
checks  they  make  to  ensure 
fair  practice. 

C&A  said  it  had  called  its 
inspectors  in  to  two  suppli- 
ers in  Birmingham,  and 
had  warned  them  about 
safety  risks  such  as  locked 
fire  doors  and  overcrowded 
factories. 

It  rejected  claims  that 
some  workers  were  paid 
less  than  £2  an  hour. 

Marks  & Spencer,  Brit- 
ain's biggest  clothing 
chain,  said  It  was  “confi- 
dent bat  not  complacent” 
that  its  suppliers  met  high 


standards.  But  the  com- 
pany is  reviewing  the  code 
of  conduct  suppliers  are 
required  to  sign. 

Peter  Booth,  national  tex- 
tiles officer  for  the  Trans- 
port and  General  Workers' 
Union,  said  it  was  a mis- 
take to  focus  solely  on  de- 
I veto  ping  countries  when 
dealing  with  sweatshop 
1 conditions. 

“We  have  always  said  it 
is  a worldwide  problem,  i 
1 and  that  applies  even  to 
child  labour.  The  need  for 
codes  of  conduct,  with  inde-  j 
pendent  monitoring,  is  as  I 
great  in  the  UK  as  it  is  In  1 
the  Philippines  or  Sri 
Lanka,”  he  said. 

Retailers  have  come 
under  increasing  pressure 
from  campaigners  such  as 
Oxfam  and  Christian  Aid  to 


take  responsibility  for 
working  conditions  in 
Third  World  factories. 

A C&A  spokesman  said 
the  company  had  set  up  a 
new  code  of  conduct  in  May 
and  had  established  an  au- 
diting operation. 

“We  want  to  improve 
conditions  in  factories 
wherever  we  do  business, 
subcontractors  as  well  as 
our  main  suppliers,  and  for 
everybody  in  the  factory, 
not  just  those  working  on 
C&A  products,”  he  said. 

He  called  on  government 
agencies  to  help  enforce- 
ment, saying:  “We  can’t  be 
the  judge,  jury  and  police. 
We  need  local  authorities 
and-  the  health  and  safety 
inspectorate  to  ensure  that 
conditions  are  satisfac- 
tory” 
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Chris  Hawkins 


Frankie  dettorl  so 

often  the  hero,  was 
nearly  the  villain  in 
yesterday's  Middle 
Paris  Stakes  at  Newmarket, 
although  all  ended  well  as  he 
snatched  a thrilling  victory 
on  the  favourite  Bahamian 
Bounty. 

With  two  furkmga  to  run 
Dettori's  mount  was  on  the 
rails  all  dressed  up  with  no- 
where to  go,  but  miraculously 
a gap  appeared  at  just  the 
right  time. 

Bahamian  Bounty  res- 
ponded immediately  and 
showed  an  impressive  turn  of 
foot,  although  the  head  mar- 
gin over  Muchea,  with  in 
Command  a length  away 
third,  may  not  read  like  a po- 
tential .Classic  winning 
performance. 

For  once,  however,  the 
bookmakers  could  have  erred 
on  the  side  of  generosity  and 
the  25-1  being  offered  by  Coral 
fbr  the  2,000  Guineas  looks 
reasonable  value. 

We  should  know  more 
about  that  after  the  Dewhurst 
Stakes  in  two  weeks’  time  If 
David  Loder,  the  trainer,  gets 
his  way. 

‘Td  like  him  to  run  in  the 
Dewhurst,"  said  Loder.  “I 
think  seven  furlongs  will  suit 
him  more  than  six.  He’s  had  a 
break  and  is  a fresh  horse.” 


Maktoum  A1  Maktoum 
who  purchased  the  colt  from 
the  previous  owners,  the  Lu- 
cayan  Stud,  a couple  of  days 
ago  for  £1  million,  will  no 
doubt  have  the  Anal  say  about 
the  Dewhurst,  but  another 
race  for  the  colt  would  cer- 
tainly help  to  establish  his 
true  merit. 

Dettori  thinks  a lot  of  him: 
"Two  furlongs  out  I thought 
I'd  made  a mess  and  was  very 
worried.  But  this  horse  has  a 
high  cruising  speed  and  a 
super  kick  so  he  got  me  out  of 
trouble.  The  only  thing  was 
he  Idled  when  be  hit  the 
front" 

Bahamian  Bounty  is  a 
strong,  handsome  colt  by 
champion  sprinter  rarip^uT 
Gene  re  ux,  whose  progeny 
tend  to  stay  better  than  he 
did,  and  his  form  is  not  for 
behind  the  best 

He  beat  Zamindar  and  Pas 
de  Reponse  in  the  Prix  Moray 
at  Deauville  and  it  is  probably 
safe  to  say  that  he  is  more 
than  a length  superior  to  In 
Command,  who  was  three  and 
a half  lengths  behind  the 
Guineas  favourite  Bahhare  in 
the  Ch&mpagne  Stakes  at 
Doncaster. 

Dettori  is,  of  course,  the 
man  of  the  moment  and  his 
ride  in  Sunday’s  Prix  de  l’Arc 
de  Triomphe  was  yesterday 
confirmed  as  the  Ascot  Gold 
Cup  winner  Classic  Cliche, 
who  pleased  connections  in  a 


Dettori  to  ride  in  Hong  Kong 

CRANKSE  DETTORI  has 
I been  offered  a contract 


to . ride  in  Hang  Kong  this 
winter.  Four  years  ago  his 
application  to  ride  there 
was  turned  down  soon  after 
he  received  a police  caution 
for  possession  of  cocaine. 

“Final  arrangements 
have  still  to  be  made,  but  of 
course  I'm  delighted  at  the 
prospect  and  very  proud 
that  they  have  asked  me  to 
go,'*  said  Dettori. 

He  bears  no  grudge  over 


the  denial  of  his  1992  appli- 
cation. "They  never  gave  a 
reason  why  they  turned  me 
down.  They  didn't  have  to." 
he  said.  *1  was  only  21 
when  that  happened  and 
very  young.  I had  rather 
lost  my  way  at  the  time." 

Dettori  is  set  for  a busy 
winter.  He  competes  in  a 
jockeys’  tournament  in 
Japan  in  November  prior  to 
his  stint  in  Hong  Kong  then 
will  make  riding  trips  to 
South  Africa  and  Australia. 


morning  work-out  “He  was 
much  brighter  than  at  the 
weekend  and  will  run  in  the 
Arc  provided  there  is  no  ad- 
verse reaction  to  his  work," 
said  Simon  Crisford,  Godol- 
phin's  racing  manager. 

“He's  never  raced  on  soft 
ground,  but  we  wouldn't  be 
worried  by  good  to  soft  At 
least  that  would  bring  his 
stamina  into  play  and  might 
stop  some  of  the  others." 

The  ground  at  Longchamp 
is  Baft  at  the  moment,  al- 
though conditions  have  dried 
out  a little.  However,  it  looks 
as  if  there  will  be  plenty  of 
rain  about  this  weekend  on 
both  sides  of  the  Channel. 

As  well  as  Classic  Cliche, 
Sheikh  Mohammed  is  likely 
to  be  represented  by  Tamure, 
who  will  now  be  ridden  by 
Freddie  Head,  and  the  Andre 
Fabre-trained  Swain,  the 
mount  of  Thierry  Jarnet 

Asked  which  of  the  three  he 
preferred,  he  commented:  “If 
he'd  had  a clear  run  I would 
have  gone  with  Classic  Cli- 
che, but  now  I have  to  think 
that  Swain  is  the  one." 

Classic  Cliche  is  a top- 
priced  9-1  with  Coral,  who 
make  Swain  5-1  second  best 
behind  Helissio,  the  11-4 
favourite. 

Olivier  Peslier  partnered 
Helissio  in  a gallop  at  Chan- 
tilly yesterday  and  was 
pleased  with  the  way  he  went 
He  says  the  colt,  who  boiled 
over  when  beaten  for  the  first 
time  in  the  French  Derby,  is 
much  more  relaxed  now. 

Yeast  gave  an  Arc  boost  to 
Shaamit  when  ploughing  vir- 
tually a lone  furrow  down  the 
middle  to  win  the  Joel  Stakes. 

"He  worked  over  a mile 
with  Shaamit  and  Missile  last 
Saturday  and  finished  third.” 
explained  Willie  Haggas.  his 
trainer.  Missile  is  now  6-1 
favourite  for  tomorrow's 
Cambridgeshire  and  Shaamit 
a 10-1  chance  for  the  Arc. 

"But  I know  Shaamit’s  got 
no  chance  — none  of  you 
press  boys  fancy  him,  do 
you,"  said  Haggas 
mischievously. 


Park  drive . . . Frankie  Dettori  powers  home  on  Bahamian  Bounty  in  the  Middle  Park  Stakes  photograph  frank  baron 


Grape 

looks 

form 

pick 


Ron  Cox 


GRAPESHOT.  one  of  21 
two-year-olds  left  in 
next  month's  Dewhurst 
Stakes  at  the  latest  forfeit 
stage,  can  book  his  ticket  for 
the  major  juvenile  test  with 

victory  in  today's  Somerville 
Tattersall  Stakes  at 
Newmarket 

Both  races  are  run  over 
seven  furlongs,  a distance 
which  looks  the  minimum 
requirement  for  Grapeshot, 
who  was  beaten  for  finishing 
speed  when  third  behind  Pu- 
tra  and  Sahm  in  the  Cham- 
pagne Stakes  at  Goodwood. 

Moved  up  a place  on  the  dis- 
qualification Of  Sahm,  Luca 
Cumani’s  colt  looks  the  form 
choice  here  both  on  his  Good- 
wood  run  and  a previous  de- 
feat of  the  useful  Bahamian. 
Bounty  over  the  July  Course. 

Falak,  who  made  all  the 
running  to  upset  the  odds  laid 
on  Captain  Collins  at  Kemp- 
ton,  had  his  claims  boosted  by 
the  prominent  showing  of 
third-placed  Mukaddar  at 
Newmarket  on  Tuesday. 

He  looks  sure  to  go  well  and 
there  is  plenty  of  improve- 
ment in  last  week's  easy 
Goodwood  winner  Bachelors 
Pad.  But  Grapeshot  (3.40)  is 
the  one  to  beat 
The  Dewhurst  acceptors 
provide  a strong  {winter  to 
the  chance  of  Wind  Cheetah 
(1.20)  at  LingfieltL  Michael 
Stoute's  well-regarded  colt  is 
still  in  the  Group  One  feature, 
and  although  he  could  only 
finish  sixth  at  York  on  his 
debut  he  should  be  able  to  get 
off  the  mark  in  this  maiden 
company. 

• Willie  Carson  has  been 
released  from  hospital  less 
than  a fortnight  after  his 
frightening  accident  at  New- 
bury where  be  was  kicked  by 
his  intended  mount  Meshhed. 
He  was  only  transferred  from 
the  intensive  care  unit  last 
Saturday,  having  been 
treated  for  injuries  to  his 
liver  and  ribs  plus 
pneumonia. 
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Lingfieid  runners  and  riders 


1JO  W1MD  CHSTAH  (nap) 
1J0MIK 

3L30  Pcltta  Dacmau  (nb) 
2J6  Lafti 


14iHaart 
4UM  Mldaltantlo 
4JLS  Barioa 
5.05  Agunfl 


Going:  Goad  (good  ts  Am  lo  ptacaSL  * Davtaa  IBten. 

m ~i~  •-  rr  - i n • -tiIitih-  - 

FlMemi  te>twetea««fhrhwwB4wmi 9 daiede  doji  ateog  hdoiif  radian. 

1 .20  DBF  SLKPMQ  PAHTMER  HAIDOI  STAKES  (HV  I)  ZVO  04  C3LS71 


HAPPY  P Welwyn  VQ  .. 


1 
2 
a 
4 
8 
8 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
19 

TOP  FOBM  TJP»!  Wed  Cheetah  8,  h|wd  8 
1 90Si  Nonmglai  Btae  9 O J Tldw  6-4  (A  Jwyte)  1 1 nw 


J Canada 

-OUrHwal 


SO  LAJATTA(IO)  L cmnanl  VO  

65  P1ETKO  BUBO  (0)  M Prescott  VO Q DudMd  5 

M iAiT—U8ro(40)l  BlUHiB  VO ■ertte  Dwyer  (8)  8 

04  WATKWUE BOY (10) n Hannon  VO DPwtam7 

■MAHADOI W Haggas  VO FIywc9(0)t 

£ WHO  CWXTAH  (29)  M StHite  VO B Doyle  IS 

40  WIHAWU.(21)HCaniylM> L James  (7)  3 

FMlWABDMUSMriL  Jawed  B-a J.ptda  IBnirad  (5)  4 

60  IHJAZAAT (27)  (BF) IV Hem  8-8  — T9pmka10* 

SSSLVBtSAMDS  (34)  T McGovern  8-0 J FEgw  11 

DO  WH4.D0NEI10) M Bell 8-4 MPWmawt 


7-4  Wind  CheeBh  11-2  Happy.  mtaaaL  VI  8fiw  Sarah,  Wild  Hadeor.  VI  PMro  Barnba.  1V1 
WHO  Hadeer . dniwnrile  Boy.  20-1  Wnn  A WH  12  nui 


1.50  D4TCHU1tQMAIDrai8TAKES2rOalC3,713 


3 

4 
6 
8 

7 

8 

9 

10 


64  DON  SEBASTIAN  (131)  Wfeggae  VO 
425DES  HAHaOVn8QOAME(1B)R  HsnmaVI 
00  UTTUSTONE  ROCKET  (88)  WMab  VO 
2K4  MYRWDOII  C15)(BF)J  DuilopVO 


2fl  COPPEHBKfiCHflOT)  PChappJa-Hyam  M 

DO  MVRBJJ4(10)WMulrM  

HAJAT  H ThonHon  Jones  8-8 


110 
lOWaGB 
-DKantaoa  1 
-TSpmkeA 
-R  Marin  (3)  • 
.JFMwt 


2 HEAKT THROB  (17)  WHoggea  0-8  . 

4234  NOMLEA  (10)  C Brittain  VS 

22*600  SWIFT  REFUSAL(IO)  II  Haynes  6-6 


— 0 Carter* 
-Flow*  (3)3 


RDwyta7 

r* 


8,  GynaMan  7,  Kewtltaeba 
1 0BSi  Aagaar  ■ O ■ Robwte  0-4  (A  StawarQ  18  ran 

BaUagi  VI  Myrmidon.  7-2  Hangover  Square.  Vi  Hoad  Tbrot).  V2  Kopelee.  VI  Halm.  VI  Don  SaSOSttan, 
ivi  Copperaeedi.  10  warn. 


2-20  BmPWMBLT  CT  AEBMT  millUUITMD  3MIMP5TAK39gTPBf  C2JMI1 

DO  DtSHMCnVE DREAM (30) KMlty  V7 CSeaRylS 


1 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

a 

o 

10 

11 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 


33050  AfldOMADO  (8*)  RJoteBOn  Hoagfnon  9-3 


111* 


0035!  raVEH QOLP CHARQER (7) T (taughlon 9-3 SI 

316140  MAST9BSTBOK£(gO)  (iW  B Map  ban  V3 _HHnMw» 

030415  CaaHUMBGHJaME3(B)(D)B  Meehan  VI HTaMaania 

00  TK  fi  OKM3DOHE  (9)  n Jarvil  V13  J Canal  B 

00  TULSA mBQubDyVn ICkrtlt 


60)323  PETITE  DANSEUSE  (14Q  (BF)  S Dow  V12 

150  8ILVEB  LBMO  (49)  A Jones  V1 1 

420165  DOWRY  (7)  (CD)  (BQ  R htanann  VW  

310(0  CASPIAN  MOM  (7)  (CO)  A Js-vtaVO  

JO  COLEMAN  D Morris  8-8 


‘Bely  (6)10 


JDaoaOlHBO 
rrnif  ■ iff  - 


N Day  17 

0 LOCMKVAft  (109)  J lioora  V7 JFEgnll 


DO  UFffE  A R0AR(19)C  Dwyer  6-G 
WTTTCY  LA  BOOK  J Moore  8-6  . 
3560  JIU.Y  WOO  (IS)  D Etnmrth  6-4 


-O  Mad  16* 
Jt  Adaaa) 


645400  STRAPS  QUEST  (14)  DArtUtfinot  8-4 

503803  RUSSIAN  SABLE  (7)  (C)  M Channon  V2 

105404  MHUR RISOTTO (7)(D) □ fhendl DavB 7-12 


B Doyle  14 

JkHantana  1 

i Dayw{6)  19 


»10,Aflilonnlli  8,  Dowry  7 
*mw  B B W Wawte  M (S  Weeds)  18  na 

9-2  Prttta  Daraenae.  VI  Risswn  Safe.  7-1  Abdonado.  Caspian  Mom.  Shaft  OuesL  VI  Hewr 
Goli  Charge'.  70-1  Dowry.  Commandar  Jones  iBnwoen. 


2.55  BBFSUEPIIM  FARTmMAIOfiMirAKB3(Dn9)3TD6f  CajTFI 
025*  AMI  8CYBI  (43)  R Ha 


6 ALU8D  ACAPB3Y  (90)  3 WlUama  t 
ALHALUM  J Payne  VO 


BMAH  AMAIKII TIIT  C BnOLm  VQ 

ATMAB  P WaJwyn  VO 

SUIT  ALBAAHYA  U Shade  8-0 

5 CATRIA  (112)  J Goeden  B-9 


-GCwtwS 

J4McOfaaa2 

RIH*Kl 


0 DMKTREB  (K)  H GoAngrldga  8-9 

DORADO  BEAM  B HOb  8-9 

LULU  M Prescott  V9 

MKWTYFLYBID  Loder  M 

40  SKFrMttTBK  (18)  I Balding  8-8  — 


-ORtad  4 
. J D Sndtti  (6)  1 1 


-CIMMd  10 
_D  RMcCaba  12 
■ Dwyer  (8)0 


TOP  RkUNTtPSi  Aim  Smwa  8,  BURteg  TSam  7 
1 9991  Nwwaetea  Bte*  0 O J Tate  V4  (A  JanitS)  11  raw 

BatOag:  3-1 16 QW  Flyer.  VI  Bin  ABuKya,  VI  LKil  VI  Dorado  Boca,  VI  Ain  Seven.  KH  Monti. 
Sbuang  Time.  1 Vi  Ewai  AnangemenL  Damtrea  12  mum. 


3.2  5 AUTUHR  MAID8H  BTAKB  1m*rC4JM3 


no 

■Barry  SnU  (7)  13 

-OHwe 

-BDnmoaB 


-A  Monte  2 
JkCtekl 


8 05  PRIVATE  FERCIVAL  (79)  Juide  Pouttan  3-V12 

8 4231  RKBO  (KG  Harwood  W12 

7 0 TOBY  RGOEBI  (24)  Mri  A King  S-V12 FLyw*(3)7 

8 0-63006  2AF0RIBI (41) L Montague  Hell  3-V12 RHaebasa* 

8 432240  BEUEARTTA (30) MTompidiB 3-8-7 CDtdBaMI 

10  4522  HEART (9) (BF)U Saw 3-6-7 — RDayfaS 

11  S30S33  OMt&EVVHmiRE  (41)  6 Woods  3-W D Blew  11 

12  SO  TUBE AIBU (80 Bklelor 3-8-7 AMeOtenelB 

13  O-SOOCO  tfHTOtOCA  FRANCO  (7)  B Poerca  3-V7 -SEWm4 

TOP  POM  TIPS  Ztftra  B,  Heart  7,  Menu  f 

I009e  Hartwar  Ubad  3 B f 1 X MkH  20^1  OH  Ekoata)  13  n 

BaKta*  7-4  Hurl  Vi  Zatenm.  VI  Reitta,  VI  Shirley  VBnuie,  VI  BaTmarta,  3V 1 Zum  Pyor.  svi  Bn« 
Cowl  HayUng-fliBy.  Private  Perewal  *3  nwanra. 


4.00 1 


>ZrOTfC3B«4 

i ROBE  (IS)  T MID)  V7 

L(18)CBmiBin  V7 

■ (9)  M Btananard  VT 


850  SILK  ST  JOHN  (18)  M Ryan  Vfl 
008  DOCK  JAMBOREE  ft &)LCumai 
HID  SHAaWHQO(0)(D)R1tewion 


-JFartiMlO 

.EDayitlS 

_J1  Admit 

.JCW  s 


VI 


IIMIaaB 
R Parian! 


050110 

02110 


OiflBO  KDATLAimCpEJPWtiwynVQ 

(S3  RACGIC  KART  (22)  P MflUttl  V12 AMcQfcwea 

500  VIPCHARUi(a3)J  JmtensVID 8 Bwidart  Ifl 

243611  EAGBiTO PUASEfT) fUbwOC) Mfec Gay Kfitewov 8-9  -GDuflfaMIT 

03W&4  MraaiJEsscoproB 


.Jl  Tabbatt  13* 


"opa  RUIRBin  FnX (SQM FeUKTStun-Godtey  VO F Lynch (*)#* 

;.nn<  WWM1WI4IT1U  ftdolageV8 D HwrUa.  16 

■ ■SBSSiiWRobH BDnte.11 


17  0)3400  FAR  OP  VENT-AXIA  (IS)  C Allen  6-6  


..Manta  Dwyer  (6) 
12* 

18  40M40  CAHTtES BURKING (1 5) CC«*rV5 „G Cwtar 7 

TOP  FORM  T1 P9:  Itea  Of  VoiVAaia  B,  ktaralaaa  Cop  7,  Eqw  Tn  Ptaaae  8 
leOtatetanatag  Treads  9 9 W Woads  7-4  (■  PraaceO)  14  na 

Bantam  VI  Eiger  To  Pieaie  7-i  Rumbunious.  Vi  Daw  Jamborae.  No  Commam.  IVi  Sih  St  jam. 
Hieing  Mean.  »1  Mwcnes  Coo.  iaflron  Row.  Greenwich  Fore.  IB  nwnara. 


4.35  LEW  BOARD  HANDICAP 3V0  71  C3.618 


1 

2 

3 

4 
9 
8 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
16 
16 
17 
IB 


AC  1-04  MAB1STAX (B3)(Q) P MjkJll  V7  SSaratarmB 

3Q2D3  SCHOOL  BUT (5B)  (BF)  T Naughton  V6  JHI.i*«a  16 

60S  POLISH  RHYTHM  (34)  MTomplinuVG NDayS 

045102  AWEH  FORT (19}(CO)  DEAvndh  V5  _ D MHRbe(9)  13* 

CC1253  SERIOUS  SENSATION (20) (DM)  M PrefOOh  V« OOaOtM4 

0-440*0  FAOJimnC(1B)L  Cuman  V4 -OlAhfaa  B 

2-06VJ  ASHANTI  DANCSt(30)  M Haynes  V2  0 Carter  9 

5310  HONORABLE  ESTATE  (IS)  (D)Rltani«n  VO DweMHIT 

0»  OCTAVIAHIU (90) P items V13  OHtadlS 

2SC54G  SEA  DAH23Q  (BJ  J BnCper  V13 D HwiiUB  18 

46CC30  AMBAB8A00R1  (17) C. Britain  VII  — BDoyta7 

5Q32U)  WIRE  ACT (92)  Madm  Ueode  VII D Swoaway  (7)  1 1 

5VKD1  SOCIETY  HAQK(B8i  aa)(11)  (D)  I Bokfing  VII Martta  Dwyw  (5)  12 

452  FOflEWN  REUTIOH  (16)  P Webber  VTO JF  Egan  14 

3VU06  HRS  HC8ADGER  (70)  6 Smart  VlO MTobtadlB 


504000  HOI  CANARD  (7)  (CO)  B tons  V10 

3il®4  CAVORO  (B)  GBaldmo  3-10  


DRMaCMrelO 

S Diihuw  1 

314COO  DUNQEON  PfEHCESS (24) C Murray  VS  - JTldwll 

TOP  FORM  HFRi  Octairfci  108  S.  Antaer  Fort  7,  BoolHy  Ha*te  6 
1 996i  Sharp  Canaid  3 8 2 C Ratter  1 VI  (K  Caady)  1 • ran 

BeOtap  r-1  Society  Magic.  Vi  P&taii  Rhythm.  Foreign  Reiadon.  Ameer  Fori  VI  Serious  Sensation.  KH 
Oaavn  H*l  rj don  Paoi'un,c  18 masaia. 


5.05  UEWES  U4HTTD STAKES  (Anwtean)  Ira  31  lOByda  C2J»1 

1 0*4D:  BKJHTOIE (2)  J Jenijnfl  VTl-fl — M ktaaolri (S) 2* 

2 012111  AVUNU  (4)3  rilllUrim  5-11-1 - MraAPamM4 

3 0£1W5  ART7C  BAT  (23)  Mr«  P DudreU  V1H) L JnBorf  (B)  B 

4 303000  ADHDV  (26)  J Bridget  VI V12  .... D Brtdgar  (8)  1 

6 mow  BREEZED  WEU(7)  6 Cemtedge  W-1V12 — Mr*  H Kooaan (B)  5 

B 044306  FAIRY  KNUHT (15) RHamon  VI V12 C Vigor*  IB 

7 2E-CKB  FATHER  DAN (10) (C)(D) Gay  Kellmny 7-W-I2 RWritay(4)14 

B (130003  HO  PATTERN  (7)(CD)GL  Moore  V»- 12  XOohte(4)13* 

8 JD3096  OUTSTAYED  WELCOME (14) M Haynes  V1V12 Mta  YHayaaa  9 

10  DMOO  R0tSINCUWSU15)SDDW  V1VH TMtCWrtty  7 

11  214346  AU5TARS  EXPRESS (39) CO (D) T NauflMon  VIVID Hra  J MsagUDa (3) 

10 

115254  HUOTA'S  STAR  (17)  (D)  D Murray  Smith  3-10-W RTfwmteoMIt 

0O5C3:  ELAAGAP)M0U(31)AMc«reV10-6 Jfcl  J Ntaere  (6)  3 


050600  STHJUGHT  THINKINO  (7)  J Spearing  J-10-4 


12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

TOP  FORM  IMS:  Ayud!  B,  Fairy  KideH  7.  Raitta  Claw  • 

1098c  Keep  Yeur  Dtatenea  9 10  7 Hu  H Dodgaea  VI  (Mra  II  Revetoy)  IS  raw 

M»-T  2-1  Avunii  Vi  Montana  .7-1  Ronm  Clover . Fairy  Knight.  IVI  Area  Bey.  tUdm's  Star.  No  Panam. 

IVI  Spinning  Mouse.  Feme'  Dsn.  Qa  Agapi  Uou  IBiuuaeri. 


CW  TATHMH4  (SB)  J Boiler  VUM  

05212‘.  SPfHNWO  HOUSE  (13)  D Mortey  5-10-4  . 


(6)8 

JHra  S Baofay  (4)  19 
HI 


• Blinkered  lodav  for  the  first  rune.  HEXHAM:  2.15  Larvian:  ISO  Little  Redwing. 
UNG FIELD:  l JO  Injaznnt  220  Caspian  Morn1. 32S  Zaforum;  4.01  Fan  of  Vent-Azia. 
Mldailantii'.  Running  Free.  NEWMARKET  3.0S  R esc  under. 


Results 


NEWMARKET 

1JO(lBi4l):1,  ETV1DENCE  IN  CHIEF,  D 
Hemaon  (7-tj.  2,  Onoa  Blare  For  Look 
(VII.  3,  Ooiet  Arch  1 12-11  5-2  lav  Lota.  13 
ran  Shd.X.iDEJsv*orihl Taio'Cl7.30. C17D. 
£1.40.  £4  80.  Dual  F 05.00  CSF-  £40^8 
Trio:  C63.60.  Nfi-  Brough  ions  Cli.mp.  Brown 
Eyed  Girl.  Kaalln  Honim.  Crtio  E Mezzo. 
Squandamanla. 

2UM  (TfH  9.  MAHHHAER.  R Hills  IVI). 2. 
Coorlahip  (11-4  l.lvr  3,  tad  Ounrd  IVI). 
18  ran  IK,  T.  (Sneed  bln  Suroort  Tola1  £6.4ft 
E2.00  Cl  80.  Cl  60  Dual  F-  £6.10.  CSF 
£21.93.  Trio  £2£'80  HH- Bedouin  Honda. 
215(0)11,  UEUKSAH,  GFnulkner  (V2|. 
2,  Hstfab  lb-4  la«i:  3,  An  ok  (do  i1V2l.  9 
ran.  Ifc.  3 IM  Belli  Tolu-  C6  Oft  t2.00.  £1.30. 
£2.80  Dual  F-  £2M'  CSF  ET1.36.  Trcast 
£45.09.  Trkr  £1660 

UK  (Sf)i  1,  CHOFT  POOL,  G Carter  (VI): 
2,  Blue  Irta  (11-1  jl  lav).  3,  Anzio  111-4  Jt 
lav).  8 ran  K.  1.  (J  Gloverl  Toie:  £5. 4ft  E2-60. 
£i  AO.  Dual  F:  £7.00  CSF:  £13  50.  NH:  Easy 
Dollar. 

3*40  (ftf):  1,  BAHAMIAN  BOUNTY,  L 

Dettori  (7-4  fav).  2,  Muehca  HV1).  3,  In 
Cownwad  IVI).  11  ran  Hd.  1.  (D  Loder) 
Tote:  £260;  Cl  LO.  £2.90.  E2.8D.  Dual  F: 
£30.70.  CSF  £27.94.  Trio  £37  70.  Non  Run- 
ner Jhazi 

4.1  S {ImM  1,  YEAST,  R Cortrane  (1 1-2). 

2,  Ractnaeturer  (7-2  Uv).  3,  Teaunta  (20-1) 
9 ran.  «.  hd.  (WHaggJS)  TMe:  C6  Cft  C200. 
£1.70.  £5  50.  Dual  F.  Cl  1.50.  CSF  £2300. 
Trio  C1BB.W 

4.90(80: 1,  SWYNFORD  DREAM,  L Det- 
tori (7-2).  z,  Utanry  Sueioly  (10-1);  3, 
Sfainbig  Ctnud  (3-1  lavl- 15  rart  IK.  nk.  (J 
Bortomley)  T*4e  K3ft  £1.90.  0.70.  £2.00. 
DualF:  C4a*D  CSF  £33  75. Trlcaar  £115.66 
Trio:  £59.10.  NR  Spi'eing 
JACKPOT:  NtoHwn.C32.0Kbl  carried  lor- 
ward  id  NBWfnarhri  lodJY 
QUADPOT.-C16.ro 
PUVCRPOTsClOR  10 

MARKET RASEN 

2.10  (2m  If  110yds  Cte):  1,  CAPTAIN 

KHEUlVE.  Guy  Lewis  12-S  lavl:  2,  The 

Yokel  ilfe-lli  3.  Ckc*dation  (2S-1|  4 ran. 

3X,  13.  (P  NichDllD)  Tote-  Cl  50.  Dual  F £420. 

CSF.C5.0fl. 

2^S  (3m  It  IlOyrta  Hrtaji  1,  IOSTER 
, C Llewellyn  i£-4j:  2,  Maahaurt  (15-2): 

3,  Jana  Rad  (8-1)  5-J  lav  Anabranch.  11 
ran.  IB.  X (N  TwHKjn-Oavies)  Told:  £2.70: 
£1.60.  £1.70.  £1  TO.  DuJl  F £12.60.  CSF: 
£18.10  Trio  £13  10. 

3.1 5 (2m  II  110yd*  CD*  1 , JATMB,  D 

By  me  (5-2):  2,  Strema  Pfemtan  (4-fl  lav); 
3,  Sharp  Sansatlan  (12-1 1. 6 ran  27.  13 
(Mrs  Merrna  Jcvieai  Tma  £2  40  £1.80. 
£1  la  Dual  F:  £2 10  CSF  r3  97. 

3-BO  (2m  IMIOydc  Hdtai)i  1,  NON  VIN- 


TAGE, W Worthington  (11-2);  2,  Plaid  ot 
Vtahm  IV 11;  S.Edan  Danr  (5-2).  7-4  lav 
Distant  Echo.  5 ran.  3,  SL  (M  Chapman) 
Tote  £5  8ft  £230.  £2.30.  Dual  F £5.50.  CSF: 
£20.  S). 

4-25 (3m  IfChtel.TWOALUMWMA- 
JOH,  N Smith  (13-8  tavj,  2,  MobNa  99av 
wngtr  (3-11: 3.  Camp  Grade  (9-4)  5 ran.  2. 
3X.  [Mra  U Revel eyl  Toie:  £2.80;  £1.10. 
£1  Aft  Dual  F:  £5. 1ft  CSF:  CABO. 

SJOO  (8m  HrDoJt  1,  FREDDIE  MUCK,  C 
Llewellyn  [10-1 1 lavl;  2,  Jtateante  |V1);  3, 
(Mm  Mar  (3-11. 4 ran.  13.  3X.  [N  TwWton- 
-Davles)  Tote-  Cl  SO.  Dual  F:  C2LBO.  CSF: 
£4.02 

QUADPOT:  £780 
PULCEPOTi  £2880. 

TAUNTON 

1.50  (2m  3»  HOyda  Hdle)i  1, 
swiNGSrerTMUKlS,  R F arrant  (VI):  2. 
Setxnxl  Coiorara  (7-2);  3,  Oamaral  Hoadi- 

tar  (1-2  lavl.  4 ran.  IX,  4.  (B  Palling)  Tots: 
£7  00.  Dual  F:  £4.80.  CSF:  £2220 
2-20  [2m  If  Krie):  1,  AUUUPA.  P Holley 
(VI);  2,  Fleet  Cadet  (3-1  lav).  3,Haokatfa 
Craat  (VI).  12  ran.  4.  IX.  (R  Hodgea)  Tota: 
rjjft  £1J0.  E1.70.  £2.00.  Dual  F-CA70  CSF: 
£15.38.  Trio:  £10.80.  NR.  Blurred  Image. 
Galloping  Gum.  Sola  Volumes. 

235  (2m  Bf  Ch>  1.  RAMSTAR,  A P 
McCoy  (2-1);  2,  TRppwy  Bhn  (IVI);  3, 
aakU  120-1).  5 ran.  Hd.  1.  (P  Hobbs)  Tola: 
£2.00:  £140.  £3.40.  Dual  F:  £8.60.  CSF: 
£18.83 

3JS  (2m  II  Hdto^  1,  INDUN  JOCKEY, 

A P McCoy  (7-4  lav):  2,  Safety  iivil:  3, 
Corria  HR  (7-2).  8 ran.  2X.  7.  |M  Pipe)  Tote 
£220:  £1.50.  £2.10.  Dual  F:  £7.70.  CSF: 
£20.46. 

440  (3m  3f  Ch):  1,  BUIE  HAVEN.  A 
Maguire  (6-2);  2,  Taknar  SystawM  (S-1). 
V-4  lav  Miners  Rost  4 ran.  14.  (D  Brace) 
Toie.  E3JS).  Dual  F:  £5.40.  CSF.  £1802 
4J95  (2m  It  Hdte>  1,  GOnnOSSCR,  S 
Wynne  [v*  lav);  2,  Indka  (VI);  3,  Qkiottly 
AppMftkm  (50-ii.  7 ran.  2X.  11.  (M  Pipe) 
Toie:  C1.9D:  £1.40.  £200.  Dual  F;  C200.  CSF- 
£2^5.  WR-.  Indian  Won. 

OUADPOT:  D IJH). 

PLACEPOT1£221.50. 
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14  SPORTS  NEWS 


Soccer 


House  of  Orange 
in  disrepair  and 
divided  against  itself 


4.  i, 


Martin  Thorpe  in  Cardiff  says  Holland  are 
ripe  for  defeat  given  their  severe  injury  crisis 


IF  PEOPLE  were  surprised  j 
by  England's  victory  over  1 
Holland  in  June,  then  I 
watch  out  this  weekend:  ; 
Britain  could  be  celebrating  a 
double  over  the  Dutch. 

For  if  Wales  are  ever  going  i 
to  squeeze  the  mighty  Or- 1 
ange,  their  best  chance  comes 
at  Cardiff  Arms  Park  tomor- 
row. The  Dutch  coach  Guus  1 
Hiddink  struggled  to  an- i 
nounce  a squad  of  18  Tit  play-  | 
ers  on  Monday,  and  one  of 
those,  Youri  Mulder,  pulled  | 
out  injured  the  next  day.  1 
Fritz  Kessel,  the  team  doc- 
tor for  22  years,  describes  it ! 
as  "the  worst  injury  crisis  in 
the  history  of  Dutch  football". , 
The  particular  loss  of  players  I 
brought  up  inside  the  mother-  ■ 
ship  Ajax  has  forced  Hiddink 
to  abandon  his  slavish  clon- 
ing of  that  club's  fluid  system  I 
and  chart  an  unfamiliar 
course  away  from  total  foot- . 
ball  towards  good  old  4-4-2.  | 
with  a diamond  midfield.  Add 
to  all  this  the  recurring  prob- ) 
lems  of  Internal  politics  and  I 
bruised  egos,  and  Holland  are 
reading  a recipe  for  defeat. 

Of  those  with  Ajax  connec- 
tions, Kluivert.  Overmars, 
WLtschge,  Hoekstra.  Veldman 
and  Mulder  are  injured,  Berg- 
kamp  is  doubtful  because  of 
injury  and  the  former  captain 
Blind  has  retired. 

Hiddink  has  partly  healed 
the  rift  with  his  best  mid- 
fielder Davids,  who  was  sent 
home  during  Euro  96  for  say- 
ing: “The  coach  should  not 
put  his  head  in  the  ass  of 
some  players."  But  Davids  is 
still  missing,  pending,  says 
Hiddink,  bis  gaining  a regu- 
lar place  in  the  Milan  line-up. 


To  compound  Holland’s  pre- 
dicament, the  defender  Rei- 
ziger  was  hurt  in  a car  crash 
last  weekend  and  has  his  neck 
in  a collar.  Others  missing 
through  Injury  Include  De 
Keck,  the  PSV  Eindhoven  de- 
fender Stam  and  the  new  mid- 
fielder, Gastel  of  Feyenoord. 

The  Ajax  coach  Louis  van 
Gaal  has  been  typically  out- 
spoken about  the  reason  for 
some  of  the  injuries,  alleging 
that  players  returning  from 
Euro  S6  went  on  holiday  with- 
out injuries  being  reported  to 
the  clubs  for  treatment. 
"They  could  have  been 
treated  during  the  holidays.” 
said  Van  GaaL  “I  blame  the 
medical  staff  of  the  FA  but 
also  the  players  themselves.  It 
is  not  a professional 
attitude.” 

Hiddink’ s biggest  problem 
is  among  the  forwards.  Al- 
ready minus  Kluivert, 
Mulder.  Hoekstra  and  Over- 
mars, he  discovered  a further 
problem  when  he  sought 
replacements:  resentment 
over  his  long  reliance  on  Ajax 
players.  So  when  in  his  hour 
of  need  he  tried  to  persuade 
PSV  to  release  their  giant 
striker  EngeDsamp,  the  club 
were  unhelpful,  saying  the 
striker  was  recovering  from 
injury  and  that  they  needed 
him  fit  for  a league  game  next 
Tuesday. 

As  a result  Hiddink  has 
been  forced  into  desperate 
measures,  calling  up  the 
Celtic  striker  Van  Hooydonk 
who  is  in  the  middle  of  an  un- 
settling bust-up  with  his  club 
manager  Tommy  Burns  and 
was  last  in  the  international 
reckoning  a year  ago. 


Wales  call-up  for  striker  Blake 
as  Gould  puts  trust  in  trauma 


Nathan  blake,  whose 

nine  league  goals  have 


I w nine  league  goals  have 
been  instrumental  on  putting 
Bolton  on  top  of  the  First 
Division,  earned  a call-up  to 
the  Wales  squad  yesterday 
when  Bobby  Gould  named  his 
provisional  team  to  face  Hol- 
land in  Cardiff. 

The  former  Cardiff  striker 
comes  in  as  cover  for  John 
Hartson  (ankle)  and  Gareth 
Taylor  (shin  splints). 

Wales  have  six  points  from 
the  two  San  Marino  matches 
but  go  into  tomorrow  night's 
stiffer  test  without  at  least 
two  of  the  men  who  helped 
earn  them,  Ryan  Giggs  (sus- 
pended) and  the  centre-back 
Chris  Coleman  (injured). 

Everton’s  Gary  Speed 
comes  in  for  Giggs  and  Kit 
Symons  for  Coleman.  Shef- 
field Wednesday's  midfielder 
Mark  Pembridge.  though 
selected,  is  struggling  with  a 
calf  strain  and  Gould  has  put 


the  Birmingham  winger 
Andy  Legg  on  stand-by. 

Though  the  Wales  manager 
has  had  his  manpower  prob- 
lems. he  is  hoping  that  the 
traumatic  mental  scars  left  by 
Euro  96  will  dog  his  opposite 
number,  Guus  Hiddink. 

“The  events  of  the  summer 
are  still  fresh  in  the  mem- 
ory,” Gould  proclaimed. 
"They  don't  disappear  that 
quickly,  and  psychologically  I 
think  it's  going  to  be  tough 
for  the  Dutch." 

Symons  teams  up  with 
Andy  Melville  at  the  heart  of 
the  Wales  defence  with  the 
national  manager  saluting  his 
patience.  "Kit  was  very  disap- 
pointed to  be  left  out  against 
San  Marino  but  he  hasn't 
whinged  or  bleated."  said 
Gould.  "He’s  just  got  on  with 
it” 

WALKS:  Soatbafl]  fcw*. 

Symons,  Psmbrtdgs,  Robinson, 
Browning,  Horns,  Spood,  Hughes, 


The  Dutch  medical  staff  are 
also  working  overtime  to  try  to 
get  Bergkamp  fit,  despite  the 
feet  that  he  has  not  played  in 
Arsenal's  last  four  games  be- 
cause erf  a hamstring  problcoL 

With  Bergkamp  looking  ex- 
tremely doubtful,  Holland  are 
likely  to  field  a new  partner- 
ship up  front,  the  midfielder 
Ronald  de  Boer  and  Manches- 
ter United's  Jordi  Cruyff,  a 
relative  rookie  at  this  level 

At  the  other  end,  Hiddink 
has  acted  to  plug  the  gaps  in 
defence  by  calling  the  veteran 
Stan  Valckx  out  of  interna- 
tional semi-retirement 

Despite  all  this,  however, 
Holland  can  still  turn  out  the 
De  Boer  brothers,  Bogarde, 
Seedorfasd  Winter. 

But  it  is  Holland’s  umbili- 
cal link  to  Ajax  which  could 
undermine  everything,  and 
not  just  because  the  usual  tac- 
tics are  compromised.  The 
club  whom  many  hold  up  as 
an  example  are  in  turmoil 
Their  worst  start  to  any  sea- 
son has  left  them  ninth  in  the 
Dutch  league,  the  conse- 
quence of  allowing  to  fester 
within  the  club  a demoralis- 
ing atmosphere  which  even 
winning  the  Champions 
League  and  World  Club  Cup  , 
could  not  deodorise. 

The  root  of  the  problem  is 
the  disenchantment  of  Ajax’s 
young  black  players  over 
recent  years  at  being  paid  : 
wages  that  are  about  20  per  j 
cent  of  what  the  likes  of  the 
De  Boers  and  Blind  are  I 
receiving.  They  argue  that 
their  income  should  be  based 
on  their  contribution,  not 
their  age.  Now  most  have  left 
Seedorf,  19:  Davids,  20;  BeJ- 
ziger,  22;  and  at  die  end  of  this 
season  Kluivert,  19,  is  going. 
Bogarde  is  also  expected  to 
depart  when  his  contract,  like 
KI inverts,  expires  at  file  end 
of  the  season. 

The  dub  have  desperately 
tried  to  keep  Kluivert,  prom- 
ising to  malm  him  the  best- 
paid  player  in  Holland.  But  he 
has  had  enough  of  it  all  and 
will  be  off. 

Ajax's  black-and-white 
problem  is  mirrored  in  the 
disenchantment  felt  among 
the  same  players  in  Holland's 
dressing  room  when  they 
complained  during  Euro  96  of 
not  being  consulted  in  team 
meetings. 

That  tension  now  bubbles 
below  the  surface,  but  Ajax 
are  paying  the  price.  With 
their  best  players  leaving  the 
club  so  young,  their  youth 
system  has  struggled  to 
groom  replacements  in  time 
and  Van  Goal's  purchases 
from  abroad  have  not  worked. 

It  may  take  years  to  put 
fixings  right  again  at  Ajax  and 
in  the  meantinm  the  national 
team,  having  for  so  long 
relied  on  this  one  club  for 
their  manpower  and  inspira- 
tion. will  ifeel  the  backwash.  If 
Holland  struggle  tomorrow  it 
could  well  be  the  start  of  a 
shrivelled  period  for  the  ance- 
juicy  Orange. 


Brown  calls  up  striking  pair 


Patrick  Glenn 


DOUG1E  FREEDMAN 
and  John  McGinlay 
were,  as  expected,  yes- 
terday called  into  Scotland's 
squad  by  Craig  Brown  for  the 
World  Cup  matches  against 
Latvia  in  Riga  tomorrow  eve- 
ning and  against  Estonia  on 
Wednesday. 

Freedman,  the  22-year-old 
Crystal  Palace  striker,  has  yet 
to  win  a full  cap  although  he 
is  an  under-Zl  international: 
McGinlay,  32,  has  scored 
three  times  in  nine  appear- 
ances for  Scotland. 

However,  both  are  at  the 
back  of  the  queue  for  the  game 
against  Latvia;  John  Spencer 


of  Chelsea,  Billy  Dodds  of  Ab- 
erdeen and  Darren  Jackson  of 
Hibernian  are  all  ahead  of 
them  in  the  reckoning. 

Dodds,  whose  hot  streak 
has  brought  14  goals  this  sea- 
I son,  was  chosen  yesterday  as 
the  Bell’s  Player  of  the  Month 
, for  September.  “He  has  a very 
bright  chance  of  playing,” 
said  Brown.  "He  is  lively  and 
| quick  and  obviously  at  the 
very  top  of  his  form." 

Dodds.  27.  is  the  latest  to 
benefit  from  the  manager's 
willingness  to  introduce 
i older,  experienced  players  to 
the  international  game  at  a 
stage  in  their  careers  when 
they  might  have  thought  the 
opportunity  bad  passed. 

Under  Brown  a number  of 
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Robins  eyed 
by  Canaries 


M A C A Z 


THE  Leicester  City  striker 
Mark  Robins,  unhappy  at 


'¥ 


ON 

SALE 

NOW 


I Mark  Robins,  unhappy  at. 

, not  being  able  to  win.  a first- 
team  place  at  Filbert  Street, 
may  soon  be  on  his  way  back 
to  his  former  club  Norwich 
City,  writes  Peter  White. 

Robins,  who  earned  fame  as 
a teenage  goalscorer  with 
Manchester  United,  moved  to , 
Leicester  from  Carrow  Road 
for  £1  million  just  under  two  ! 
years  ago.  But  the  28-year-old  1 
has  been,  farced  Into  the  back- 
ground after  the  arrival  <£ 1 
Steve  Claridge  and  Ian; 
Marshall  j 

Robins,  whom  Norwich  offi- 
cials watched  score  twice  in  a 
recent  reserve  matrix  against 
Middlesbrough,  joined  Leices- 
ter shortly  after  Mike  Walker 
departed,  but  Walker  has 
returned  as  manager  and  may 
be  interested  in  buying  back 
Robins  for  a bargain  £400,000. 

Meanwhile  Darren.  Fergu- 
son, the  Wolves  midfielder 
sent  off  in  injury  time  of  the 
First  Division  match  at  Mo- 
lhwux  after  hitting  out  at  Bol- 
ton Wanderers'  Danish  mid- 
field player  Michael 
Johansen,  has  decided  not  to 
appeal  against  the  dismissal. 
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Head  for  business . . . David  Platt  in  training  with  the  England  squad  this  week 
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Platt  eager  to  step  up 


David  Lacey  on  a former  England  captain 
eyeing  a 63rd  cap  and  managerial  prospects 


THE  Vicar  of  Bray  is 
alive  and  well  and  for 
the  moment  pursuing 
his  profession  just  a 
few  miles  down  the  road  from 
the  churchyard  that  inspired 
Gray's  Elegy.  Except  that  now 
his  reverence  answers  to  the 
name  of  David  Platt 
In  the  matter  of  serving 
numerous  and  contrasting 
masters,  few  footballers  can 
have  shared  Platt’s  experi- 
ence. Having  collected  62  Eng- 
land caps  under  three 
national  manager /coaches  — 
Bobby  Robson.  Graham 
Taylor  and  Terry  Venables  — i 
he  is  now  hoping  to  win  his 
63rd  from  a fourth,  Glenn 
Hoddle. 

In  the  shorter  term  this  will 
depend  on  whether  Hoddle 
requires  his  services  for 
Wednesday’s  World  Cup  qual- 
ifier against  Poland  at  Wem- 
bley. With  Alan  Shearer  now 
starting  to  score  as  regularly 
for  his  country  as  he  has  been 
doing  for  Blackburn  Rovers 
and  Newcastle  United,  Platt’s 
value  as  a lone  match-winner 
may  be  somewhat  dimin- 


players,  including  Colin  Cal- 1 
derwood,  Colin  Hendry,  Dun- 
can Shearer.  Tosh  McKinlay  i 
axxd  McGinlay,  have  been  1 
capped  for  the  first  time  in  ; 
their  late  twenties.  j 

"1  don't  have  any  qualms 
about  giving  players  who  may 
be  late  developers  their 
chance,”  said  Brown.  “You 
usually  find  they  are  so  sur- 
prised and  grateful  that  they 
give  you  everything." 

Brown  refused  to  take  shel- 
ter behind  the  latest  series  of 
call-offs,  which  have  deprived 
him  of  almost  half  a team.  “In 
this  business  you  go  with 
what  you  have  and  pert  in  the 
work  and  know  you’ve  done 
as  wen  as  you  can.  That's  all 
anybody  can  ask,**  he  said. 


ished.  axxd  Hoddle  is  not  short 
of  bodies  in  midfield. 

It  is,  however,  hard  to  imag- 
ine that  the  30-year-old  Platt's 
international  career  is  in  seri- 
ous decline  just  yet.  He 
remains  England's  current 
leading  scorer  with  27  goals, 
16  more  than  Shearer,  and  in 
four  European  Championship 
or  World  Cup  appearances 
against  Poland  he  has  not  fin- 
ished on  the  losing  side.  He 
may  be  more  likely  to  start 
international  matches  on  the 
bench  but  Hoddle  could  find 
himself  in  need  of  Platt’s  ex- 
perience before  long,  and  es- 
pecially when  Italy  come  to 
Wembley  in  February. 

Whatever  happens,  Platt 
will  take  it  in  a stride  which 
steadily  lengthened  once  he 
had  attracted  international 
attention  by  coming  on  as  a 
substitute  to  volley  England's 
late  winner  against  Belgium 
in  Bologna  in  the  second 
round  of  the  1990  World  Cup. 

At  club  level  he  is  now  play- 
ing under  a Frenchman.  Ar- 
sene  Wenger,  the  new  arrival 
at  Arsenal  after  the  sacking  of 


Bruce  Rioch,  the  departure  of 
one  caretaker,  Stewart  Hous- 
ton, and  fixe  brief  stewardship 
of  another,  Pat  Rice.  For 
Platt,  who  at  Aston  Villa  had 
a Czech  coach.  Jozef  Venglos, 
and  at  Sampdoria  a Swede, 
Sven-Goran  Eriksson,  the 
novelty  of  working  for 
foreigners  wore  off  some  time 
ago. 

He  does  not  believe  Wenger 
will  be  in  too  much  haste  to 
change  the  way  things  are  at 
Highbury.  ‘Tm  sure  he  will 
bring  his  own  methods  in," 
Platt  said  yesterday,  “but  Tm 
also  sure  he’s  intelligent 
enough  to  want  to  open  play- 
ers' minds  first  so  they  can 
accept  more  radical  changes 
later  on." 

He  believes  that,  though  the 
influx  of  overseas  players  can 
only  broaden  the  outlook  of 
the  English  game,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  more  foreign 
coaches  come  as  well.  “If 
I people  who  want  to  go  into 
management  learn  things  off 
I Arsene  Wenger  and  eventu- 
ally pass  them  on,  that  can 
only  be  good  for  our  game,”  j 
he  said.  , 

Platt  could  be  one  such  i 
pupil.  When  his  Arsenal  con- 1 
tract  ends  in  three  years'  time  j 
he  may  well  go  into  manage-  ] 


ment  *Tve  never  been  a 
manager  and  I don’t  know 
how  good  a manager  I would 
make."  he  said,  "but  it’s  defi- 
nitely an  area  I want  to  move 
into. 

“I  would  like  to  manage  a 
top  club  and  have  revenue 
available  to  buy  players,  but 
in  the  longer  term  I would 
like  to  work  for  a club  on  a 
shoestring  budget  as  well." 

Just  as  Hoddle 's  manage- 
rial ambitions  were  inspired 
by  playing  for  Wenger  at  Mo- 
naco. so  Platt  was  impressed 
by  Eriksson  at  Sampdoria.  ** I 
liked  the  way  he  put  his  ideas 
across  and  treated  his  play- 
ers." he  explained. 

“Win.  lose  or  draw,  he’d  al- 
ways come  into  the  dressing 
room  afterwards  and  shake 
everybody’s  hand.  He  would 
never  blow  his  top." 

In  England  some  losing 
managers,  and  they  are  not  all 
Scots,  still  shake  everybody  by 
the  throat  And  if  the  recent 
goings  and  comings  at  High- 
bury threatened  to  put  Platt 
off  the  idea  erf  becoming  a 
manager,  he  could  always  con- 
sole himself  with  the  thought 
that  his  first  boss  as  a Football 
League  player.  Dario  Gradi,  is 
still  in  charge  of  Crewe  Alex- 
andra after  13  years.  i 


Two  English  clubs  and  games  in  July  in  expanded  European  Cup 


UEFA  confirmed  last 
night  that  England  will 


U night  that  England  will 
have  two  clubs  in  next  sea- 
son’s European  Cup.  The 
move  to  expand  the  Cham- 
pions League  from  16  to  24 
teams  was  formally  ac- 
cepted by  the  UeCa  execu- 
tive committee  at  a meeting 
in  Antalya,  Turkey. 

The  Continent's  eight 
strongest  nations  — Eng- 
land. Italy,  France,  Spain, 
Germany,  Portugal,  Hol- 
land and  Belgium  — will  all 
have  a second  team  in  the 
competition. 


Under  the  new  format, 
the  defending  champions 
and  the  winners  of  Europe's 
seven  strongest  leagues  will 
receive  automatic  berths 
into  a Champions  League 
consisting  of  24  teams  in  six 
groups.  But  the  expanded 
format  means  that  a num- 
ber of  matches  most  be 
played  during  the  summer, 
with  a preliminary  round 
involving  champions  from 
32  countries  to  be  played  in 
July. 

The  16  winners  then  play 
a qualifying  round  In 


August,  with  eight  of  the 
remaining  national  cham- 
pions and  eight  additional 
high-placed  teams  meeting 
for  the  16  Champions 
League  places  up  for  grabs. 

The  final  pool  of  24  teams 
will  be  divided  into  six 
groups  of  four,  with  the 
winner  of  each  group  and 
the  two  best  runners-up  ad- 
vancing to  the  quarter- 
finals. 

• Liverpool  have  moved 
smartly  to  secure  the  long-  j 
term  future,  of  Dominic  ! 
Matteo,  Ian  Ross  unites.  I 


This  week,  before  he  joined 
an  England  senior  squad 
for  the  first  time,  the  young 
centre-back  signed  a con- 
tract which  will  keep  him 
on  Merseyside  until  at  least 
the  year  2000. 

Liverpool's  manager  Roy 
Evans  will  today  reopen 
contractual  talks  with  an- 
other England  defender, 
Neil  Ruddock,  who  is  also 
likely  to  be  offered  a long- 
term deal.  Liverpool’s  chief 
executive  Peter  Robinson 
was  yesterday  confirmed  as 
the  new  vice-chairman.  , 


Golf 


Michael  Britten  in  Berlin 


Woosnam . . . sorely  sub-par 


Results 


Soccer 


POMTIMI  UZAAUb  Pbnt  DMakw  Part 
Vito  1.  WoUnwtMmpton  t. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
LmO0»Qnk  Airanol  0,  Luton  1. 

MAJOR  LUOUB  Ptor-offu  Tamos  Say 
4.  Cowmtws  1;  WasMnoton  DC  Z New 
York/Nav  Jersey  I;  Kansas  City  3.  Dallas 
2 (pan);  Los  Angeles  2.  San  Joss  o. 


OUtMAN  HUTBIS  (Berlin)  fTret 
Toutm  IG&flre  unless  stased).  80  P 
McGinlay;  M Farry  (Fri:  M Mouland:  P 
Baku;  J Comes  (Arg>.  67  M Campbell 
(TO;  P Eaies;  D A Russell;  T Gogote  (Gar). 


08  R McFanans;  P O’Malley  (Aua);  p Har- 
rington; M-A  Jimenez  (Sp):  P Walton;  J 
Townsend  (US);  E Canonlca  <1Q:  A Gortart 
M Jonzon  (Swat  E fib  ISA);  G tumor 
(NZV  60  M Devte,  4 Haaggman  ISwe):  G 
Brand  Jnr:  l woaenam;  J Lomas  C Cevaar 
(Frj:  s Timing  (OtmV.  M **  F*slh 
(Ewe).  A Sherborne;  m Jamas;  D Williams; 
D Carter.  70  M Ftaa;  P Lnmle;  R Boxall;  J 
Payne;  B Ballesteros  (3p).  0 Oartu?.  S 
Cage;  C Roeca  pi);  C Montgomerie,  a Bos- 
aen  iSwitz);  T Johnstone  (ZW):  M ciavun 
(Ausl.  p Cany:  P Prior.  M Lamer  (Swe).  0 
Rojehn  (Nor).  71  0 Cooper.  FI  Qooaerj 
(Si);  G Richardson;  S Wetwiw.  5 Grapoa- 
sonni  |H>;  T Lon  nun  (yS):  B Longer  lOeri; 
P Brood  hurst  J Van  do  Vafds  (Fr):  T Bjorn 
I Den).  M Welch:  N Bnoos-  R Rusceii  P-u 
Johansson  (Swe):  E Romero  tAigj.  P 


MileheB;  HTTwl  [Gory,  P Haugen*!  (ms);  R 
Chapman.  72  F Ltndgrwi  ISw*):  M 
McNulty  EZuni.  D Borrego  (Sp);  S Luna 
'Spl,  P HedWom  USweu  S Bottom  bay,  G 
Orr.  72  P FuflM  (S wo).  R Claydon:  U Ede 
hardt  (Ger):  B May  (US);  L Westwood.  Ft 
Rafferty;  A Hunter.  J Spence.  74  M dron- 
berg  (8 wot;  B Struviir  (Gnrj;  j Sandelln;  R 
□av*  (Aua);  A Forsorand  {Swol:  m*a  Mar- 
tin (Sp);  L Jahn  (Ger).  7H  D Robertson;  0 
Has&liBl  (Sw.  C Mason;  0 Karbacn  (Swe). 
78  P Moloney  (Awj.  77  M Mackenzie;  P 
Plata  (Ger)  78  S Trent  70  M Amort  (Con. 
R Weasels  (SAL  89  R Bertwral  (Ocr) 
Retire*  I Oartldo  iSpt. 

LAB  VEGAS  INVITATIONAL!  Flrst- 
HiUMf  leaden  (US  ufliosa  staled!:  02  K 
Fergus.  68  P Stewart  F Funk.  84  U SuTO- 
van;  W Levi;  R Black;  R Feftr  ABD  Frost 
iSAl  88  □ Pride;  G Day;  F Couples;  J 
Furytc  6 Heantnger:  M Dawson;  W Austin; 
0 Low,  V Singh  (Fyi):  Q Browne;  M 
Hanwi*-.  P Burke;  W Wood;  B uetdw.  L 
Jaruon.  Aiem  88  C Parry  (Ausl.  70  S 
Rlntoul  IAub). 


LTA  AUTUMN  SATELLITE  (NaWngtiam); 

MaKSeoaad  rowMfaCWBkhiaoa  IGB)  bt 

T SpMS  (OS 1 8-1 . 8-4;  M Wyatt.  iQB)  bt  Q 
ftjtewMtel  5-T,  $-4, 8-4;  A Htctewdwo 
(OB)  M F-Stauder  (Ger)  8-1. 6-4.  F Row* 
(Sere)  Dt  B Cowan  (OB)  6-1,  4-6.  6-4  N 
WM  (OB)  bl  N Gould  (GB)  8-J.  B-J.  A 
Penul  (GB)  bt  A Gavrilov  (Rug)  3-6, 8-1 
t-C  R Koenig  ISA)  bt  D Draper  (GBI 6-3 
4-6,  6-1:  J Fo*  (GB)  W P Roplnson  (Gai 
8-3.  T-6-  ' 

Women:  Charter-Unite  L Wootfrofta 
(GB)  bl  K Marhovsu  (Tug)  6-7. 6-3,  g-g-  j 
Letreva  (Rua)  H L AM  (GBI  6-2,  6-2;'  a i 
Finer  (6m)  tt  E Bond  (GB)  7-5.  7-6;  h 
Wm  AaMeren  (Nath)  M J Pulun  (GBI  8-3 
4-8.6-a  i 

3PAHKA33KN  CUP  WOMBTS  QfUMO  ' 
PRUC  U-eljnig):  SaeeMd  roemk  A Sw- 
ate  Woorio  (Sp)  bl  M Oremarw  (Nethj 
6-2. 6-1.  Goarter-tfaete  S Qraf  (GeT)  bv  j ' 
I Wlaanar  (Aul)  4-8, 8-3, 8-3;  A Hotter  (Gar) 
w M Maleeva  (But)  e-4, 7-8.  i 


Darts 


Tam  “MVMPIQNilMIF  (Sal. 

K OeaerM  Hw«»  M D 
CJSI  6-5-  tern  O 

« S DownVQ  V«- 

rler  [US1  8-1.  (W,  ttmoi  j tawm/C 
w 0 Matnon/T  Kotlyoake 

M P Lim/H  Gardner  (iffi)  6-3.  * 


M P Lim/R  Gardner  (US)  8-3 

Equestrianism 


Otjna  X Wales  1 StanWose:  1.  Eaypt  (Pa. 

^ No*  Zeeland 

8.  Wolea  (4-4);  7.  Kezakhatan  (8-T). 

Pool  m Ireland  4,  United  BUM a Z Scot- 
teid  o.  Poland-Z.  standfeigei  1.  Poland 
(P4.  PotO):  2.  Ireland  (3-8);  3.  Ka)y  (3-4);  4. 
Kenya  (3-3);  5.  Bangladeah  (3-3);  6.  Unttad 
Stales  (3-1):  T.  Scotland  (3-1). 


Tennis 


Baseball 


SUMAPOfW  OPBjfc  second  rml « J 

Frmu  (Arg)  bt  G Raou*  (Fn  6-4.  a-7, 7-8; 
J Stark.  (US)  bl  S Sehabun  iNolhi  7-6. 7-5. 
T Mieiusn  (Swat  « B filar*  tZlm)  8-4. 

7- 8,  M Wooer  (Ger)  bl  M Wnootorde  [AbSI 

8- 2.  6-a;  M Oemg  (USi  U N Pereira  (Von) 
8-3.  6-1:  R Kfltiteek  (Neth|  oi  P Reiter 
(Alii)  6-5.  6-2 

LYON  INDOOR  ORAND  PRtfe  second 
rotenfcK  Kuoere  (SrcnaK)  bl  V El  Aynaoui 
(tea)  7-5. 6-2.  A BseMt  (Fn  bt  A Cnea- 
notov  jBuat  6-7.  5-1  rt-L 


PLAYOFF  GAHRSi  Hetfouel  League;  A |- 

unta  2,  Loq  Anaetee  1 (tOmrs:  Ananta 
lead  serto  uaj  AaMriaeo  t mauu:  Near 
York  9.  Tbmb  a damns;  geriea  igvoi  at 
l-t). 


Cricket 


pOWMIAtWH*  -OH8-DAY  TOURH*. 

MENT  IrifllrotW)-  South  Alrtca  305-8  ISO 
overs:  G Klnien  68.  J Rnooes  54  MCronie 
65m.  Kerim  2— ML  Kenya  103  iSS  t ov«f  s 
Donald  6-23.  McMillan  3-t7).  South  Airica 
urun  by  202  runs  ,f 


HCWSB  OF  71NI  YEAR  SHOW  (Wcn^lov 
WfieaWtrr  VlWconw  Staktc  f. 
Trirto  Jjuinimie  |L  Phlllppenrts.  Bel)  Moer 
i9*486'  J Sublime  (N  SteHm)  dr  5Q6* 
'F_Mimay  Jnr,  Bel(  clr  £2.23. 
RMWtel  laBoik  1.  Air  Won  (Q  Ftetahen 
clear  3238se^  2.  suvor  Bubbles  (E  Por- 
>“>  c ' tt-*.  X Lydatcp  WoodCock  fL  Pa- 
Q™d«>  ti1 1 • Latino 

rUi^ST50"!  2,  Gian  (N 

coupe)  lour  ira.  33.88;  3.  Snugole  (T 
Dflvtesi  sight  (Us.  34.11  Brinish  Jwdar 

SomSE.  :.  lK  Waasl  <imr 

w jSanser  il  Edwaras)  elr 

“ -3"af<’- 12?*"  'Q  WUUannt)  clt  . 

’■  Allwood  tad 
J®  Kfri  29  50SOC-,  s RW1  (R  witl- 
Ukert  dr  36  Oft  3,  Welsh  Treasure  (R  ft Ob-  ' 

boy  Magfc  Doop  Heat  (V  WhHaker)  4 fits.  1 

?JSiiL?^nn  GW  ,B  PaulJ  21  *»•  <*•■*«: 

3.  Belinda  IH  Turrelll  elUmnaied  In  (amp-  I 
of!  r 1 


Fixtures 


(7  30  umeee  stated) 

Soccer 


HP-RES*"  OHAMPtONStRP 

WtoWhlfc  OteM  Smat  Wale*  * 


Holland  (Nbtian  Park.  Cardun. 

MATIONWIOC  UEMlIB  Rn 


UAAlie  Hret  OMMOK 


Trjuwtera  v Poriamoiah  (7A5).  tow 
DfatokM  BriatM  Rvr*  y Crawa.  Iltirti  Otr- 
*»o  Swansea  • Cotehseter. 
tew  UAOlie:  Ptwmter  OtuWou  0*»rd 
C v El  Attuua  (7.43L  . ... 

LRACOE  Or  WALMSi  Porthmadog  v Bdn* 
A*  C (7.45).  ' 

PAI  NATIONAL  LEAGUE*  Pranries  Dt«- 
teoifc  Dundalk  v Btuunrock  Rot  (7^9; 
Sheiboumev  Finn  Harps  (7.4G):  St  Patricks 
Alh  y Cork  C C7-4SJ.  Maid:  Saml  lt nrti 
Aihione  Tn  v Gamy  utd  (7.45);  Drogheda 
UW  v Umcrkdc  FC  (7.45). 


Hockey 


'"rirA 


• r':\v5|4 


S’. 


TVte^snfian  Friday  October  4 1996 


IAN  WDOSNAM  has  been 
blighted  by  back  troubfe 
for  most  of  his  career  It 
has  now  reached  the  'stage 
where  he  is  talking  openly  of 
surgery  to  rid  himself  of-the  : 
spondylosis  that  makes  hit- 
ting halls  and  walking  a 
course-  such  a painful 
experience. 

The  Welshman  started  the 
German  Masters  here  at  the 
Motzener  See  cluh  with  a 69  te  . 
take  a one-stroke  advantage 
in  his  duel  with  Colin, Moot-' 
gomerie  for  the  title  (rf  Euro- 
pean No.  l.  The  Soot'  handed  ' 
: Woosnam  his  advantage  by 
three-putting  the  16th  for  a 
double-bogey  six  and  a 70  foot  _ 
left  him  four  strokes  behind 
the  leading  quintet  of  Pefar 
Baker,  Mark  Mouland,  Paul 
McGinley.  the  Frenchman : 
Marc  Farry  and  the  Argentin- 
ian Jose  Coceres. 

Woosnam  was  able  Jo<  play 
only  16  tournaments’ in 
Europe  last  season  and  slid  to  ' 
65th  in  fixe  rankings,  his  low- 
est placing  for  15  years.  This 
year  he  has  managed  19  and 
won  four  times  after  a winter 
exercise  programme  strength- 
ened his  back  muscles  , aid 
added  flexibility. 

However,  in  the  spring  he 
consulted  a Cardiff  spedahst, 
Brian  Simpson,  who;  warned 
that  surgery  mi^it  be  unavoid- 
able. “He  told  me  that  I bad 
spondylosis  which  isa  deterio- 
ration of  file  vertebrae,”  said 
Woosnam.  “and  now:my  back 
is  very  sore  after  every roanL 
“It  Is  so  bad  that  1 cannot 
swing  property.  I cannot  use 
my  body,  only  my  arms,  and 
the  ball  is  going  nowhere,  ft  is 
not  treatment  1 need^itis  sur- 
gery. I am  going  to  taikto  fiie 
specialist  about  it  next  week” 
Woosnam  was  to  have  cap- 
tained Wales  in  the  Alfred 
D unhill  Cup  at  St  Andrews  . . 
but  withdrew  whenlhe  . 
learned  that  he  had  gained  a 
place  in  the  World  Match  play 
Championship  at  WratwurfiL 
“1  could  not  have  coped  witfc 
playing  36  holes  a day  for  two 
weeks  in  a row,”  br  ex- 
plained. What  worries  fi»  for- 
mer US  Masters  chanzpibn  is 
that  he  is  starting  to  find  it 
hard  to  walk  much  more  than 
100  yards  cm  level  ground 
without  discomfort  “I  get  a 
sharp  burning  sensation  in 
my  calf  muscles  as  though- 1 
am  climbing  a mountain-" 

All  told,  it  does  not  augur 
well  for  Woosnam’s  attempt 
to  prevent  Montgomerie, 
some  £143,000  clear  in  the 
Volvo  rankings,,  from  finish-, 
big  as  European  No.  r for  a 
record-equalling  fourth 
successive  year. 

Montgomerie  is  complain- 
ing of  mental  exhaustion  but 
has  no  physical  probtenB, 
and  looked  well  set  to  estalh 
Ush  his  usual  early  domi- 
nance yesterday  when-he 
holed  from  10  feet  to  birdie 
the  1st  and  then  reached  the 
long  2nd  and  5th  in  two  shots 
to  go  three  under  par. 

Another  effortless  birdie 
four  at  the  13th  put  Mont- 
gomerie within  two  shots  of 
the  pacemakers.  But  at  the 
16th  he  paid  the  penalty  for  a 
flier  with  his  six-iron  from 
the  rough,  taking  four  more- 
to  hole  out,  while  his  playing 
partner,  the  former  US  Open 
champion  Ernie  Els.  birdied 
the  hole  in  coming  home  in  31 
for  68. 
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Basketball 


■MOtoBSEH  LBAOUb  Sh^fiaid  V Hteirtt 
J WaBom 
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RugbyUnion 


SPORTS  NEWS  15 


Twickenham  and 

inch  towards 

peace  formula 


Robert  Armstrong 


THE  threatened  brqals- 
away  by  England’s 
leading  dubs  from  the 
Rugby  Football  Union, 
due  to.  take  {dace  next  Friday, 
will  be  quietly  shelved  as  the 
result  of  an  outline  peace  for- 
mula which  the  two  sides  win 
-flesh  out  in  greater  detail 
within  the  rievt  fortnight 
After  months  of  stalling  by 
the  RFU  and  aggressive  pos- 
turing by  the  clubs,  their  ne- 
gotiators have  mapped  out 
sufficient  common  ground  on 
the  distribution  of  money  to 
the  dubs  to  avert  a major 
split  In  the  English  game. 

A Twickenham  statement 
yesterday  said:  ‘The  RFU  has 
made  contact  with  English 
Professional  Rugby  Union 
Clubs  in  order  to  start  negoti- 
ations to  settle  the  dispute.” 

Last  night  an  Epruc  state- 
ment said:  "The  dubs  are 
pleased  that,  for  the  first 
time,  the  RFU  has  publicly 
recognised  the  need  for  it  to 
change  and  adapt  in  order  to 
accommodate  the  needs  of  the 
modem  professional  game.” 

In  contrast,  the  Welsh 
Rugby  Union  has  braced  itself 
for  a fresh  outbreak  of  hostil- 
ities at  a meeting  with  top 
Welsh  clubs  in  Cardiff 
tonight  The  umbrella  com- 
pany for  the  dubs,  Welsh 
First  Division  Rugby  Limited, 
has  received  from  BSkyB  an 
offer  for  television  rights  to 
the  Heineken  European  Cup 
in  Wales;  it  is  worth  £23  mil- 
lion over  four  years.  If  the 
WRU  fails  to  approve  that 
offer  or  suggest  a better  alter- 
native. the  dubs  are  threaten- 
ing to  go  their  own  way. 


Fears  that  several  English 
dubs  would  not  be  able  to  hon- 
our players’  contracts  and  sus- 
tain the  professional  game  be- 
yond the  current  season  have 
been  dramatically  reduced  by 
the  prospect  of  guaranteed  in- 
come from  Twickenham  and 
television  combined. 

Two  separate  offers  for 
British  TV  rights  to  the  Euro- 
pean Cup,  one  from  Sky 
worth  £118  mill  inn  over  four 
years  and  another  from  a con- 
sortium of  terrestrial  and 
cable  TV  companies,  are  in 
the  pipeline.  They  will  save 
some  dubs  with  huge  wage 
bills  firun  the  looming  threat 
of  bankruptcy . 

Roger  Pickering,  the  Heme- 
ken  European  Cup  director, 
also  confirmed  that  the  tour- 
nament’s board  of  manage- 
ment had  received  a firm 
offer  to  televise  the  competi- 
tion, which  will  have  47 
matches  and  will  begin 
tomorrow  week.  Last  week 
rrv  withdrew  from  plans  to 
broadcast  the  seven-nation 
event;  it  had  completed  a year 
of  a £15  million  three-year 
agreement  before  exercising 
its  option  to  pull  out 

Sources  dose  to  Epruc  ad- 
mitted that  the  pressure  on 
clubs  to  generate  at  least  £1 
million  each  in  fresh  revenue 
this  season  had  been  eased  by 
the  imminence  of  a TV  deal 
on  the  European  Cup. 

The  practical  problems  in- 
volved In  a mass  breakaway 
convinced  many  Courage 
league  dubs  that  they  stood 
to  lose  out  at  home  and 
abroad  because  of  the  refusal 
of  unions  in  other  countries 
to  deal  with  administrative 
bodies  other  than  the  RFU 
and  the  International  Board. 


Also,  It  is  understood  that 
Twickenham  has  made  a sig- 
nificant increase  on  the  £6 
million  earmarked  for  the 
clubs  which  was  publicly  ac- 
knowledged by  the  RFU  trea- 
surer Colin  Herridge  last 
month.  League  One  dubs  can 
expect  to  receive  £500,000  to 
£800,000  each  this  season  in 
return  for  specific  undertak- 
ings on  the  release  of  players 
for  England  squad  sessions 
and  international  matrKf^; 
that  is  close  to  double  Twick- 
enham's original  offer. 

If  the  RFU  also  honours  a 
ground-breaking  proposal 
made  by  its  secretary  Tony 
Hallett  in  a letter  to  the  Epruc 
chairman  Donald  Kerr  three 
weeks  ago,  then  the  dubs  will 
also  retain  all  European  Cup 
revenue  from  TV,  sponsor- 
ship and  promotional  sources 
from  next  season  onwards. 

Depending  on  the  outcome 
of  negotiations  with  TV,  the 
English  dubs  could  look  for- 
ward to  annual  revenue  of  be- 
tween £7  miTI inn  pnfl  £10  mil. 

lion  to  be  divided  among 
participants  in  the 
competition. 

Meanwhile,  the  England 
manager  Jack  Rowell  has 
added  the  22-year-old  props 
Win  Green  of  Wasps  and  Matt 
Vo  Hand  of  Northampton  to 
his  original  squad  of  45  for 
next  Wednesday’s  training 
session  at  Bisham  Abbey.  At 
last  week's  session  there  were 
only  five  props,  two  of  whom 
could  not  train  because  of  in- 
jury, thus  ruling  out  scrums. 

The  Leicester  pair  Dean 
Richards  (48  caps)  and  Rory 
Underwood  (85  caps),  and 
Bath’s  Victor  Ubogu,  Jon  Cal- 
lard,  Graham  Da  we  and  Andy 
Robinson,  remain  in  the  cold. 


Gibbs  the  crash-ball  is 
back  as  Mr  Soft  Hands 


David  Plummer  on  the  Welsh  centre  who 
went  North  as  a barnstormer  but  will  return 
tomorrow  against  Italy  as  a class  act 


SCOTT  GIBBS  made  a 
try-scoring  return  to 
rugby  union  last  month, 
easing  his  way  through  Swan- 
sea's victory  with  such  poise 
and  assurance  that  it  did  not 
seem  possible  he  had  been 
away  from  the  game  for 
nearly  three  years. 

As  well  as  scoring  a try, 
Gibbs,  wbo  at  15st  6lb  was 
considerably  bulkier  than 
when  he  left  Wales  in  the 
spring  of  1994,  was  his  side’s 
attacking  fulcrum  and  saved 
two  tries  with  last-ditch  tack- 
les. The  reaction  of  the  25- 
year-old  after  the  match  was 
so  downbeat  it  was  almost  as 
if  he  wished  be  had  not  made 
the  return  from  St  Helens. 

“I  was  bored,"  be  said  after 
emerging  from  the  changing 
rooms.  "There  were  long  peri- 
ods when  1 had  nothing  to  do 
and,  having  come  from  an  all- 
action  game,  it  was  hard  to 
accept.  I wanted  to  be  doing 
something  all  the  time.” 

But,  after  being  named  in 
the  Wales  squad  for  tomor- 
row's international  in  Rome, 
Gibbs  said  he  had  been  wrong 
in  his  choice  of  verb.  "I 
should  not  have  said  “bored’. 
It  is  . question  of  adjusting  to 
union,  just  as  when  1 joined  St 
Helens  I had  to  get  accus- 
tomed to  the  great  pace  of 
league. 

"It  Is  just  that  I knew  it  was 
not  a case  of  everything  being 
right  People  were  saying  it 
was  as  if  I had  never  been 
away,  but  zt  felt  strange  and 
stm  does.  The  two  games  are 
completely  different  and  I 
hope  they  never  merge.  They 
should  be  able  to  co-exist  be- 
cause they  do  not  offer  specta- 
tors the  samething 

Gibbs  is  as  direct  -off  the 
field  as  he  is  on  it  When  be 
was  chosen  in  the  Wales 
squad  last  month  be  declared 
that  he  wanted  to  be  consid- 
ered only,  as  an  inside  centre. 

“That  ■ was ; where  ■ I was 
■ playing  for  Swansea  before  1 
went  North.  Wales  were  mess- 


ing me  about  by  playing  me 
outside  centre  and  left  and 
right,  but  1 bad  found  my  true 
place  with  the  Lions  in  New 
Zealand  in  1993  and  that  was 
as  an  inside  centre. 

‘That  Is  the  only  position  I 
want  to  play  now.  If  I am  not 
good  enough  for  Swansea  or 
for  Wales  there,  so  be  it,  but  I 
have  no  intention  of  being 
moved  around.” 

It  was  the  Lions  coach  Ian 
McGeechan  who  turned 
Gibbs  into  an  inside  centre, 
moulding  the  strong-running 
back  who  had  been  employed 
as  a crash-ball  centre  by 
Wales  into  a player  of  vision 
who  used  his  strength  to  ben- 
efit others  by  off-loading  at 
the  point  of  contact 

Whereas  Wales  bad  seemed 
to  write  off  Gibbs  as  a brain- 
less barnstormer,  McGeechan 
trusted  the  player's  natural 
instincts.  The  outcome  was 
the  softest  of  bands,  which 
the  Welsh  rugby  pub- 
lic and  cost  Will  Carling  his 
place  in  the  Test  side. 

Though  Gibbs  has  not  been 
leaping  in  the  air  begging  to 
be  picked  by  Wales,  be  will 
play  against  Italy  tomorrow 
because  of  an  injury  to  the  in- 
cumbent inside  centre,  Nigel 


Gibbs . - - Lions  in  mind 


Davies.  “I  would  never  turn 
down  the  chance  to  play  for 
Wales,  but  I know  I am  not 
ready  yet,"  said  Gibbs,  wbo 
won  the  last  of  his  20  caps 
against  Canada  at  the  end  of 

1993. 

"My  elm  is  to  become  a per- 
manent fixture  for  Wales,  and 
there  is  a huge  incentive  next 
summer  because  the  Lions 
are  touring  South  Africa  and 
Tfin  McGeechan  Is  again  the 
coach. 

‘*1  learned  a tremendous 
amount  from  him  that  sum- 
mer and  be  made  me  a much 
better  player.  To  tour  with 
the  Lions  is  still  the  pinnacle 
of  a rugby  player’s  career  and 
I will  be  going  all  out  for  a 
place  in  the  squad.” 

Gibbs’s  last  appearance  in 
union  was  for  McGeecban's 
Barbarians  against  New  Zea- 
land in  December  1993.  He 
damaged  knee  ligaments  and 
before  that  season  ended  he 
had  signed  for  St  Helens  even 
though  he  was  three  months 
away  from  playing. 

‘1  felt  frustrated  at  certain 
things  and  St  Fstens  made  me 
a very  good  offer.  I enjoyed 
my  time  in  league  but  union 
is  my  first  love  and  when  1 
had  the  opportunity  to  return 
to  Swansea  I took  it” 

Gibbs  left  a Wales  side  In 
transition,  though  they  went 
on  to  win  the  Five  Nations  in 

1994,  and  has  returned  to  find 
the  builders  stm  there.  With 
forwards  such  as  David 
Young,  Scott  QuinneD  and 
Richard  Webster  back  In  har- 
ness, Wales  are  expected  to 
have  more  backbone  than  in 
recent  years  but  Gibbs  ad- 
vises caution. 

"A  few  players  returning 
are  not  going  to  make  much 
difference  on  their  own. 
Wales  will  only  get  better  if 
the  collective  attitude  is  right 
and  that  means  embracing 
professionalism  properly. 
What  is  heartening  is  that 
there  is  a genuine  competi- 
tion for  places  in  most  post 
tians  now,  which  was  not  the 
case  when  1 left 

“Hosting  the  1999  World 
Cup  offers  Wales  a marvell- 
ous opportunity.  We  have 
three  years  to  make  sure  that 
we  take  it  with  both  hands.” 


Equestrianism 
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IrnTrodo  Jannique  won  the 
first  fofayhhfjrmal  'event  of  the 
Horae  of  the  Y*ar  Show  yester- 
day, th£  Welcome  Stakes,  in 
whkft  .Belgians  filled  four  of 
- fiwtoii  sBPjilaces.  /' 

as  a warm-up  for  the  tests 
ahead,  but  the  Belgians  had 
other  ideas  and  Franpois 
Mathey  set  a strong  pace  on 
Ivoor  in  foe  first  14  dears- 
Near  the  end  Nick  Skelton 
and  Sublime  were  marginally 
fester  and  looked  the  winners 

Tickets  available  for 

WASPS  RUGBY  CLUB 

Rancors  Stadium.  Loftus  Road.  London 


BOOK  TICKETS  NOW 

0171  413  3355 


Igian  raiders 

until  edged  out  by  Philip- 
paerts,  who  recently  won  his 
fourth  Belgian  championship. 

David  McPherson,  the 
Kent-based  South  African, 
won  a four-horse  jump-off  for 
the  Grade  B Championship 

with  the  only  clear  on  Lapino. 

Louise  Whitaker,  the  tal- 
ented 16-year-old  daughter  of 
John,  improved  on  her  fourth 
place  of  last  year  to  win  the 
Under-21  Championship  on 
Cowboy  Magic  Deep  Heat  and 
goes  for  the  double  in  today’s 
Under-18  event 

Late  on  Wednesday  the 
Women’s  National  Champion- 
ship went  to  Kelly  Brown  on 
Gulliver  with  the  fester  of  two 
faultless  rounds  In  a three- 
horse  barrage. 


PHOTOGRAPH:  VICTORIA  MATTHERS 


Talking  it  through ...  the  coach  Phil  Larder  gets  serious  while  taking  training  for  tomorrow’s  Test 

Lions  must  fight  their  own  battle 


Andy  Wilson  reports  from  Nadi  on  Great  Britain's  selections  for 
a slightly  overshadowed  first  ever  Test  in  Fiji 


IT  IS  typical  of  a disastrous 
year  for  international 
rugby  league  that  the 
build-up  to  Great  Britain's 
first  ever  Test  in  Fiji  tomor- 
row should  be  overshadowed 
by  events  in  a Sydney 
courtroom. 

While  the  Lions  and  the  Fi- 
jians carried  on  with  their 
preparations  for  what  prom- 
ises to  be  a fascinating  game, 
the  British  assistant  coach 
Gary  Hefherington  appeared 
on  Fijian  television  and  in- 
sisted that  even  if  Super 
League's  comprehensive  legal 
defeat  of  February  was~  up- 
held by  the  court,  there  would 
be  no  threat  to  this  Test 
“I  think  the  Australian 
Rugby  League  is  just  being 
mischievous,”  he  said  in  res- 
ponse to  suggestions  that  the 
game  might  be  postponed. 


The  Fijian  Rugby  League, 
like  the  professional  game  in 
Britain,  is  firmly  aligned  with 
Super  League,  having  been 
contracted  along  with  other 
Pacific  nations  at  the  Interna- 
tional Rugby  League  Board 
meeting  in  London  in  April 
1995,  deals  which  left  the  ARL 
almost  completely  isolated. 

The  ARL  did  ™n«gw  to 
come  up  with  some  Fijian  op- 
position to  face  the  Kanga- 
roos a few  months  ago,  but  it 
was  a mismatch  and  Austra- 
lia duly  ran  up  more  than  80 
points. 

Great  Britain's  opponents 
tomorrow  will  be  a very  dif- 
ferent proposition,  even 
though  Fiji  have  lost  their 
captain  Noa  Nadruku,  a pro- 
lific winger  with  Canberra 
Raiders,  who  withdrew  last 
night  for  unspecified  personal 


reasons.  Manoa  Thompson, 
formerly  of  South  Sydney 
and,  briefly.  Warrington,  will 
take  over  the  captaincy.  Most 
of  his  team-mates,  moreover, 
have  first-grade  experience 
either  in  Australia,  for  exam- 
ple the  loose  forward  Lee  Na- 
lagilagi,  or  in  England. 

Nalagilagi  was  the  captain 
when  Fiji  lost  46-0  to  England 
in  a World  Cup  match  at 
Wigan  12  months  ago,  but  the 
scoreline  was  a misleading 
reflection  of  a tough,  competi- 
tive game,  as  the  seven  survi- 
vors of  it  have  stressed  in  the 
preparations  for  this  Test 

The  odds  then  were  stacked 
against  the  Fijians,  with  a 


26^263  crowd  welcoming  Phil 
Larder's  side  back  to  the 
north  after  the  victory  over 
Australia  at  Wembley  four 
days  earlier.  Tomorrow  Great 


Britain  will  have  to  kick  off  at 
Prince  Charles'  Park  under  a 
fierce  afternoon  sun;  and  the 
Fijians  will  be  an  immeasur- 
ably stronger  side  for  an  extra 
year's  experience. 

Four  of  them  played  in 
Super  League  in  England  last 
season,  Joe  Tamani  on  the 
wing  for  Bradford  Bulls,  and 
three  others  for  Sheffield  Ea- 
gles: Waisale  Sovatabua  will 
start  at  full-back.  Joe  Dakui- 
toga  in  the  second  row,  and 
Mala  Yasa  at  prop  in  direct 
opposition  to  his  Sheffield 
captain  Paul  Broadbent  who 
gains  his  second  Great  Brit- 
ain cap  after  a solid  perfor- 
mance In  Papua  New  Guinea 
on  Saturday. 

Keith  Senior  will  be  the 
fifth  Sheffield  player  in- 
volved, a surprising  choice  cm 
the  bench  for  the  Lions  but 
deservedly  there  after  two  im- 
pressive try-scoring  games  on 
tour  so  far.  Senior,  a 20-year- 
old  from  Huddersfield,  gets 
his  chance  because  Daryl 


Powell,  a former  Sheffield 
player,  has  been  promoted 
from  the  bench  to  left  centre, 
effectively  in  place  of  Joey 
Hayes.  Alan  Hunte  switches 
to  the  right  wing  after  passing 
a fitness  test  on  a back  injury. 

Two  other  changes  have 
been  made  to  the  starting 
line-up  that  defeated  PNG, 
Bradford’s  Brian  McDermott 
making  his  Test  debut  in  the 
front  row  in  place  of  Wigan's 
Terry  O’Connor,  and  War- 
rington's teenaged  Paul  Scul- 
thorpe  taking  over  from  Chris 
Joynt  in  the  second  row. 
Steve  Molloy  of  Featherstone 
and  Mick  Cassidy  of  Wigan 
join  Senior  and  Castleford’s 
Tony  Smith  on  the  substi- 
tutes' bench. 

QREAT  NUTAlHi  Sprue*  {Bra (flora): 
Mint*  (SI  Haloes).  RadBnaU  (Wigan), 
ppwofl  (Koighloy).  3i*—  (St  Holana); 

Harris  (Warrington).  Qouldlng  (SI 

Helens):  Broadbaat  (ShalllalU). 
rMitajtian  (St  Holana),  HoDonnott 
(Bradford).  Batts  (Auckland).  BwOMmips 
(Warrington).  ParroFI  (Wigan,  cap)]. 
WHM»  fl— lor  (Sheffield),  Smith 
(Caeileford),  Hoiloy  (Featharslone), 
Caaoldir  (Wigan). 


Sport  in  brief 


Squash 

The  world  champion  Jansher 
Khan,  who  was  banned  from 
the  Super  League  for  the 
whole  of  last  season,  has 
agreed  to  return  to  play  for 
Surbiton,  writes  Richard 
Jago.  The  Pakistani  will  be 
returning  to  action  in  Britain 
in  January  after  an  interval 
of  20  months. 

Jansher,  who  was  punished 
for  not  trying  while  playing 
last  year  for  his  Cardiff  team 
in  the  semi-finals  of  the  Super 
League,  will  now  line  up  in  a 
squad  containing  the  England 
Internationals  Simon  Parke 
and  Tony  Hands  and  a top-20 
Frenchman,  Julian  Bonetat 

Tennis 

Mark  Miles,  the  chief  execu- 
tive of  the  ATP  Tour,  has 
warned  players  that  they  face 
instant  ejection  from  tourna- 
ments for  abusive  on-court 
behaviour.  In  an  open  letter 
Miles  said:  “We  will  not  toler- 
ate a player’s  verbal  or  physi- 
cal abuse  of  an  official,  fellow 
player,  member  of  the  media 
or  spedator.” 

In  August  Andre  Agassi 
was  kicked  out  of  the  RCA 
Championships  In  Indianapo- 
lis. During  his  match  against 
Daniel  Nestor  he  cursed  offi- 
cials and  slammed  a ball  into 
the  stands. 

Hockey 

Wales  crashed  to  their  second 
defeat  in  four  games  at  the 
World  Cup  preliminary  tour- 
nament in  Sardinia  yester- 
day. Simon  Organ  «Tid  Mark 
Smith  scored  their  goals  in 
their  3-2  defeat  by  China  in 
Pool  A.  Wales  face  Canada 
tomorrow. 

Chess 

England’s  fourth  board,  the 
22-year-old  Matthew  Sadler 
from  Chatham,  has  won  an 
individual  gold  medal  at  the 
Erevan  Olympiad,  writes 
Leonard  Barden.  He  follows 
the  previous  English  winners 
John  Nunn  (1984)  and  Nigel 
Short  (1986). 

Sadler's  81  per  cent  score 
was  the  second-best  of  the 
Olympiad,  ahead  of  Gany  Ka- 
sparov’s 78  per  cent  on  top 
board  for  Russia.  Susan  Lalic 
of  Sutton  took  the  top-board 
women’s  bronze. 

Cricket 

Australia’s  Bast  bowler  Craig 
McDermott  wfn  miss  the  first 
three  of  five  home  Tests 
against  West  Indies  in  No- 
vember and  December  be- 
cause of  a knee  injury.  He  will 
undergo  surgery  next  wed:  to 
repair  tendon  damage. 


Plenty. 

When  you  cany  the  American  Express  Charge  Card, 
you  talec  with  you  the  knowledge  that  you 
have  coverage*  for  some  eery  important  things. 

Such  as  compensation  for  lost  or  delayed  luggage. 

Coverage  for  the  cost  of  food  and  accommodation 

incurred  for  scheduled  flights  that  get  delayed  for  four 

hours  or  more.  1,700  Travel  Service  locations** 

worldwide  ready  to  help  you  with  advice  and 
arrangements.  Our  Global  Assist  service,  which  can 

refer  you  to  an  English-speaking  doctor  or  lawyer 

virtually  anywhere  in  die  world,  twenty-four  hours  a 

day.  AH  these  and  many  more,  designed  to  replace 

concern  with  confidence. 

To  And  out  how  we  can  help  you 
do  more,  can  now: 

0800700  767 


Cards 


■jM  u«^B*»rf^.ODr»i*ert~w*peir-  -Cmvnm TWfcnir  koMomaffimT**. 

Amirgm  EqMH  5nrk*t  E#w  UrtW.  *«*■  Offia. JTlorttarf  Hem.  t Swj  Hm.  Mm  5WIE  582.  Air  M*  VOOO. 


igbyciu 

page  1 

ou ..  • 

— • 

s 

p0 

rtsGui 

L 1 .. 

% 
■ m 

UNITED’S  MANAGER  TAKES  THE  STAND  AT  BLACKPOOL  TO  CONDEMN  THE  FA 


Vincent  Hanna 


MY  TAXI-driver  in 
Blackpool  was  a co- 
median, but  they  all 
are.  After  a warm- 
up joke  about  ethnic  minor- 
ities be  said:  "Tell  me  three 
dubs  with  swear  words  in 
their  titles." 

He  scarcely  drew  breath: 
“Arsenal,  Scunthorpe . . . and 
f******  Manchester  United."  I 
laughed,  deducted 5p  front  his 
tip  and  kicked  his  tail-light  in. 

I tried  this  joke  at  the 
Labour  Party  Conference  and 
found  that  it  sorts  out  the 
sheep  from  the  goats.  (Actu- 
ally Tm  not  sure  Tm  allowed 
to  say  that  Under  New  Labour 
goats  are  treated  as  sheep  who 
come  from  broken  homes.) 
There  are  many  football  en- 
thusiasts in  Blackpool,  some 
slightly  demented  (Alistair  . 
Campbell  supports  Burnley), 
but  the  party  has  not  worked 
out  whether  it  is  good  policy  to 
celebrate  it  in  public. 

Clare  Short  regularly  up- 
braids her  colleagues  about 
"little  boys'  games”  and  Bar- 
bara Folletfs  laughter  at  my 
joke  seemed  slightly  uneasy. 
But  then  she  is  standing  in 
Stevenage,  where  football  is 
not  a laughing  matter. 

"Your  trouble.”  said  Denis 
MacShane.  MP  for  Rother- 
ham, "is  you  have  failed  to 
spot  the  difference  between 
New  Labour  and  Nouvelle 
Labour.  In  the  former  you  can 
enjoy  football  and  eat  black 
pudding.  With  the  latter  you 
get  good  presentation  but  very 
little  to  eat  Football  has  too 
many  calories.” 

I raised  ail  this  with  an  im- 
portant woman  in  a smart  suit 
with  shoulder-pads  like  a 
Green  Bay  Packer.  "Did  not 
your  leader  bang  on  about 
football?"  I asked.  “What 
about  that  ‘Labour’s  coming 
home’ stuff  on  Tuesday?" 

“Alistair  puts  too  much  of 
that  stuff  in,”  she  snapped, 
then  looked  faintly  alarmed. 
"Look.  Tony  is  a keen  football 
supporter,”  she  said,  “but  in  a 
caring  way.”  And  she  fled. 

They  have  a point  about  the 
lad  dish  tendency.  Labour's 
National  Heritage  team, 
which  includes  sport,  con- 
tains two  un-reconstructed 
lads.  Jack  Cunningham  and 
Tom  Pendry  were  actually  in 
the  last  Labour  Government 
Cunningham  is  a serial  New- 


One  goal,  lots  of  balls . . . Tony  Blair  and  Alex  Ferguson  under  fire  at  Blackpool  yesterday  where  the  United  manager  had  some  harsh  words  for  the  PA  photograph:  mafttin  argles 


Old  Ferguson,  new  moan 


John  Duncan  hears  a party  conference 
outburst  over  the  Premiership  fixture  list 


Alex  ferguson 

added  his  two- 
pennyworth  to  the 
fixtures  debate  and 
debacle  yesterday. 
As  international  calls  cut  fur- 
ther into  the  weekend’s  pro- 
gramme. leaving  only  four 
First  Division  matches,  the 
Manchester  United  manager  ■ 


launched  an  attack  on  the 
Football  Association  for  fail- 
ing to  prevent  United  and  Liv- 
erpool meeting  in  a Premier- 
ship match  on  Saturday  week, 
days  before  both  sides  are  in 
European  action. 

“There  is  something  crazy 
about  that”  said  Ferguson, 
speaking  at  a Labour  Party 


Conference  fringe  meeting.  “I 
don't  know  wbo  organised  It 
but  the  FA  needs  to  look  at 
it"  He  is  furious  that,  while 
Continental  teams  are  given 
resting  time  and  easy  games 
before  Uefa  competitions,  the 
programme  in  England  car- 1 
ries  on  regardless. 

“You  need  rest  to  prepare 
and  to  organise.  How  can  I or- 
ganise a team  to  the  maxi-  I 
mum  if  I am  playing  Liver- 
pool on  the  Saturday  before  a 
European  game?  That  rest 


factor,  that  mental  strength 
you  get  by  relaxing;  the  Ital- 
ians have  been  doing  it  for 
years.  1 don’t  say  we  should 
choose  who  we  play  on  the 
Saturday  before,  but  someone 
should  prevent  us  playing 
each  other  at  least. 

"Ask  yourself  what  has 
happened  in  the  last  10  years 
since  Heysel.  Which  country 
has  become  the  most  power- 
ful European  nation?  The  two 
best  dub  sides  in  Europe  are 
Italian:  Milan  and  Juventus. 


“When  we  were  beaten  by 
Juventus  we  were  over- 
powered. The  Italians  have 
learned  what  the  Brits  were 
good  at  10  years  ago  and  have 
added  power  to  their  tech- , 
nique,  absolute  power.  We 
cannot  catch  up  because  we 
don't  have  the  time  between  I 
matches.  Playing  matches 
doesn't  make  great  football- 
ers, practice  does.” 

Ferguson  said  he  would  like 
to  rest  several  players  before 
important  European  games 
but,  because  of  the  strength  of 
the  Premiership,  he  could  not 
afford  to.  "The  last  thing  I 
want  is  a defeat  by  Liverpool 
before  we  go  to  Europe.” 

He  also  criticised  the  FA’s 
attitude  to  youth  players, 
questioning  the  worth  of  its 
LUleshall  School  of  Excel- 
lence — “It's  well  meaning 
but  where  is  the  evidence  of 
success?  — and  damning  Its 
blueprint  for  youth  football, 
which  forbids  Uni  ted- to  coach 
boys  who  live  more  than  an 
hour's  drive  from  Old 
Trafford. 

“We  are  expected  to  com- 


pete with,  the  best  in  Europe 
but  Alax  can  take  a kid  from 


but  Ajax  can  take  a kid  from 
London  who  isn't  allowed  to 
come  to  Manchester  to  be 
coached  and  trained.  We  are 


having  to  work  in  a parochial 
system  of  producing  players 
which  seems  crazy.” 

Much  the  same  might  be 
said  of  the  disintegration  of 
the  First  Division  pro- 
gramme. Yesterday  Crystal 
Palace  and  Bolton  lost  further 
players  and  won  the  right  to 
postponement. 

Bolton  had  John  McGinlay 
called  into  Scotland’s  World 
Cup  squad  and  Nathan  Blake 
summoned  by  Wales.  That 
took  their  absentees  to  four, 
one  more  than  needed  to  get  a 
postponement.  Tomorrow's 
match  at  Oxford  has  been 
rescheduled  for  November  19. 

Palace  already  had  four 
players  on  international  duty 
but,  having  first  said  they 
would  fulfil  Sunday’s  game 
against  Sheffield  United 
regardless  of  under-ZL  call-ups 

— a rule  extension  that  came 
into  operation  only  this  week 

— they  found  foe  League  hold- 
ing them  to  it  whoa  they 
changed  their  mind  this  week 
But  the  League  relented  when 
Scotland  added  Dougie  Freed- 
man to  their  senior  squad  and 
Robert  Quinn  was  included  in 
the  Republic  of  Ireland  Uhder- 
21  squad. 
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castle  United  fanatic,  still  In 
therapy  from  the  Charity 
Shield,  and  Pendry  is  - 
respected  in  football  circles.  -• 
He  is  also  popular  in  the 

party,  not  least  because  he  can 
get  tickets  to  almost  anything, 
1 have  poked  fun  at  him  in 
the  past  miring  Ms  name  up 
with  Iain  Sproat  the  Sports  . 
Minister.  Buthisrehabllita-  - 
tion  began  yesterday  when  he 
brought  Alex  Ferguson  to  the 
La bour Party C onferemce. 

From  his  youth  Ferguson 
has  been,  a committed  Labour 
supporter.  He  once  led  a strike 
of  ABU  apprentices  at  Reming- 
ton Rand’s  factory  on  Clyde-. . . 
side,  and  not  for  pecuniary  - 
gain  either . “We  met  in  the " 
gents’  toilet,  n of  us.  Appren- 
tices from  ail  over  the  country 
were  coming  out  and  we  had  to 
support  ffiem.’’Thte  seconds  - 
ary  ac  tion  was  passed  oh  his 
casting  vote.  It  would  be  ille- 
gal to  do  that  under  present 
law.  Come  to  think  of  It,  he  - 
needed  a two-thirds  majority 
thenaswelL  ; -. 

In  July  he  asked  Eric  Can- 
tana  to  donate  his  Cup  final 
shirt  to  a party  fund-reiser  in 
the  Savoy.  It  sold  for  £1 7,500, 
paid  by  Brian  Davies  who  do- 
nated it  (and  also  one  from  - 
Ryan  Giggs)  to  the  Interna- 
tional Fund  for  Animal  Wel- 
fare, which  put  them  in  a safe 
in  East  Sussex  where  they  . 
remain. 

Enter  Steve  Morgan,  an-  . 
other  Labour  businessman.  . - 
Yesterday  he  persuaded 
IFAW  to  raffle  the  shirts  for.: 
fans  in  the  North-west 
The  man  who  will  most  ben- 
efit is  Phil  Woolas,  the  candi- 
date for  Oldham  East  and 
Saddleworth,  where  part  of 
the  proceeds  will  go.  Woolas  is 
definitely  a member  of  the  lad- 
dish  tendency,  and  I said  so. 

“Actually  Tm  a new  lad,  "he 
replied,  “and  to  coin  an  inter- 
esting phrase:  the  shirt  is 
coming  home.” 


Ji  T THE  fringe  meeting 
g \ Ferguson  kept  tofoot- 
ball.  He  made  a plea  to 
r weduce  the  number  of 

matches  and  told  how  Can- 
tona had  re- taught  the  team 
the  virtues  of  practice.  “You 
cannot  learn  football  by  play- 
ing matches,"  he  said.  “Maybe 
we  had  forgotten  that " I won- 
dered if  he  had  any  coaching 
tips  for  New  Labour  and  Tony 
Blair.  “Tm  lookingfor  tips 
from  him,  "he  said  fraternally. 

After  the  fringe  meeting  1 
got  the  train  to  Manchester. 
The  taxi-driver  told  me  he 
would  be  voting  Conservative. 
“Look  at  all  this."  he  said, 
airily  waving  at  a forest  of 
small  hotels,  boardinghouses 
and  hamburger  joints. 
“Labour  will  give  ail  this 
away  to  Europe.” 

It  sounded  good  to  me. 
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NEC  Birmingham  • 18th  to  27th  October 

Ticket  hotline  0121  7674455 
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TICKET  PRICES 


Adults  £9A0  Children  £5JQ0 


Except  77io  EMfy  ’^ktgrwph'  Pmtnr  Dcy  fltnh)  - AD  defeat*  EtSJOO 


Get  there  by  CAR*,  by  COACH  or  by  RAIL... but  GET  THERE! 

* NEC  Car  Parking  - ££00 
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story  was 
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criticism 
instead  of  a 
rejection  slip. 
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Across 


7 Injured  fliers  returned  to 
base  |7) 

8 The  crown  takes  affirm 
course,  if  backed  (7) 

10  Bill  comes  back  with  a new 
coO  of  fabric  (6) 

11  HoWto  win  a ballet 
competition?^,^ 

12  VVritten  authority  for  many 
to  strike  (4) 

13  Currently  fte  chief  faro  of 

jazz?  (14) 

14  NewfyteaaedbuBdfngfor 
sheep{11) 

19  I’ve  acted  on  new  indication 
of  a deal  (6,4) 

22  Turn  On  a fool  (4) 

23  Sad  passage  to  quote  in 
turn  (8) 

24  Run  off  at  outset  of 
disturbance  {6} 


25  The  Spanish  are  after  an 

adjustable  clasp  knife  (?) 

28  UnusuaHy  angered  and 

upset  (7) 

Down 


1 Stick  to  the  point  as  a junior 
diplomat  (7) 

2 A drink — Ben  has  it  as  a 
cocktail  (8) 

3 Show  improvement  With 
aspect  to  criminal  record  (6) 

4 Calm  artfully  created  (8) 

5 He  is  or  could  be  a 
- shopkeeper  (6) 

6 Not  involved  in  fight,  so  not 

charged  (7) 

9 A coppar  collection?  (6,5) 
is  Covered  outhouse fuD  of 
warmth  (8) 

1 6 injury  received  In  turning 
over?  (3-5) 

17  Go  tor  the  money  first  (7) 


_ □□□ansnnaSoQ 
aaa  a a a a . 
□□DHE3QQ  Qaanoao 
non  d n □ d d 
□BnnQmG  aasQaaG 

□ o a a D h □ 

□qqdq  □anansaQal 

□ at 3 □[ 

□□nOEDOQa  EDQQQl 
n a □ q a q n 
BQBnnaD  naaaoco 
R Q g a □ a n b 
□agoaoD  □□nsnonl 

n 0 □ □ b e □ 
ciBaaaaaaciQon 
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18  It  may  wilt  and  droop  in  the 
centre  (7) 

20  Oneway  toga  inspiration  (6) 

21  Avoided  potential  duel  with 
editor  (6) 

Solution  tomorrow 


“ ShJck7  Then  cal  ocr  solutions  fine 
on  0801  338  338.  Cats  cost  3flp  per 
tol  ctaap  raw.  49p  po-  mm  at  an 
ottwr  Times.  Service  suppllad  by  ATS 
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